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Building Kingdom Churches Since 1837

March 17th is a celebration of the famous Missionary to Ireland, St. Patrick. Though this holiday is
misused, as God’s People we should rejoice and remember its true meaning.

On the Three “B’s”

There’s an old Baptist adage about “the three B’s”: Buildings, Budgets, & Baptisms. In effect, these are
the things we often count to measure our effectiveness. Now, a lot could be said both for and against such criteria: a church absolutely can be succeeding in the Lord’s work even if it’s been a long time since they built
something. I know a lot of great churches who are seeing God at work who don’t always meet budget. And,
Baptisms is only one barometer of success, although I would suggest an important one as it is an indicator of
whether or not we are carrying out the Great Commission.
The association can be looked at in at least two ways: on one hand, RBA is an extension of the churches and is the sum total of the member churches; from another perspective, the association is a “back-up” to the
churches in the sense of support, the churches themselves being the “front line” in the battle for souls. Still, the
question arises: How are we doing? And how are we to know (measure) our effectiveness?
If we look at buildings, we have some exciting news: The Appalachian Ministry Building that we voted
on more than a year ago is finally about to get underway. We rejoice in this and give praise to God! It’s been
quite a process, as we’ve had to walk through a legal easement, then a legal “exception” for the building (now
our office is surrounded by residential property); then, we had to get approval for an existing septic system to
be used (this saved a lot of money and time). But, it looks as though the ground-breaking is finally here.
When it comes to budgets, let me be transparent: for more years than not, RBA has not met or exceeded budget. That’s the “bad news.” The good news is we have operated in “the black” overall--in other words
we spent less than budgeted in almost all areas. We are grateful for your church’s commitment to working together. It is noteworthy that almost every church in the association has contributed some support in the past
year, and several churches have shown marked increases in giving. Again, we are thankful.
Now, concerning baptisms: If you were in attendance at this past October’s annual meeting, we did not
recognize our leading churches in baptisms as the stats were not yet in (the Annual Church Reports “ACR’s”)
for many churches had not yet been completed. What we did accomplish though, in conjunction with the
GBMB Evangelism Conference at Central in late January was to recognize and give plaques to our top 10 baptizing churches. Even with this though, we are ‘down” in baptisms overall compared to a decade ago. Our baptisms as an association was over 500, but under 600. In the past, it has reached 800.
I recognize harvesting souls is work, and is often a process: meeting people, building a relationship,
introducing them to Christ through the Gospel, and seeing them come to faith and a commitment. Let’s be
clear: this is God’s work--only He can accomplish salvation. But, I do believe He empowers us--if we are
yielded vessels who have his heart for lost people.
I also think there is another measure of effectiveness: how are we supporting and aiding the churches in
their respective ministries? Only you can tell us--but I honestly hear many good replies on this subject and
Kathy and I often receive positive feedback. Thank you for encouraging us. One more barometer: I think we
need to measure how our “cooperative” ministries are doing: CSM, Appalachia, Dental Clinic, Seminary-these are things we are doing together--often with great results because of God’s blessings and your commitment. Again, Thank you!
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VBS Clinic—2017
First Baptist Church, Perry
03/18/2017

Schedule
7:30 – 8:15 a.m.
8:15 - 8:40 a.m.
8:45 – 10:15 a.m.
10:15 – 10:50 a.m.
10:50 – 11:35 a.m.
11:35 – 11:45 a.m.
11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Registration & Continental Breakfast
Worship Rally
Base Level Conferences
Food, Fun & Fellowship
Special Interest Conference # 1
Break
Special Interest Conference #2

A en on: If you are an Associa on VBS Director please contact the Kids Groups and Faith Development
Oﬃce to register your Associa on Team – 770.936.5286 for Sharon Nowak
Childcare: Childcare is not available. Children are not allowed to attend conference.
Refunds: Full refunds are available if requested 21 days prior to the conference. No refunds are available
within 20 days of the conference.
Confirmation Information: The contact person will receive a confirmation e-mail once payment and registration form have been processed. Registrants should check with their contact person for additional information
before coming to the conference.
Groups and Faith Development Photo and Video Policy: Groups and Faith Development regularly takes photos and shoots video during its events as a means to gather materials for promotional and production purposes.
Accordingly, during your time at this Groups and Faith Development event you and any of the other participants may be photographed, filmed or videoed. Therefore, every participant of a Groups and Faith Development event, by registering for the event and/or attending the event, acknowledges and agrees that these photos,
films and videos may be taken and used in Groups and Faith Development products and promotional materials. If you are the primary contact person from your church, please notify all your participants about this
agreement, policy and practice.
E-Mail Policy: Providing your email address will allow future periodic email updates from our office. Your
information will not be shared with others.
If you have any questions please contact our office 1.800.746.4422 ext. 286 or 770.936.5286

https://ga.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55226610

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Newsletter
March 2017
It is hard to believe that winter is almost gone and Spring is on its
way. The weather we have been having makes you think that Spring is
here. With Spring, will come a new building for the ministry. It has been ordered and should be delivered in about 5-6 weeks. We will be having a
ground breaking on Tuesday 21 February. Then we will see equipment coming in and the scraping of the topsoil will take place so that the concrete can
be poured. Once the building arrives we should be in it within about 2-3
weeks. This is an exciting time for all the volunteers who work so diligently
and faithful in conditions which are very poor for the job that we do. I am
encouraged and I know they are. Persons who haven’t worked in these conditions do not understand. We want to again thank the Rehoboth Association
for everything they have done to make this become real.
We are about ready to launch our Website and we would encourage each
of you to go out and view it. It provides information about a lot of the sites
that we support and even has a gallery of pictures that we have collected to
give you a feeling for what the living conditions are for the people everyone
in the local area helps us to support them.
To get to the web page use the following address: http://
rbaappalachianministry.weebly.com/ It will be on line on 1 March 2017. I
hope you will share it with all your friends on Facebook and any other social
media that you might be on. This will help spread the word.
Please pray for what God might want you to give in support of the organization. Without your donations, there is no way that we can meet the
need of the very needy folks in the Appalachian Mountains. You donate by
sending a check to Rehoboth Baptist Association marked for Appalachian
Ministry. It is tax deductible and you will receive a letter to go with your tax
filings.
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

RBA Appalachian
Ministry
Ground Breaking
Ceremony 02/21/2017

Pictured Left to Right—Rev. Tim Sizemore, Pastor of Lighthouse B.C. &
RBA Vice-Moderator; Rev. Tim Millwood, D.O.M.; Mayor, Randy Toms;
Phyllis & John Johnson, Appalachian Min. Deputy Directors; Pete Soots, Director of Appalachian Ministry and Rev. Mike Winfree, Pastor of Oakland
B.C. ****Picture courtesy of: Phyllis Johnson

Rehoboth Bap st Associa on
Family Ministry
Dr. Victor S. Lyons, (Assoc. Chairman)

Workshop—2 Emphases
1.) Who are the children we’re trying to reach? (demographics,
characteristics, unchurched, needs, etc.)
2.) How do we teach children for maximum impact and at an appropriate “depth”?

Date: Tuesday, March 14, 2017
Time: 6:30—8:30 p.m.
Place: Templo Bau sta Hispana (Spanish Mission)
Address: 1306 Feagin Mill Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Speaker: Mrs. Lucinda Lyons, M.Div.
Please call in your total number of people a ending.
(478‐987‐0005)

