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Merry Christmas

How Many Men Does it Take to
Replace A Woman?
This time of year, we remember Mary and her selfless obedience to bring the Christ-child into the
world. I’ve often been asked, “Why is Mary blessed when she poses a question to Gabriel and Zacharias is
made mute?” If you look closely at the two responses to the angel, Mary’s response is one of method, or “how
will this occur?” In essence, Zacharias asks for proof, while Mary doesn’t question if it will happen, just how.
Paul writes about women in his epistles; many feminists today see prejudice in Paul, but I believe if we look
closely, Paul actually highly values and elevates women—he just sees women and men as having different
roles. This is a time of year when we appraise and take stock of things in our lives. We give thanks and express
love and appreciation. I’d like to take this opportunity to express that to 3 key women God has placed in my
life and work.
Back in the days before political correctness and before people were worried about offending someone,
I remember a certain nationality in Europe who were often the brunt of jokes with questions like: “How many
________’s does it take to screw in a light bulb?” The answer, by the way, was 4 because it seems it took one
guy to hold the light and 3 others to screw the ladder round and round. Why would my crazy mind remember
this? Well, recently my assistant, Kathy had to be out for the day. Kathy multitasks with ease, balances answering the phone and door; copies and turns out print jobs for ministries; she also laminates and dye cuts and
schedules vans and types minutes of meetings and produces this newsletter, schedules meetings and appointments for me, and . . .well, you get the picture.
So, when she was away, I couldn’t help but think of the above question that serves as my title when
Wilber, Ronnie and I had to cover the office. The phone rang and rang; the door opened and closed and opened
again; work was done and left undone. I had meetings and had to come and go. People called and immediately
were reluctant to ask one of us about something because they were used to Kathy handling it all. I’ve often
heard it said, “No one is in-expendable; every one of us can be replaced.” That might be true, but Kathy is
pretty close!
This time of year, as we remember those we love and express thanks and appreciation for those in our
lives with whom God has blessed us, all of us, especially me, need to remember Kathy Bryant. She avoids the
spotlight like the plague, but so much of what gets done in ministry around here simply wouldn’t happen without her hard work, dedication, and eye for details.
By the way, I concluded it takes 3 men to replace one woman: it took Wilber, Ronnie and me to do
what Kathy does. Now, if I could just finish this article, but Kathy isn’t here to impose a deadline (and BTW,
if there are misspellings, I plead the 5th because she wasn’t here to proof it—LOL).
My wife Denise and I have an unwritten covenant about December activities: she does the shopping
and I put up the tree and Christmas lights. We bought a new “pre-lit” tree just last year and spent more than I
thought it’d cost. I put it up in the attic with the greatest of care—and took it down just as gently. We only
used it 3 weeks. Guess what? When I got it down in early December, only about a third of the lights worked. I
worked for hours—testing wires, tightening and checking bulbs—the bottom worked and only about half of
the top. I’ll just say it—the preacher wanted to “cuss!” In a testosterone-induced frenzy, I was ready to throw it
out and forget the tree when Denise calmly brought home some strands of lights and we put them on and the
tree looks fine (you can only see the non-working ones if you look closely—still chaps me pretty well and I
want to take my hammer to it—but I’m trying not to think about that--LOL).
My daughter is a teacher, wife, homemaker, and most importantly, mother to my grandson!! As crazy
busy as she is this time of year, she still took time to send me suggestions for her mom for Christmas. She also
took the time to make a video for our grandson—it was from a certain guy who lives “way up north,”—totally
cute! When it came time to go see “Granny” (my mother)—she was totally ready and had Asher ready and she
and Matt (our son-in-law) rode for hours and entertained a 3-year old and never complained.
To these three women, and to a fourth, my mother, I owe my life. Sometimes, they amuse me; sometimes they astound me; regularly, they baffle me (they’re women, I’m a man); but above all, they bless me and
keep me grounded and remind me of what is important. Merry Christmas!
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Avenues of Opportunity
Churches without a Pastor

Shirley Hills Baptist Church

First Baptist Church of Marshallville

Left picture: Tim and Denise
at Jessica’s wedding.
Right picture: Jessica and
Asher.
Middle picture: The Millwood
home in Christmas lights.
Lower left: Tim and Kathy.
Lower right: Micah and the
tree I want to kick.

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates

January 31st; May 29th;
July 31st; October 30th;
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

Appalachian Ministry
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Sponsored by:

Rehoboth Baptist Association

Director: Pete Soots—478-396-9316
Deputy Director Speaking Engagements / Donations; Pickup / Packing:
John & Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065
Mentor: Anna R. Lovor n—478-224-3416

Items Needed: New / Gently Used Clothing, Shoes, Dishes,
Kitchen Ware, Linens, Bedding, Appliances (working condition), Books,
Magazines, Toys, Mattresses, Furniture, Tools (shop / yard), Fishing Gear, Bicycles (any condition),
hygiene items, and puzzles etc.
Donation Drop-offs: 746 Lake J oy Road, War ner Robins, GA 31088
Place items on tables under the carport. (24/7

Please lift these churches up in prayer as they undertake reaching people with the gospel. Sunday School Mentoring Program

Byron Baptist Church
Chamlee Memorial Baptist Church
Henderson Baptist Church
Lighthouse Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Marshallville
Oakland Baptist Church
Peachtree Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Perry
Sandy Valley Baptist Church
Second Baptist Church of Warner Robins
Westside Baptist Church

