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A Shift of Seasons

Have you noticed the weather in recent years? It’s been warm at Christmas and still cold into April.
Winter seems to come later and Spring reflects the same delay. “Tornado Alley”--once across Texas and Oklahoma and the plains, seems to have shifted easterly, now focusing of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.
The environmentalists tell us it’s global warming. The “conspiricists” tell us it’s the government manipulating
the weather. Truth is, I don’t know.
What I do know is like the apparent weather pattern changes, life’s seasons also bring changes: Changes in thinking, changes in priorities, changes in allegiances, changes in health, and changes in attitude. Some of
you will identify with the “shift of seasons” to which I refer. As we get older, some things become amazingly
clear, while other things we once were so sure about seem to cause us to reflect on and reconsider. I’m thankful to say that faith is one of the things that has become clearer for me over time. Some of the things I now reconsider have to do with love and relationships. Paul was spot on when he said no matter what seemingly great
spiritual strengths we possess, it’s all in vain if we don’t have love (1 Cor. 13).
There are things in my life and ministry for which I once possessed great patience--like people who
want to argue, and whine, and manipulate. I hate to admit it, but I’ve lost my patience for such. Life is just too
short. There’s too much to do and too little time for bickering and complaining. If a person isn’t willing to be
part of the solution to a problem, I don’t give much time to their backbiting and murmuring.
I’m thankful to be able to report that my patience in some areas has grown. I don’t expect every thing
to be easy anymore, and I don’t have to have it “today”; good things often take time; I also don’t have to have
the approval of others. While that last thing might be necessary to hold the position of leadership that I hold
(and I acknowledge and accept that), the truth is I’m learning to listen more and more to that still, small internal voice and compass and listen less and less to the prevailing winds of popularity. Emerson said, “In the end,
the sanctity of your own mind is all that matters.” I would agree--if he means that it’s the internal man, the
spirit and conscience that count. If that is only a “me” thing, and not a spiritual-yieldedness to Christ, then that
is also empty.
There has, in this great nation, been a shift as well. The greatest generation is passing quickly from us.
The loyal and humble men and women of WWII are now in their 90’s. They were followed by a generation
who rebelled and questioned most everything. That generation was followed by my generation who wanted to
be heroes and accomplish things, but it seemed the great wars had been fought and the moon had been reached,
so we settled for doing little things in great ways. We now have a generation who seemingly expects to be catered to--we see them in the streets (backed by mega bucks--I’m not stupid) and demanding their way. They
have fought for nothing, earned little or nothing, served only themselves, and yet sincerely believe that it’s
amazing the world has existed for thousands of years and hundreds of generations before they got here to tell
the rest of us what is right. There’s a word for that: pathetic. If that sounds old and cynical--so be it; it’s also
true. This is not an excuse to fail reaching them with the Gospel--Christ died for them, too.
I’m thankful to report that this generation, like the hippies and yuppies before them, does not include
every young person of this generation. Perhaps among us are those who still can actually think for themselves
and evaluate what they hear. Perhaps among us in our churches are those who still value the things that past
generations have and are willing to discuss and even be taught. It would seem the shift of seasons has brought
the realization that our remining years must be spent investing in these young people. Our glorious LORD is
always the hope of tomorrow, but the realization is He will express Himself through these in whom we invest
the principles of discipleship. As your own seasons of life shift, become more unselfish and invest in those
who will follow you. Little of what we’ve worked for will remain if we fail in this important task. Blessings to
each of you.
Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor. Search

Committee working on this.
2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047—Without
a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
3. Lizella Baptist Church—2950 S. Lizella Road, Lizella Ga 31052. Without a pastor.
Search Committee working on this.
4. Midway Baptist Church—P.O Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052—Without a pastor—Search
Committee working diligently on this.
5. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088. Without a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
6. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069. Without a pastor.
7. Shady Grove Baptist Church—3642 Hwy 41 North, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor.
8. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093. Without a pastor. Search Committee working diligently on this.

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
April 2018-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director
Well I thought winter was gone and summer was here. I should have sent that request before My Father in Heaven before I had such a thought. At least I think the worst of
the winter and cold weather is over and we are pressing on to that beautiful season of the
year when flowers are blooming and everything is so magnificent. Isn’t God great? He
knows just how to bring us out of the winter and make us smile and get ready to harvest
the crops.
We have been in prayer for three of our sites up in Jellico, Tn. to be able to find a
building that we could take a semi into and help them much more than we have been able
too. GOD is good! Last week they got a building and will have the keys in just a few days.
Our next load going out on the 4th of May will probably be their first load. These three sites
are helping children and families in just about every way you can think of. They are having
classes this summer for all middle school and high school boys and girls on how to use
tools such as saws, nail guns, drills, and other tools so that they might be able to use them
around their homes or to have some skills that might be able to land them a job. They are
teaching boys and girls in the elementary and middle schools to sew that they might have a
skill and at least be able to make themselves some clothes. They also have horse and cattle
classes with the local 4-H clubs where children learn how to care for animals and groom
them and even take them to a fair nearby. This is a great feat that they are doing. It is a
blessing to be able to help them.
God is blessing the donations as we have been getting a huge amount of donations
from the people in the community and from several of our regular donators. This material
is being sent to the mountains so that people can have items that they have never been
able to get. There has been several people who have lost their homes this spring and winter with fires. The items we send helps to put them back into a home with furnishings that
will allow them to get back to a stable living condition. We thank every church that helps
us and contributes to the Appalachian mountain ministry. Your donations are a blessing
to the people in the Appalachian Mountains.
Book Bags are just around the corner be looking for a letter of guidance on the book
bags soon!
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director, Appalachian Mountain Ministry Director

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
April 29, 2018
July 29, 2018
September 30, 2018
December 30, 2018
If you would like to make a donation to help with food
etc. please send it to: CSM, 101 S. Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
the volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin August 27, 2018 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

