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For Whom Are You Praying?

I dare say that recent days and the COVID-19 situation have improved our prayer lives. On some level, we each have to own the fact that we have taken many things in our lives for granted. I speak of things like
health, full grocery stores, stable jobs and incomes, and above all perhaps, corporate worship. We have seen
how something we cannot even see can threaten and alter our lives. It’s a rather fragile world, isn’t it? Men
and women, it’s time to be more focused on what we should’ve been focused on all along: PRAYER.
I’ve been amazed over the years in ministry, that some seemingly Bible-believing, Sunday-goin’ folks
don’t see much productivity in prayer. “Why, Brother Tim, Why is that?” Is it because we feel things are “up
to us”? Is it because we view God as distant and somewhat disconnected? Is it because we’ve prayed and didn’t see anything immediate and gave up? I don’t know all the reasons, but I can tell you one of the hardest
things to get people to attend is a prayer service or meeting. Maybe its because we feel awkward praying, especially in public, and thus we avoid the situation.
Here are some things that I do know: 1.) Prayer is commanded (1 Thess. 5: 17); 2.) Prayer was Jesus’
example (Lk. 5:16); 3.) Jesus’ expectation and assumption is that we are to pray (because he didn’t say, “If
you pray” but rather, “When you pray” (Mt. 6:5). 4.) Pentecost and the giving of the Holy Spirit came in response to diligent and concerted prayer (Acts 1:14). 5.) All the great revivals of history started with someone
crying out to God (the Great Awakenings, Welsh Revival, etc.).
So, let me gently ask: for whom are you praying? May I remind you that Paul gives some pastoral instruction on this matter? “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and reverence,” (1 Tim. 2: 1-2).
Note Paul says, “first of all”; he says this as in saying, “Of first importance.” Paul expressly encourages Timothy to make prayer a priority in his life and ministry. Note he says this is to be for “all men.” There
is to be a universal application to prayer in that we don’t just pray for those in our circle, or who are “like us,”
but rather for all men.
And then the apostle gets specific: “For kings and all who are in authority.” We are to pray for our
leaders. All who are in authority would include our local, regional, state, as well as national leaders. I pose a
question to you: How much criticism have you seen on social media and television toward our leaders? We
are not to follow men blindly, but we are to honor those in authority (Rom. 13:1), and we are to pray for
them. Paul makes no qualification about praying for leadership. He doesn’t say, “If they are godly,” or “If you
agree with them” or “if they vote the way you like,” or “if you voted for them.” He says: PRAY FOR
THEM!
Have there been those with whom I disagreed? Yes. Have there been those I didn’t feel were godly?
Yes. Are there those I hope God will change their hearts and stances on some issues? Absolutely! But, I still
am to pray for them. By the way, what makes me think God will move in their lives and hearts if God’s own
people don’t care enough to lift these lost people up to Him? It’s sad to me that we have become some polarized and issues so politicized that we have forgotten there are some things on which we don’t need to be Republicans or Democrats, but simply AMERICANS. Perhaps we need to be reminded that God’s blessing on
leaders is the blessing of our nation, as well.
I’d also suggest we pray earnestly for those with this terrible virus, and for those health care workers
trying to help them. Let’s pray for a solution to this dilemma, and for those who have lost their jobs. Let’s
pray for families grieving, and for those considered “essential” who are taking risks to serve our needs. And,
let’s pray for wisdom for our pastors and leaders (they too are in authority) so that we make sound decisions
about when to return to corporate meetings and such. Please, pause where you are and simply join me in praying.
Every blessing, Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA 31030
2. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
3. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
4. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
5. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA
6. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

Ed Gonzales - 478-213-4576

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We are in need of some Website Design / work.
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Dental Hygiene
kits. Water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!
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This has certainly been an exciting month to say the least. This is the first Pandemic in
several years and definitely the largest in my lifetime. I believe that as human beings when we
don’t keep our alerts up like we should and be prepared ahead of time for periods like we are
going through. Everyone was ravaging the supplies out of the grocery stores, trying desperately
to get masks and protective items that we so desperately need. The one thing that will surely
help us is to draw closer to the Lord our Savior Jesus Christ. He is our protector. When everyone else is gone He is there to comfort us. I hope everyone has drawn closer to him and remains that way when this is over and it will be over one day.
This period has been rough on us. The Appalachian folks have had bad weather including a lot of bad storms, tornados, flooding, and are in desperate need of goods we have but are
unable to get up to them. We have items to ship as soon as we can get the go ahead to go.
However, during this time we were fortunate to get items that many of the volunteers could use
to help the first responders. We are so thankful for that. We found a whole box of N95 masks
that we were able to give to nurses. A lady gave us a lot of material that we were able to give
to the community ladies that were sewing masks for the medical personnel who so badly needed them. So see, God knew that they needed help and He provided items that we could help
people with.
We will open back up when we get the word and we feel that our volunteers are safe and
can ship the items to the sites in Appalachia. We have about 5 loads that we can ship when we
get the opportunity to do so. We thank each of you for your understanding.
I have one request if I could ask you who are so gracious to bring items over to the warehouse. If the item is used beyond the point that you don’t want it anymore please set it on the
side of the road to go to the dump. If you don’t want it because of it being worn out the people
up there will not want it either and it will save us money by not having to put it in the dumpster
to be sent to the dump. Thank You!
Serving an Awesome God. The Appalachian Mountain Ministry Team

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Peetsoots6@gmail.com

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
5-31-20* 8-30-20* 11-29-20
We are always in need of washing powder, paper towels, toilet
paper, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches and precious
volunteers that serve year after year tirelessly.

