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1 John 4:19
We love Him because He loved us first.

The “Why” of It All

I become nostalgic this time of year as I teach a course through Genesis. Nostalgic might be an inaccurate word, but I always return to the same thoughts and feelings, and long for something lost. I think what
we each long for is what Adam lost—fellowship with God, a sense of meaning and purpose, as well as a return to righteousness. It is no accident that 1 Corinthians 15:45 calls Jesus “the last Adam,” because Christ
came to undo all that Adam had done in the Fall. This addresses one aspect of the “why of it all.” Why did
Jesus have to die? To pay the penalty for our sins that we might be reconciled to God.
But, there’s more. As you study Genesis, there are some profound questions addressed, both theological and philosophical: Why are we here? Where did we come from? Is there any meaning and purpose to life?
What’s wrong with the world? All these questions are addressed in Genesis. The “Why of it all” is that God
willed us to exist—so we could know and enjoy Him; We came from Him and all life’s hidden meaning and
purpose are to be found in Him—in the One Who made us. What’s wrong with the world? In a word: Sin. Is
there hope? Yes, in Christ.
There’s still more: one can read and even get bogged down in all the books of the Bible and the genres
of Scripture and miss the main message. What then is the “why of it all” of the Bible? Genesis still reveals the
answer. Has this thought occurred to you? Everything after Genesis chapter 3 is really about God’s solution to
man’s sin problem. From Genesis 4 all the way through the Old Testament history and the prophets, the New
Testament Gospels and epistles, and all the way to Revelation 22, the Bible is about one thing: Redemption.
That is, God’s plan to redeem mankind from sin and restore us to fellowship with the Godhead.
More? What about the Church? Why are we here? If you ask anyone who has ever been through seminary and passed a Theology of Worship course, he/she will tell you the main purpose of the church is to worship. But, I would submit to you that if it were only about worship, then we could worship perfectly at home
in Heaven—so there has to be another reason we are still on Earth. Have you ever looked at the worship In
Revelation 5? It is perfect, exuberant, and profoundly Christ-centered! Now, that will be true worship! But,
for now, we are in the world to be salt and light, to take the message of the Gospel, and to disciple those who
respond in faith. There’s a Why of it all for the church on earth.
How about our society? If you are disillusioned by all the turmoil, division, untruth, and selfabsorption----just hold onto your seats. It will probably get worse. (Bro. Tim, you usually encourage us!
LOL). I am not trying to be discouraging, but the Bible does seem to indicate to us that “evil men and seducers will wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). But, again there is a “why of it
all” concerning society. Paul addresses this in Romans 1. In essence, the apostle says that man, in his fallenness, pushes God out—out of his life, out of his thoughts, and out of the public sphere and private sector of
society—until man’s society begins to crumble under the ever-increasing weight of sin. Fallen man’s inner
darkness displays itself in violence, distrust, greed, crime, inhumanity, etc. until that darkness engulfs society.
This is what grieved God and brought the judgment of the Great Flood in Noah’s lifetime.
Then lastly, we turn our thoughts about Genesis to individuals: there’s a man among pagans who will
listen to the true God and obey: Abraham; he is given a son when there’s no normal way he could have a
son—because God makes a way where there is no way—for those who will trust only Him. There’s his
grandson Jacob who gets tired of all his trickery and the aftermath it brings and wrestles with God until his
heart and name are forever changed. What Jacob had been trying to grab and steal—God wanted to give him
all along. Then there’s Jacob/Israel’s son, Joseph who has the wisdom to recognize God’s providence and
purpose in his suffering and His life is used by God to save many.
After a year of a pandemic, perhaps it’s time we recognize that God is calling us still—still to trust
Him like Abraham; to let go and let Him change us—like Jacob; to be willing to endure and be faithful—like
Joseph. Are we listening?
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
2. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
3. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Woodberry
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products,
Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Woodberry at
twoodberry@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Pete Soots, Director
February 2021

I want to take moment and thank all the wonderful people who support our ministry. We could not do
what we do without your wonderful support. Fuel prices are going up and our supporters must know it and are
responding so wonderfully. I want you to know that I am praying every night for each of you. I pray God will
shower you with blessings beyond measure. Thank you.
Our coat project is finishing up in just a few days so if you have any to bring over please do it before
th

the 29 as we will be making the last delivery. The outpouring of your love in this project has been such a
blessing to the men, women, and children in the Appalachian Mountains since they are having a rough winter
this year.
Backpack time is just around the corner. We are shooting for 1800 this year. A meeting to explain all
the details and assign the number of each bag we need will be announced shortly and an email will give you
the time, place, and date. Please inform all the POC’s as it will be essential that they are there to get the correct information.
I want to close this letter by giving each of our volunteers a super big thank you for all the labor the put
in at the center packing and preparing the items to be sent to the mountains. You are the Best! I know that
there are more out there thinking and praying about joining our group. We pray that God will encourage you
to come and give it a try. If you find it is not for you, we will still love you and wish you well in another endeavor that God has developed for you. Be assured we are praying for you.
If you would like to volunteer to pick up items through the week, please contact Phyllis Johnson or myself and
we will explain the task to you. You can pick your day and time. It helps to have a buddy with you to help
with the lifting. Thanks for your consideration.
Love in Christ as His servant, Pete Soots, Director RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
5-30-2021; 8-29-2021; 10-31-2021
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of fellowship and good
food at Ole Times Buffet, 2922 Watson Blvd, Centerville,
GA 31028 . Please note the dates below on your calendars.
January 19, 2021
February 16, 2021
March 16, 2021
April 20, 2021
May 18, 2021
June 15, 2021
July 20, 2021
August 17, 2021
September 21, 2021
October 19, 2021
November 16, 2021
December 14, 2021

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to m shopping list toward making a monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.
21. Toilet paper is always needed, one of the most asked for and least available.
If you have a question on any of the numbered items, please call the Christian Social Ministries at 478329-0760. Ed Gonzales

Wilber Bond

Admin. Treasurer for RBA
March 5, 2021—31 years!

