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Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions 

 
 
 

Let’s be honest: we often support only those things that somehow directly benefit us or our church.  I 
can empathize and sympathize. We have limited time and limited resources. Schedules are tight, and budgets 
are even tighter. We’ve tightened our budget here, but I ask myself, are we eliminating the right things? I pray, 
“Lord, help us to keep first things first-first in our hearts, first in our commitments, and first in our budget.” 

But, I read about the generosity of the Macedonians who, even though they were hurting, allowed that 
hurt to identify with other’s needs in an even greater way and gave more: “Moreover, brethren we do you to 
wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia. How that in a great trial of affliction the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. For to their 
power (ability) I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves . . .” (2 Cor. 8:1-
3). Did you get that?  It was in their own time of need that they stretched even further to meet the needs of oth-
ers. And Paul’s assessment of this action? It was “the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia.”  
Everywhere I look, I hear people crying for blessings and crying for grace, but I also see us all getting the 
wagons in a circle instead of blazing the trail. That is, grace and blessing comes in giving, and if we take a de-
fensive posture every time money gets tight, then like it or not, it testifies that we are more concerned about 
money than we are about the lost and their needs! 

William Carey preached a sermon (at an associational meeting, imagine that) that sparked the modern 
missions movement. Carey himself would go to India. It would not be easy. It would not be exotic or glamor-
ous. Success there would be limited for a time, and to plant the seed of the gospel in that pagan place would 
come at great personal expense to him. Why would a man then undertake such an endeavor? There can be 
only one reason and answer: The Spirit of God moved in Carey’s heart to carry the gospel to the ends of the 
earth, no matter what the cost. 

Carey is dead. And though I pray not, sometimes I fear that great missionary spirit is dead, as well.  
Our words don’t say it, but our hearts and actions say, “Lord send someone, just not me or my family. Lord, 
provide for so-and-so, just not through me. Father, win the lost, just don’t ask me to share because its uncom-
fortable.” I don’t know if you know it, but we stand at a crossroads as a denomination. There are proposed 
changes on the table that will alter what has been done for generations. As serious as that is, frankly, that does-
n’t bother me nearly as badly as what I see and hear all around me: we’ve lost that great missionary and evan-
gelistic spirit that once characterized us as a people. We want comfort over obedience to His commandment; 
we choose our benefits over other’s blessings. We spend more time asking, “What in this for us?” than we do 
asking, “What would Christ have us do?” 

I met a man last week at the Truck Stop ministry dying of cancer. He hadn’t eaten in 2 days and was 
waiting for his family to wire him money. He was angry at everyone, including God and me. The words of 
James came haunting me with crystal clarity: “What good is it to say to a man in need, ‘Be clothed; Be fed,’ 
when you have the power to help him but won’t.” (Millwood paraphrase). I had to feed him, and guess what? 
That action of showing him I cared and not simply paying lip-service to it paved the way for me to share the 
gospel and see him come to Christ. 

I dare you to do something unselfish. Do for someone whom you know cannot repay you. In our pros-
perity and the recent threats to our long-held way of life, we have lost what it means to give. We have begun 
to doubt that this great God who owns everything can still bless us in the midst of trial. Let’s recapture that 
Macedonian spirit, and if we do, I suspect we may see the great Missionary Spirit alive in us again. 
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Migrant Ministry Needs:  
Items needed: shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, washcloths, razors, deodorant 
and gallon size bags to put the items in. We still have need for men's clothes. (Small and Me-
dium that can be delivered to the Spanish Mission) Drivers to volunteer. Please call Roma Blair 
at 922-4054. 
 
Newsletter Request: RBA Churches, if you do not send Rehoboth Baptist Association a news-
letter, please start adding us to your mailing list. You may email the newsletter as well. Thank 
you. 
 
Vacation Bible School Dates Needed: Please email or call the association with all of your in-
formation that would be needed to put on the website calendar to promote your VBS. 478-987-
0005 or rehobothbaptist@windstream.net  
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