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Happy Mother’s Day

“There’s Nothing In It For Me”
I was saddened by the above quote recently. I won’t say who said it or the context, but it disappointed
me. The person who made the statement did not even know that I heard--and I was quietly glad for his sake--it
would’ve embarrassed him. Let’s be honest, association meetings aren’t as exciting as other things--but they
are sometimes needed-- to conduct the business of the kingdom that binds us together, sometimes for communication, and sometimes just for fellowship as we’re reminded of being a part of something larger than ourselves or our church.
I try to be very respectful of people’s time--it is valuable. I’ve made a conscious effort to start meetings
on time and to end at or very close to the time to which we’ve committed. I’ve also cut back on the number of
meetings we have--just a once-a-quarter council meeting and a twice a year Executive Committee Meeting
(these are required by our Bylaws).
Last week, in order to accommodate busy schedules, we moved our Spring Executive Committee meeting to lunch---90 minutes--a working lunch where we served a catered meal and met while eating and fellowshipping. To our 14 churches represented--thank you. To our busy pastors and laypersons who made time to be
here--thank you. To be honest, we didn’t accomplish what I’d hoped for---the number of persons in attendance
was not many more than the regular evening meeting time slot. My invitation had simply said, “If you cannot
attend, please appoint a staff member or layperson to represent you.”
Maybe there were those who intended to be here or to appoint someone; maybe an emergency came up
and they had to be at the hospital (I’ve been in ministry 33 years--I would’ve understood.) I sincerely hope
you’re not like the guy who spoke the above quote when asked why he never comes to anything. It’s a bit sad
and even ironic to me: we’ve just come through Easter and all preached on how great a sacrifice Jesus made.
Praise God Christ didn’t say, “There’s nothing in it for me.”
Fifteen years ago, I was asked to leave a thriving church and accept these duties as Director of Missions. I resisted--because I’d seen the frustration Boe Stanley lived with. But, never once did I say, “There’s
nothing in it for me.” If God was in it--that’s all I needed. To this very day, I count it a privilege to serve you-and I try to do so every day.
A huge problem with our churches today is that we bring a “consumer mentality” to church. We ask,
“What do you have to offer?” instead of “How may I serve?” We bring an attitude that expresses, “Why
should I attend here as opposed to other churches” instead of “Is this the place God has called me to worship
and contribute?” “What are you going to do for me?” instead of, “What can I do for someone else?”
Recently in Cuba, I was amazed by the level of commitment and sacrifice there among the pastors and
laity. I was privileged a few weeks ago to preach via Skype to brothers in a gravely-persecuted nation--some of
whose group have risked and even given their lives for Christ. We discussed suffering, faithfulness, etc. I then
fielded questions from those in attendance. Not once was I asked, “What’s in it for me?”
Whenever someone among us comes to a position of honor (promotion, convention appointment,
prominent church, etc.) I am often asked, “Why do you think he got that?’ In reality, what we are often asking
is, “Why Him instead of me?” I do not claim to know all the reasons--be they the Sovereignty of God or human political connections. But this one thing I have observed over 3+ decades of ministry----most of the guys
who rise to those positions are not guys who say, “there’s nothing in it for me.” They are men who say, “We
all have 24 hours in a day--I can serve as well as anybody.” They are men whose heart has been enlarged beyond their own borders, and thus their territory and sphere of influence enlarges, as well. To those who serve
and support beyond their church--Thank you!
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has
for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. Midway Baptist Church—P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052
3. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069.
4. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
5. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Our needs for the Dental Clinic:
Paper products
Water
Drinks
Snacks /chips
Office Supplies
BELL EVENT NEEDS: May 17th 7:00 am - 4:00 pm
Volunteer Drivers and Parking Lot attendants
Snacks/cookies/beverages
Donations for lunch expense

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life
Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or
email Teresa Hodges at thodges@careforlifeclinic.com
Thank you!

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
April 2019-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

2019 has been a very productive year. We have been able to help Homeless Veterans,
and people who have had needs brought to us by their pastors. Additionally, we have been able
to send out 30 loads of material to the Appalachian Mountains and to the Louisiana Delta.
We have entered into a partnership with the Rolling Hills Ministry in Ruston, Louisiana
who supports 8 sites in 8 parishes and are starting up two more. They are doing a marvelous
ministry in that area. The area is very similar to Appalachia where the area is very depressed,
jobs are few, and people need the same items as we provide to the Appalachian Mountains. I
have visited the main site in Ruston and is helping many people. In addition to the stores they
provide GED training and testing for people over the age of 19. It has been a very successful
program. Many of the people like up in Appalachia quit school prior to graduation and then
have no way of getting a job. They will be working with us to begin some of the same operations in the Appalachian Mountains.
We have several churches to speak to about the ministry and will be doing that over the
next several months. We welcome the invitation to any church that would be interested in
knowing more about the mission of the Appalachian Mountain Ministry. Please call Pete Soots
at 478-396-9316.
Be on the watch for the Annual Back Pack Ministry that will be starting up within the
next 60 days. Information will be provided, and it will be handed out at a kick off meeting that
will be held at RBA. The Date and Time will be sent out as soon as it is finalized.
We are in the final stages of providing the ability for people to donate money on line directly into our account. As soon as it is finalized, we will be publicizing this in the newsletter.
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
June 30, 2019
September 29, 2019
December 29, 2019
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: RBA, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner
Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.

Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and our
precious volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.” In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a
Southern Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3
programs that can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks long
each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can be applied
toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.

Next classes begin August 2019 (Certificate)

Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have a
partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to complete
a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or
who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs to grow
in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South Georgia in
Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information.
There’s still time--but don’t delay.

Rehoboth Baptist Association Partnering with
Lifeway & Rebuild Warner Robins
World Changers
June 10-14, 2019
First Baptist Church of Centerville—Host Church
108 Church Street
Centerville, GA 31028
478-953-3387
For more information call Mike Talley at 478-997-3747
We will need help with meals for the youth—over 80 coming to
do work. It’s a great mission opportunity. Let’s get involved.

