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The Inestimable Value
of a Godly Mother

May is a month that holds a lot of events: Memorial Day, Graduations, Kentucky Derby, Indy 500, etc.
But, the day that influences the world the most is the day dedicated to mothers. William Ross Wallace’s poem
“The Hand that Rocks the Cradle” makes a strong statement about the influence of mothers: “The hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world.” While those of us who honor the sovereignty of God might take issue with
that statement, it is probably not an overstatement to say that the hand that rocks the cradle moves or influences
the world more than any other, with the possible exception of fathers (depending on the family situation).
President Woodrow Wilson signed a proclamation in 1914 to designate the second Sunday in May as
Mother’s Day. Believe it or not, there is strong evidence to suggest the movement for Mother’s Day began as
an anti-war movement, led by Anna Jarvis. It was a day to promote unity, peace, and a strong sense of family.
Even after the day was adopted, Jarvis fought vehemently against what she saw as the commercialization of the
holiday. Today, between flowers, cards, gifts, dinners, etc. spent on Mother’s Day, it is estimated Americans
spend more than $20 billion on the holiday (Mrs. Jarvis would turn over in her grave! I’d say she lost the anticommercialization fight, wouldn’t you?)
But, the remembrance I always recall on Mother’s Day is an incident involving my own mother when I
was 6 years old. It was a Saturday and we went to “town” (Gainesville, Ga.). My mother and dad both worked
factory jobs to make ends meet for a family of six. Mother was an excellent seamstress who made most of her
own clothes. She would save change to buy cloth and patterns so she could sew something for herself. On this
day, she had saved and we were stopping by Woolworth’s (a 10 cent store--if you remember those) before going to her cloth shop. My brother and I looked at toys and both found a small toy we liked. As boys will do, we
both asked for what we’d found. (We honestly didn’t get such things very often--only at Christmas or a birthday, perhaps). Mom counted out her money and paid for the things.
We made our way home in the car. As we were almost home, I realized we had never gone to the cloth
shop. I asked about why we didn’t go. Mom just said, “I didn’t need anything today.” I pressed further, “But
that’s why we were going to town.” She quietly said, “I spent the money I saved for cloth on the toys, but I didn’t mind.” My mother truly always put us first. She was never selfish with anything.
But, the greatest thing our mother ever did for us was to take us to church. In our home, we didn’t ask,
“Are we going to church this Sunday?” It was a given. In fact, I remember in 1971 when my grandfather died
on a Saturday, and my dad had been up with him for days, I was surprised when Sunday came and I found out
we weren’t going to church. It was quite unusual.
I remember Sunday mornings at the Millwood house. Kids today would be appalled: 6 of us to get
ready and only 1 bathroom--and a tiny bathroom, at that! My mother got herself and 5 men ready--my dad and
4 boys. You know boys--we weren’t always very focused on the task at hand. Or, we were fighting--(we had to
get it out of our system before going to church-LOL). I remember one particular Sunday when we got to
church, my mother sent us in to Sunday School, and just sat in the car and had a good cry! To use an old
Southern adage, “BLESS HER HEART!”
My mother was always the first to encourage us in church things. Much of what God has done in my
life is because of her commitment and influence. The value of a godly mother cannot be measured. I thank God
for the one He gave me.
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CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

Visit our Web page at http://rbaappalachianministry.weebly.com
Appalachian Mountain Ministry Newsletter
May 2017
Excitement is all around the ministry as we are getting a new building up behind the Associational offices on Lake Joy Rd. The frame work is being put
up and the walls and roof will be the next step. The final step will be putting
in the loading dock. And then the big celebration of moving into it and using
it to the fullest. The women who help pack the goods are so excited they
wanted a celebration at each stage of the construction. The environment will
be so much better with everything in one location.
This year looks to be the largest year we have had at this point, we have already sent two semi loads to the mountains which equates to 8 normal truck
loads and we have sent 9 of our trucks to other sites. God is blessing this
ministry beyond belief. We could very easily send a million pounds of donated goods to the mountains before years end.
We want Associational Churches to understand that we are also available to
help the needy in our local area as we know that there are disasters that
strike all of us during the year. If a church has a need please give us a call
with the items of need and we will do everything in our power to get it and
provide it to the person in need. We appreciate all the churches do and ask
you to pray about possibly providing financial help to us to keep this ministry performing God’s work not only in the mountains but in the local areas.
We are looking forward to possibly moving into the new facility in the first
week of May. Thanks to Tim Millwood and all of the committees that have
been responsible to make this dream come true.
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director of Appalachian Mountain Ministry
P.S. Pastor’s remember if you have a family that requires help call. (478396-9316)

First Baptist Church of Warner Robins
Sunday, April 30, 2017
Celebrates 75 Years

Houston Lake Baptist Church of Perry, GA

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017
PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK!
CELEBRATING 181 YEARS
WITH DR. J. ROBERT WHITE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR-CEO
GEORGIA BAPTIST MISSION BOARD

First Baptist Church of Centerville has a new Pastor!

Rev. Don Feezor
Senior Pastor

Pastor Don is our Senior Pastor at First Baptist Centerville. He is married to Julie Ann, and they have
two sons, Tim and John.
Don is a graduate of Augusta University (Bachelor of
Science in Psychology), and The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary (Master of Divinity). Before
coming to FBC, he served as pastor to churches in
Florida and South Carolina.

RBA Welcomes You!
Central Baptist Church has a new Pastor!

Stephen Byrd
Pastor Stephen was born and raised in South Louisiana. He is married to Jennifer and they have three wonderful children.
After graduating from Southern Miss, Stephen and Jennifer served
for two years as USC-2 Missionaries in Springfield, MO. He then
returned home and received his Masters of Divinity in Christian
Thought from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Before coming to Central, he served as pastor to churches in Louisiana
and Georgia.

