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THE DEGRADATION OF SOCIETY

I remarked to a dear friend today, “We live in troubling times.” I know that has been said in many eras.
It was said during the Revolutionary War. It was said during WWI and II; it was said during the turbulent
1960’s. Perhaps the apostle Paul, in Romans chapter 1 had some insight as to why societies are always digressing toward chaos and anarchy:
“. . .because although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in
their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like unto corruptible man—and birds and four-footed
animals and creeping things.
Therefore, God gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies
among themselves, who exchanges the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served creation, rather than
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason, God gave them up to vile passions. . .And even as
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind to do things which
are not fitting: being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things. . . (Romans 1: 21-31).
I would submit to you—the above description aptly fits what we see on television going on in our
streets today. People have come out of the closet (because they once did things that were shameful and they
knew it) and have come out into the open with their vile passions. People are violent: parading in the streets—
cursing and striking out at an enemy that is not flesh and blood—but who wears the name of flesh and blood
because the enemy of the people of God incites hatred and violence. Bigotry and hatred blind us to the truth of
individuals who are not our enemies. If Satan can get people to see only race, color, or differences, then persons are easy to incite because they feel justified in their hatred.
I don’t know who will be elected to the White House in November. To be honest, I have concerns
about either candidate, but one thing I do see: the fact that we have all the ugliness and lies and slander and
viciousness tells me our society and nation are in trouble. We have become a nation of crude, rude, hate-filled
leaders. I’ve been reading through the book of 1 & 2 Kings with my son in the mornings. What strikes me as
the common element in much of what is chronicled there is “as the leaders go, so goes the nation.” That is very
disconcerting to me as a citizen, as a father, and as a minister of the Gospel.
The sad truth is: we live in a nation of blind people who no longer care about truth—we choose to believe what we want about our respective candidate, and to ignore the obvious flaws—even lies:
“maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit. . .backbiters . . .inventors of evil things.”
I am a student of history—both sacred and secular. I am not an alarmist—I can see where movements
in society come and go, and the pendulum swings over decades from liberal to conservative, and from structure to anarchy. But, we have come to a place where there are persons in power who actually benefit and perpetuate their power by the division and hatred and thus they continually stir it up. Ahab and Jezebel died long
ago, but I fear a similar spirit still works in our midst. May God have mercy on our nation.

Please participate in the special prayer emphasis on Sunday, 9-11-16 for America.
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CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates for 2016

October 30th;
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

Pastor / Staff
Appreciation Day
Sunday,
October 9, 2016

Attention
RBA Ministers & Wives /
Ministerial Staff
Invitations has been mailed
For a BBQ Fellowship
on
Thursday, September 22, 2016
6:00 pm.
Sandy Valley Baptist Church
Please RSVP
Child Care Provided

478-987-0005 or
kathy@rehoboth-assoc.org

179th RBA Annual

Please join us for our

179th Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
At Sandy Valley Baptist Church
Guest Speaker
Dr. Michael Lewis (NAMB)
7:40 p.m.
Registration: 3:15 –4:00 p.m.
Afternoon Session: 4:05 p.m.
Evening Session: 6:50 p.m.

September Birthdays!

Happy Birthday
Wilber Bond-6th
Linda May–12th
Ronnie Clements—24th

