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On Christ and Cavemen

When I was a boy studying history, I remember the pictures of “cave men” in history and social studies
books searching for food. I also remember from Sunday School the story of Adam & Eve, Cain & Abel, etc.
For some time, I tried to reconcile these stories. How could what anthropologists wrote about and the Bible
stories all be true? If they were different, how then could both be true? Since then, I’ve learned and experienced a lot of things in life and in books and studies that have helped me understand the answers to these questions.
Today, there are those who would scoff at the Biblical account of creation and history. But, I fully believe it without reservation. I heard an amusing and sad story on the news this week: a group of atheists has as
its slogan this year: “Make Christmas great again: skip church!” In other words--they’re capitalizing on the
Trump slogan and their point is it’s more fun to celebrate Christmas without worship. The sad part of that is,
without Christ and His coming, there would not be a holiday called Christmas. His very Name is the core of
the holiday (BTW we get “holiday” from the ancient term “holy day,” --a day set apart for religious consecration).
When we read carefully in Genesis, we realize that when man sinned in Eden, he was thrust out into a
hostile, now fallen world. This would explain the “cave men” and searching for food, not in the ape-like status
the Darwinists show us, but in the survivalist, forging sense. In fact it is possible, even likely that Adam and
his descendants dwelled in caves for some time. They sought out any place that provided shelter, refuge, and
protection. Men and women today still are searching for shelter, refuge, and protection. That is true of many in
a physical sense, and true perhaps of many more in an emotional and spiritual sense. What is beautiful is that
Christ came to be just that: our shelter, our refuge, our protector.
A year and a half ago, I found myself in Bethlehem, Israel. The community is pastureland, still home to
sheep. There aren’t many trees, as there aren’t in much of Israel. So? So, I realized that for far too long, I’ve
had a Western and even Americanized mindset about the Nativity. In America, trees are plentiful--that’s why
we build so many things out of them. So, we “naturally” assume a wooden stable and a wooden manger
would’ve been the crib of Christ. But, going to Bethlehem changed that for me: all that is there are caves; and
almost everything there is made out of stone.
So, here is my point: If Christ were born in a cave, it is profoundly fitting because he came to undo
what landed men in caves to begin with! If Christ’s manger was made of stone, and likely it was if he were
born in an ancient cave, then the very nativity description points us to his death: there he is, wrapped in strips
of cloth (that’s what swaddling clothes are) and lying on a stone! What a “rough” place for a baby! What an
even rougher place for a man without sin--to be nailed to a tree and laid in a barrowed grave (man-made cave)
of stone shrouded in burial linens!
This time of year, we pause to celebrate and give thanks for Christ’s coming. Why did He come? To be
one of us; to take away the penalty due us for sin; to undergo and endure all we endure in a fallen world; to be
rejected so that He might comfort those who know rejection; to suffer that he might intercede for those who
are suffering; to die that He might bring hope to those who are destined to die; but above all, to RISE that He
might be “the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom. 8:29), and give us life in His Name. Praise God for a
Savior who would leave Heaven for a hellish existence; one who would set aside His throne for a thorny
crown, and who alone would choose a cave for his birth, instead of the Castle that was due Him! Praise God
for Jesus!
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CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
January 29, 2017; April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

Appalachian Mountain Ministry Newsletter
The Appalachian Mountain Ministry team would like to wish each of you who get this
letter or read it a very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. This is a season when we
look back on what God done by sending His Son down on this earth so that we might have the
opportunity to live eternally with His Son in Heaven. As this ministry team looks back on this
year, we feel so Blessed at having the fine community that we live in, which is caring and desires to share with those who are less fortunate. Praise the Lord for the giving people of this
association and others who have contributed to this ministry this year.
This year has had some very interesting moments. First, we have delivered an estimated
500,000 lbs. up to the Appalachian Mountains. These deliveries went to eight different sites,
each that supports up to 9 counties. We delivered over 250 bikes, 1500 Bibles, Christmas gifts
for the children at each of the sites. Additionally, we have sent up a lot of furniture items,
TV’s, dishes, household items and many men’s women’s and children’s clothes. In delivering
these items we encountered several challenging moments: the truck had to have a transmission
replaced and two weeks later it went out again and had to have it replaced. The following
week we had to put a new compressor on it which set us back considerably. However we serve
an awesome God and He provided for our needs and allowed us to make the final trip of the
year with the donations we had received.
The Appalachian Ministry team is looking forward to the new warehouse that is getting
near to be started to be built where we will be allowed to work in good working conditions
and out of the weather along with having everything in one building. We want to thank Tim
Millwood who has been instrumental along with the different committees in the association to
get us to this point. During this time we have been allowed to use space normally used by the
Disaster Relief Ministry Team and we are internally grateful to Ronnie and his ministry team
for all of the help and cooperation they have afforded us.
The new year is going to be a challenge as we have to begin collecting donations to be
able to continue supporting the Appalachian Mountain Ministry. Each trip we make costs
roughly $400.00. If you would like to support this vital ministry, you would be encouraged to
send your donation to Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA
31088. Please mark for Appalachian Mountain Ministry. Your donations will be greatly
appreciated and you will receive a letter to allow you to claim it as a donation on your taxes. If
you would like to help pack items we pack every Tuesday at Ms. Anna’s packing shed and we
always can use men to load the truck on Tuesday evening currently at 5:00 P.M.
We pray each of you will have a Blessed 2017.
Pete Soots
Pete Soots, Appalachian Mountain Ministry Director

PROMO COPY FOR THE REACH 2017 EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
THE URGENCY OF THE GOSPEL

An Urgent Call In Desperate Times.
We Will Answer With The Gospel.
Play time is over. The bell has rung, the flare shot. If the sentinel has ever cried out, he just strained
his vocal chords.
The underlying clarion call of every newspaper headline, every protest rally, every crack in government, every church conflict, every race battle is, at its essence, a plea for the Gospel.
And we stand as stewards of that Gospel. Will we fully answer that call?
If we found a cure for cancer, would there be any justification for hiding it from mankind? Of
course not. Would it not be infinitely more unethical, immoral — even wicked — to lock away the
cure for the eternal wages of sin inside the walls of our churches?
Imagine instead your community with the Gospel fully unleashed upon it. The healing that would
occur. The transformation that would stoke revival fires. A people restored to God. It is possible. Because the Gospel isn’t a religious notion… it’s the power of God.
But, as Carl F. H. Henry said, "The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.”
The need is urgent. The responsibility is ours. The time is now.
So please mark your calendar to join in and rally together with fellow Georgia Baptists who will
gather in Warner Robins to celebrate, recalibrate, and respond to the call to preach The Urgent Gospel that rests upon all of us.

Date: Monday and Tuesday, January 23 and 24, 2017
Location: Central Baptist Church, 1120 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins 31088
Times: Begins 1:30 pm Monday. Ends 8:30 Tuesday night.
Cost: $0

Learn more at http://gbcevangelismconferences.com

