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Another One in the Books,
but There’s So Much More To Do

Each year we work to insure our RBA Annual Meeting is a “success.” How do we define success?
There are several criteria: attendance, smooth-flow (no glitches), materials prepared, dynamic worship experience, messages that connect, positive feedback, etc. Inevitably, I’m often reading something like this article by
someone who is telling me how great some event was, and hear me carefully, we need to celebrate what God
has done, but I occasionally wonder if the “touting of success” is an attempt to make something better than it
actually was. This article is sincerely not such an attempt. I am indebted to everyone--Kathy, Wilber, Ronnie,
FBCWR, Tim Sizemore, Winfred Huff, Dr. Gerald Harris, Micah Emery, Dr. Charles Carter, and many others
who made this year’s meeting an inspiring event.
True transparency forces me to concede that I’m always relieved when the annual meeting is finished
and “in the books.” It’s a lot on our plate--and we want it to “go well.” October is an incredibly busy month for
us here at the RBA office! We have the Baby Comfort Station that involves almost 2 weeks by the time we put
it up and take it down and operate at the fair for 11 days. That involves almost 160 volunteers! Then, as soon
as that’s done, we have the annual meeting that has taken months of preparation between the reports, materials,
budgets, speakers, agenda, etc. In the midst of that, I have the seminary extension center and we finish two
classes (Certificate Program) in October, and start 2 more--so there are finals, grades to enter, new registrations, etc. Denise recently told me, “Tim, you’ve got to slow down--you’ve been gone almost every weekday
evening for a month,”--and it’s true.
This year’s meeting marked the 180th year for RBA. I’m always cognizant of the rich heritage we have
in missions, Christian education, and evangelism. In fact, RBA was formed because there were those who did
not want to do “missions to the heathen” or have any “book learnin’” or focus on the Great Commission. They
said, “If the Lord wants to save people--he can do it without men.” Now, hear me clearly, The Holy Spirit is
sovereign and can (and must) draw men--but God’s plan and Jesus’ commandment is for us to go and tell.
That’s why Rehoboth Baptist Association was birthed 180 years ago. It’s why we continue to do missions; it’s
why we accepted the South GA extension center for NOBTS; it’s why we recently had an evangelism rally and
recognized our leading churches in baptisms.
But, let me be blunt: that’s not enough. It’s not that God is harsh or demanding or legalistic--quite the
opposite, in fact! He is loving, gracious, kind, patient, etc. He wants all men to be saved (1 Tim. 2:4), and He
has given us the privilege of being a part of His great eternity-impacting enterprise! But, we have failed. Let
me say it again--we have failed. (Yes, I know salvation is not up to us--we cannot save people, only God can).
But, the truth is we have stopped being obedient to the Great Commission--we have, in this politically-correct
environment and syncretistic society of ours stopped talking to people about Christ and the salvation he offers.
How do I know?
I was in a meeting the day before the annual meeting with a hundred other pastors and missionaries and
Dr. Chuck Kelley, president of NOBTS. We (the SBC) have for 16 straight years declined in the number of
baptisms we are seeing. This is not simply preachers worrying about stats or numbers--it is about the declining
number of souls making commitments and beginning discipleship in the body of Christ. We have more churches than we’ve ever had--and yet are being far less effective than in past days. Why?
It seems to lie in 2 obvious areas: 1.) Perhaps we are not as cognizant as our predecessors of our/their
dependence on God; maybe our prosperity and past success has caused us to take God’s blessings and power
among us for granted. 2.) We have stopped having Gospel conversations. We either have unconsciously retreated into the background of our dying world or have foolishly bought into the lie of universalism--that everyone is “okay” when in fact, they are not if they do not know Christ personally.
We must pray--and ask forgiveness; then pray and ask God to move among us again! And we (you and
me) must dare to do what we did when we were newly saved and gratefully excited about the Gospel--we must
tell. Our convention/denomination will never rise above what we--the grassroot Southern Baptists are unwilling to do. It is NOT up to others--it is up to us. Forgive me as your leader for failing to keep this on the forefront of all we work to do.
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Rehoboth Baptist Association
Baptist Women’s
World Day of Prayer
Byron Baptist Church
November 6, 2017 - 2:00 p.m.

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
October 2017 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

Fall is here, and the weather is greatly appreciated. It has been a hot summer with the
new building and the fans we fared well. There were a couple of hot days, but we are certainly
looking forward to the fall weather. This month we will be delivering the Backpacks that were
packed by the churches in the Association to Copperhill, Tennessee and deliver them to the Site
there to be used for the children in their area of responsibility. These bags will be leaving on
the 4th of November. We have a load going out to South Carolina on the 30tis of October where
we will be taking furniture, Christmas items, clothes, and dishes. We also have a semi going
out the second Friday of November which will go to support the sites at Jellico and Williamsburg. As you can tell we are really keeping busy. It seems like each week we get more and
more donations. We are truly grateful to Goodwill, The Warehouse, Macon Methodist Children’s home, Hospice thrift store in Warner Robins, Cochran Thrift store and the marvelous
and generous people in the Warner Robins community for their regular donations to this very
important ministry.
This work could not be accomplished without all the volunteers that we have coming on
a regular basis. They are so dedicated to this ministry and they all work in harmony together
that it is marvelous to see how they do as a team. Everyone just jumps in and helps where the
need is and before you know it the mountain of donations that have been brought in over the
week are packed and the gaylord’s are situated and ready for shipment.
We want to thank each one who contributes money to the Appalachian Mountain Ministry. This money is used for transporting the donations up to the mountains. If you would like to
become a monthly donor or if you would just like to contribute from time to time you can send
your check to the Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, Ga 31088
with the mark for Appalachian Mountain Ministry inserted. Your donations are tax deductible. We appreciate everything you do to help this ministry continue to grow.
We are now collecting coats for the people in the Mountains. If you have a coat or
coats that are in good shape and just want to find a good home for them, please bring them
over to our facility and they will get a welcomed home in the mountains.

Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

Notes from:
Ronnie Clements,
Director of Disaster Relief

Rehoboth Baptist Association collected 600 +
Buckets of Care for Hurricane Harvey Victims
with 480 going to Jacksonville, Florida and the
rest will be awaiting shipment to the next designation needed.

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.” In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity
that is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At
Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs
that can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin October 16, 2017 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.
Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.
Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.
Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.
Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.
Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

