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Not A Pagan Holiday

Most of us have heard the criticisms and arguments regarding December 25th as being the chosen celebrated birthday for Christ. Many purport that it came from the ancient Roman and pagan practice of celebrating the unconquerable sun that coincided with the winter solstice (celebrated December 25 but actually occurring on December 21). But, researchers who have studied the ancient traditions have challenged this conclusion.
The fact is that in the early church, Christians focused far more on Jesus’ death and resurrection than
they did his birth. But, there is a little-known tradition among Jews (little known to most of us “westerners”)
that the holy prophets died on the same day (date) as that which they were conceived. So, early Christians took
this notion/tradition and applied it to Jesus (who certainly had a prophetic ministry and as the Mount of Transfiguration demonstrates--was paid homage by even the greatest of the prophets).
What does that have to do with the discussion of December 25? Well, there are two calculations about
when Jesus died: Western Christians calculated the crucifixion occurred on March 25 (coinciding with Passover/Easter) so, according to that tradition, Christ died on the same day he was conceived (March 25) so his
birth would’ve had to have been nine months past March 25, thus the December 25 birthdate. Are you confused yet?
In the Eastern church, they calculated Jesus’ death on April 6 and his birth according to the same reckoning as occurring on January 6th (him having died on the same day He was conceived and his birth having
occurred 9 months later than April 6th on January 6th. To this day, our friends in Moldova (being pervasively
influenced by the Eastern Church) celebrate Christmas on January 6th.
So? So, here’s what we know from history and records: As early as 204 A.D., the Roman priest Hippolytus wrote about Christ’s birthdate in his commentary on Daniel. We also know that 70 years later, the Roman Emperor Aurelian instituted the Festival of the Unconquerable Sun on December 25th. So, this was likely
done by the emperor in an attempt to reclaim a holiday from Christians for pagan purposes. In the end, the
conclusion among conservative scholars is that the pagans adopted the December 25th date from Christians and
not vice versa! (I am indebted to Dr. Rex Butler of NOBTS for explaining and teaching all the above).
In the end, the exact date might not be as important as the fact that Jesus came and that we celebrate
His coming. So, I tend to present the above facts and refuse to argue over this rather quickly. Paul warned us to
avoid doubtful disputes (things that cannot be absolutely nailed down). Paul was a guy who did not like to major on minors. Perhaps far too many of us do so today.
The main point, and one worth noting, is that December 25th is the traditional date for Christ’s birth
dating all the way back to the ancient and early church. Whether the tradition of the holy prophets dying on the
same date as they were conceived is absolutely right or not, I don’t know. (More research is certainly warranted on that). But, what does touch me is that the early Christians sought to honor Christ and placed Him above
those same prophets, this calculating his conception and birth.
Even among the Eastern & Western Christians, we disagree on the exact date we use to calculate
(BTW--the 12 days between Dec. 25 and Jan. 6th are where the 12 days of Christmas come from-did you know
that?). But, just like we don’t know the exact year of Jesus’ birth, but rather that Luke narrows it down to with
some few years, what is important is that we know that Christ came. I just wanted you to feel good about celebrating and to have a defense for those who criticize the December 25th date.

Blessings to each of you, and Merry Christmas! Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. Midway Baptist Church—P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052
3. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088.
4. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069.
5. Shady Grove Baptist Church—3642 Hwy 41 North, Byron, GA 31008.
6. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN
MINISTRY COAT DRIVE
(A MINISTRY OF THE REHOBOTH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION)

DO YOU HAVE CLEAN, GENTLY USED COATS THAT YOU NO
LONGER NEED?
MANY MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN IN THE APPALACHIAN
MOUNTAINS, ONE OF THE MOST POVERTY STRICKEN AREAS IN THE U.S., WILL HAVE NO WARM COATS THIS WINTER
AND NO MEANS TO BUY THEM – BUT – YOU CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR DONATIONS.
DROP OFF LOCATION: 744 LAKE JOY ROAD, WARNER ROBINS –
FOLLOW THE “DROP OFF DONATIONS” SIGNS OR CALL 478-396-9065
FOR PICK-UP.

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
December 2018-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director
Where has the year gone? It seems like the calendar is rolling much faster than it used to. This
has been a very busy year and it has kept the Appalachian Ministry Team very busy. We have sent 10 semi
loads and 20 of our box truck loads up to the mountains to support the less fortunate. We have also sent over0
1400 back packs up to the children for Christmas this year. This was 500 more than we sent last year and beat
our goal of 1200. Congratulations and thank you to all of the churches that supported this vital ministry.
The sites in Appalachia are in need of coats and perishable canned goods, rice, and beans. If you have
any of these items please drop them off at the Packing shed on Monday, Friday and Saturday afternoons between 1:00PM to 4:00 PM and all day Tuesday 8:00AM until 5:00 PM. Thank you for your contributions.
Also if you have any of the brown grocery bags they are badly needed by one of the sites.
We were hit with an unexpected expense in the last couple weeks in November as we had to have
a complete overhaul on our Diesel engine in the truck. This was something that had not been planned or
expected. We have been set back a little bit to try and get it paid off. Without the help of the Rehoboth
Association we would have been down to nothing in our budget. Any help that churches can provide
will be greatly appreciated. We currently have about 120 gaylord boxes packed that need to go to the
mountains.
If you would like to spend some time with us packing the goods for the mountains we would love to
have your help. We pack every Tuesday from 8-5. We also are being opened on Monday, Friday and Saturday afternoons 1-4 so you have several times that you can volunteer. The three afternoons we would like to
have two people work as it makes greater security for both of them who are working. Please contact Pete
Soots at 478-396-9316 or Phyllis Johnson at 478-396-9065.
We will be closed from the 21st of December until 2 January 2019 to give our volunteers a break and time to
spend with their families through the Christmas and New Year Holidays. The window will be open and the
bins will be emptied periodically throughout the day to allow goods to be dropped off but their will be no one
available to have furniture dropped off until 2 January. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
The Appalachian Mountain Ministry team wishes each of you the most wonderful Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!!!
Pete, Phyllis, John and the Appalachian Mountain Ministry Team.

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
December 30, 2018

If you would like to make a donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: RBA, 744 Lake Joy
Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
our precious volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin January 2019 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called
to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South
Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Wilber Bond, Kathy Bryant, Brenda Hicks, Ronnie
Clements, Linda May, Ed Gonzales, Pete Soots, John and Phyllis Johnson

