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Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions 
 
 

May I be transparent for a moment without being perceived as complaining or negative? I remember 
my first week in this office as pastor of Friendship 18 years ago (you’ll recall we met in the RBA building for 
a time). I saw Bro. Boe and how much in demand he was and how important his ministry and counsel seemed 
and I remember feeling envious and thinking, “Someday, I’ll be a real minister, and be in demand, too!” Well, 
my day has come and most days I’m truly thankful and enjoy my work here. But, then there are those days 
like last week where I wish I could unplug the computer and the cell phone with its constant barrage of email, 
text messages, voice mails, and the like. 

I hurt someone’s feelings the other day because I didn’t want to create a Face Book page or join their 
network of friends, and although I asked them to understand that I already often have more email and mes-
sages than I can handle, I’m not sure they really did understand or believe me. Recently, someone called and 
said, “You’re a very difficult person to reach and you need to be more accessible.” Folks, I have a great assis-
tant who takes messages; I have a desk top computer where I send and receive email; I have a Blackberry 
where I get text messages, voicemails, and emails; I also have a state of the art phone system in the office with 
voicemail, and if that isn’t enough, I have a published home phone and a computer at home with a separate 
email address. If I were more accessible, I’d have wires hanging out of my ears or a permanent headset like 
the guy on Star Trek!! (Incidentally, I’ve finally gotten used to people talking on their Bluetooth and have 
stopped reporting them to the authorities as crazy people who both talk to and answer themselves). 

Before he went home to be with the Lord, Dr. Vance Havner said, “We’ve never had as much artificial 
illumination and less true light.” If I may be so bold, I think many of us are so caught up in being connected 
that we are having trouble staying connected to the One who truly matters. We allow all the toys and the noise 
to crowd Christ out of our lives. I also see so many people longing to connect with others and yet I don’t think 
there has ever been a time with more shallow relationships and less true depth. Technology is a tool, and it can 
serve us or starve us of God’s presence; it can help us in serving Him or it can hurt us in our sensitivity to His 
Spirit. If you think I’m wrong, just try to have a face-to-face conversation with teenagers who only know how 
to converse through texting. 

Today, while alone in the car at a traffic light, I flipped through some old CDs from my case, and 
plugged in an old “Songs 4 Worship” CD. The familiar words came back to me as I listened: “I exalt Thee, I 
exalt Thee, I exalt Thee, Oh Lord.” I was reminded of what ministry is all about. It’s not primarily about meet-
ing needs, because we have nothing to give of lasting value apart from Christ; ministry is not primarily about 
reaching out, although that’s a huge part of it, but we must first reach within and be touched by the Spirit if we 
are to be empowered to show the love of Christ. Ministry is about being a conduit of God’s love, grace and 
compassion, and I can’t speak for you, but I need Him constantly to help me get “right” so I can then feel right 
and act rightly toward others. Ah, there it was again: the prerequisite for ministry is worship. 

I thank you again for the privilege of serving you, but I hope you’ll understand when your call is not as 
important as His call. I sincerely hope you won’t be offended when your message is a distant second to me 
getting His message. I hope you’ll follow suit and make electronic correspondence down the line in impor-
tance to His eternal Correspondence (The Word). I was reading about Jonathan Edwards and marveled at how 
he farmed, pastored on horseback, studied, preached, and wrote so extensively, and I thought, “Where are we 
missing it, today?” I didn’t have to look very long. 1.) His generation was very devoted and disciplined, some-
thing we have lost; and 2.) He didn’t have all these distractions we have. 

One of the things (attributes) we know about God is His profound simplicity; He is pure spirit, undi-
vided, without conflict, and eternally forthright. The simpler time many of us grew up in is gone, but that does 
not mean we cannot still capture simpler moments. I’d love to write further, but I’m going to turn off this 
blessed computer now. 
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Midway Baptist Church (Bibb County) Seeking a part-time Music Director. Please send re-
sumes to Midway Baptist Church, P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052.  
 
Living Stone Baptist Church—Is seeking a Child Care Provider for Sundays—9:00 a.m.—
12:00 p.m. and Wednesdays— 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. and occasional special events. $10.00 per 
hour, ratio not to exceed 1 to 6 years, and ages ranging infant to 5 years. Location: Corner of Tay-
lors Mill Road and Union Church Road about 6 miles West of Byron, then 1 mile off of Hwy 42. 
For more information contact: Rev. David Idigpio at 478-956-6674 or 478-320-3186 or email at 
sidigpio@yahoo.com. 
 
Migrant Ministry Needs:  
Items needed: shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, washcloths, razors, deodorant and 
gallon size bags to put the items in. We still have need for men's clothes. (Small and Medium that 
can be delivered to the Spanish Mission) Drivers to volunteer. Please call Roma Blair at 922-
4054. 
 
Newsletter Request: RBA Churches, if you do not send Rehoboth Baptist Association a newslet-
ter, please start adding us to your mailing list. You may email the newsletter as well. Thank you. 
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ATTENTION!!!!  
Rehoboth Baptist Association Secretaries you are invited to a luncheon at 
the Rehoboth Baptist Association Office, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Rob-
ins, GA. on April 12th, 12:00— 1:00 p.m.  in honor of Secretary’s Day. If you 
can join us, please call the RBA Office at 478-987-0005 or email 
rehobothbaptist@windstream.net.  


