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Those Spared and Things Shared

Christmas brings celebrating with gifts, get-togethers, parties, worship services, caroling, etc. It is appropriate we do that, but it is also important that we do these things without a callous attitude toward all the
suffering in the world. In fact, for many this time of year is the most difficult as they experience grief over
lost loved ones, stress over the world situation, loneliness, etc.
In Kentucky, where the devastating tornadoes ravaged last week, they are struggling to survive and to
pull their lives together. It could’ve been us, but we were spared. Why were we spared? I don’t know all the
reasons, but I know one it is NOT: it is not because God loves us more or because we are more righteous than
those impacted.
Our Lord cleared that up in Luke 13 when He spoke of two then-recent events where persons had died
tragically: first, Jesus discussed those Galileans who had been slaughtered on the Temple Mount by Pilate;
then, He spoke of the 18 who perished when the Tower of Siloam had fallen. We don’t know a lot about either of these events from history, and they are mentioned only briefly here in the New Testament. But, our
Lord’s point is abundantly clear: never think when tragedy befalls someone they deserve such a fate more
than you or me! He also uses that opportunity to urge every person to repentance “lest [we] likewise perish.”
Christ went on in that passage to lay aside several of our common assumptions: 1.) We mistakenly
assume when tragedy strikes, it is always Divine Judgment; Pilate killed the Galileans, and who knows what
mistake caused the tower to collapse? 2.) We mistakenly assume or presume “they had it coming” because of
some open or even secret sin in their lives. The book of Job underscores for us we live in a fallen world and
there is a war raging between good and evil and sometimes we are caught up in that conflict and are tested in
those experiences. 3.) We assume we have a right to comment or even to judge such circumstances, and we
never do! (We’d do well to remember Job’s counselors and God’s anger toward them as well as the disciple’s
mistaken notion of why the man had been born blind (Jn. 9)).
So, we are reminded with great clarity we cannot judge why such things occur where, or when, or to
whom they do. Perhaps an antidotal question we’d do better to ask is this one: Why were WE SPARED?
Since it is clear from Jesus’ words it is not because we are more righteous than those affected, it must be
something else. Certainly, first and foremost it is because of the sheer Grace of God! And, perhaps it is a test.
Just as Job’s plight was a test of his faith and trust in God, perhaps we are spared so we can demonstrate the
Spirit of Christ in showing love, support, supplies, and prayers toward those impacted. Perhaps our testing is
whether we are compassionate or callous toward the suffering we see.
I have been genuinely touched by the number of calls from persons wanting to help those who have
experienced disaster. Further, items such as storage containers and gift cards have started to pour in. We have
connected with two areas (sister associations) and are trying to assist each; one of these is the focus of our
D.R. Director who will travel there later this week and present what we have collected as well as assess
needs. The other is through our Appalachian Mountain Ministry and we are awaiting clearance from my cohort there to carry some items such as linens. The GBMB website also offers a way to give to the efforts.
We live in an area that has long enjoyed prosperity and blessings. If you doubt that, simply travel to
Appalachia or overseas with me—it will convince you! Scripture teaches us that to those whom much is given, much will be required (see the Parable of the Talents Mt. 25:14ff). I believe we have been blessed so we
can be a blessing to others. I hope each of you believes that, too. I have always been amazed at the provision
and grace of God. When we respond with generosity, God simply continues to pour out blessings. This season
of the year, we celebrate God’s immeasurable generosity in giving His only Son—a gift, a sacrifice given out
of incredible love! I want you to know that none of what is written here is to make you feel guilty. I simply
ask you to do what God stirs your heart to do. Merry Christmas.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Classes
Director: Rev. Tim Millwood
Location: RBA Back Assembly Room, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088
Many of you have been teaching for years, and I’m sure your pastor is grateful for your service. But, how long
has it been since someone “poured into you” and gave you a fresh perspective? Why not consider coming just
one evening a week and growing in your Bible knowledge?
Leavell College of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary still offers certificate classes @
Rehoboth Baptist Association on Monday evenings. Upcoming classes for Spring are as follows:
January 24 through March 14; 5:30 PM—7:25 PM: Missions—this course explores the Biblical and Theological basis for Missions as well as the New Testament examples and historical ways missions have been carried
out.
January 24 through March 14; 7:30 PM—9:25 PM: The Life of Christ—this course provides background to
and a survey of the life and ministry of our Lord: His Person, teachings, movements, and the significant events
of His life as chronicled in the Gospels are discussed.
March 21 through May 9; 5:30 PM—7:25 PM: New Testament Survey—This course provides a survey of the
New Testament, including an overview of each of the 27 books; emphasis is given to the theological contributions made by each author & book and a look at the overall message.
March 21 through May 9; 7:30 PM-9:25 PM: New Testament Book Study: Hebrews—This is a chapter-bychapter study of this dynamic book that does so much to help us understand the interaction between the Old
and New Testaments and how Christ’s ministry fulfills them.
Each course is SACS accredited and is equivalent to a 1 hour college-level credit course; courses can be applied to earn a Certificate from Leavell College (8 courses in the curriculum) or to an associate or bachelor
degree. Cost for each course is $100.00 with a one-time $25 application fee; the only other expense is the text
book for each course—and we keep these very reasonable at $20-30 each.
Contact Tim Millwood for more information: tim@rehoboth-assoc.org or 478-987-0005.

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry, Pete Soots, Director
December 2021

This is the time of the season when everyone is in the giving mode more so than the
receiving. We are definitely in the mode to be able to give as the weather has brought situations which has
completely uprooted thousands of people leaving them with absolutely nothing. The Appalachian Mountain
ministry is in contact with one of the hardest hit areas. We are awaiting word when we can take a load of miscellaneous items to the Central City and Mayfield areas. They have reported that they currently have plenty of
clothes, but are in need of plastic storage totes to keep clothes and items dry as they find them or get new ones.
Additionally, they are interested in linens, and miscellaneous household items which we have quite a few boxes already packed that we can take immediately upon notification which should be on Monday. He also indicated that he would like some toys for children which we also have. We sent three boxes of about three hundred coats or more to our representative partner in Whitley County Kentucky that is cleared to go in on the December 28th which will allow them to have them. Would you like to help you can send checks to the Rehoboth
Appalachian Mountain Ministry marked for tornado assistance in Kentucky and we will ensure that it gets in
the right hands to help the people there? This is not going to be a one month need, but an ongoing need, as people have nothing, they are starting over. My thought was had it not been by the Grace of God, it could have
been Warner Robins. Some of us would think differently if it were us that got hit, but we can make a difference
by helping others to rebuild so they can restart their lives.
Appalachian Ministry will be closed effective December 21, 2021 until January 4, 2022. When we open
back up, we will have items that we will not accept such as: Gym equipment, Items that are not complete,
Items that are broken, Christmas ornaments, large picture frames and pictures, computers that are not working,
liquids, broken furniture, if you got rid of it because it was ripped, or the leather has pealed off, we will only
have to send it the dump. We have spent over $4500.00 this year on sending items to the dump. Set them out
on the street. We are not the dump.
We have limited space to store items and we need to store the items that they really need not broken
items that they have to throw away because they have no means of getting them fixed. Please help us.!!!!!!!!!!!
If you have coats, please send them to us through January 30th because the need is great with all the
havoc the tornadoes have caused. We will move them as fast as we get them in to the sites in Tennessee and
Kentucky. We appreciate all the help you have provided.
There is always room for volunteers to help us pick up and load furniture for shipment to the
needed areas. Please call Pete Soots 478-396-9316 Phyllis Johnson at 478-396-9065.

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
01/30/2022; 05/29/2022; 07/31/2022; 10/30/2022
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.
Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully and send
food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your
time and talents.

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to my shopping list toward making a
monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of great fellowship and good food at
Ole Times Buffet in Centerville, Ga. Please note the dates for 2022 on
your calendars. 11:30 a.m. (Galleria Mall Parking Lot outside Belk’s)
January 18, 2022
February 15, 2022
March 15, 2022
April 19, 2022
May 17, 2022
June 21, 2022
July 19, 2022
August 16, 2022
September 20, 2022

