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Gracious—Patient-Peaceful
I Agree with T.R.
The leadership position I hold does not lend itself well to politics nor sports rivalries, although I have
gotten caught up in both at times, I recognize that Christian cooperation and relationships that will last for
eternity are far more valuable than temporary situations—be it in a bowl game or in who is currently occupying the state or national capital.
I understand that we are each passionate about many things: our team, our party or candidate, our hobbies, our children and grandchildren, etc. This is not necessarily a bad thing; in fact, Solomon in Ecclesiastes
pleads with us, “Whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might!” But, in our zeal, we are often
less than kind or considerate in things we say, attitudes we display, and the like.
I was reminded of the above fact this month as Georgia faced Alabama once again for the national
championship game. I saw numerous comments on FB that made me shake my head. Even among Christians,
I raised my eyebrows at some comments. My boys sometimes hate to watch a game with me, because rather
than spurring on their zeal, I will often seize the opportunity to wax on about a life lesson that readily presents
itself in the situation: for example, when a criticism is leveled against a player, I remind them of something I
read years ago by Theodore Roosevelt. It’s entitled,
The Man in the Arena.
It is not the critic who counts
Not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles,
Or where the doer of deeds could have done them better.
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,
Whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood;
Who strives valiantly;
Who errs, who comes short again and again,
Because there is no effort without error or shortcoming,
But who does actually strive to do the deeds,
Who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions;
Who spends himself in a worthy cause’
Who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement,
and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly.
So that his place shall never be with those cold
And timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.
“Bro. Tim, what’s your point?” The next time we armchair quarterbacks or Lazy-Boy home-run hitters lay a charge against a player, we should first ask ourselves—honestly, “Could I do his job or play his position even for 5 minutes?” It both amuses and frustrates me that many who spouted ugly things all season
about Stetson Bennet now claim to have known all along how great he was. Not only are we those “who
know neither victory nor defeat,” when we do such things, but we also malign the dignity of the ministry and
the Christ Whom we represent when we display our flesh in such trivial matters.
Recently I had a friend preach at a church and left feeling spent but satisfied in the effort and passion
he’d given in delivering the message. The next day, he received an email detailing a rather scathing indictment regarding his shortcomings as a preacher. He responded in kindness, and sincerely considered the criticisms as sometimes the Lord speaks to us through others. Now, while he had no doubt many pastors might’ve
done a better job than him, he couldn’t help but return to the sentiment and question above as we talked about
the email: “Could you play his position, or fill a pulpit effectively even for 5 minutes?” I won’t venture an
answer to the question, because each of us already knows the answer. I have come to believe that what often
seems a superior opinion is in fact nothing more than an attempt to cover up one’s own utter insecurities by
pointing the finger at another to deflect scrutiny. May God help us all to be more gracious, patient, and
peaceful.
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New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Classes
Director: Rev. Tim Millwood
Location: RBA Back Assembly Room, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088
Many of you have been teaching for years, and I’m sure your pastor is grateful for your service. But, how long
has it been since someone “poured into you” and gave you a fresh perspective? Why not consider coming just
one evening a week and growing in your Bible knowledge?
Leavell College of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary still offers certificate classes @
Rehoboth Baptist Association on Monday evenings. Upcoming classes for Spring are as follows:
January 24 through March 14; 5:30 PM—7:25 PM: Missions—this course explores the Biblical and Theological basis for Missions as well as the New Testament examples and historical ways missions have been carried
out.
January 24 through March 14; 7:30 PM—9:25 PM: The Life of Christ—this course provides background to
and a survey of the life and ministry of our Lord: His Person, teachings, movements, and the significant events
of His life as chronicled in the Gospels are discussed.
March 21 through May 9; 5:30 PM—7:25 PM: New Testament Survey—This course provides a survey of the
New Testament, including an overview of each of the 27 books; emphasis is given to the theological contributions made by each author & book and a look at the overall message.
March 21 through May 9; 7:30 PM-9:25 PM: New Testament Book Study: Hebrews—This is a chapter-bychapter study of this dynamic book that does so much to help us understand the interaction between the Old
and New Testaments and how Christ’s ministry fulfills them.
Each course is SACS accredited and is equivalent to a 1 hour college-level credit course; courses can be applied to earn a Certificate from Leavell College (8 courses in the curriculum) or to an associate or bachelor
degree. Cost for each course is $100.00 with a one-time $25 application fee; the only other expense is the text
book for each course—and we keep these very reasonable at $20-30 each.
Contact Tim Millwood for more information: tim@rehoboth-assoc.org or 478-987-0005.

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry, Pete Soots, Director
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With all the help of the Rehoboth Baptist Churches and people in our community, we
made 2005 children incredibly happy in the Appalachian Mountains. We are getting ready for
next year as we write and hope you will all be on board as we are changing gears and doing it a
little different.
We hope it will help churches by having only to run a campaign and raising the funds and
sending it to us.
We will buy everything in bulk and keep the price at the same level as last year $40.00 per bag.
We will ask churches to help us pack back packs when all items are received. After a little
practice we feel with ten people we can pack 500 bags in a day.
Some of the churches have already asked to help make the modules which speeds up the packing process.
Every child will get the same equivalent item for gender and age. Every child will get every
item and hopefully make some incredibly happy children. A letter is coming out to all pastors
any day now and a copy of the letter is being sent to WMU and Mens lead to help get information out.
The Coat project has been a giant success as we sent an estimated 1400 coats to adults and
children in the mountains and I now with the winter they have so far, they are enjoying those
coats. Thank you to everyone who helped with this project
Volunteers: We are still in need of men available to help load trucks an average of once a
week.
If you can help, please give me a call at 478-396-9316.

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
05/29/2022; 07/31/2022; 10/30/2022
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.
Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully and send
food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your
time and talents.

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to my shopping list toward making a
monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of great fellowship and good food at
Ole Times Buffet in Centerville, Ga. Please note the dates for 2022 on
your calendars. 11:30 a.m. (Galleria Mall Parking Lot outside Belk’s)
January 18, 2022
February 15, 2022
March 15, 2022
April 19, 2022
May 17, 2022
June 21, 2022
July 19, 2022
August 16, 2022
September 20, 2022

744 Lake Joy Road W.R. Ga. 31088
478-396-9316
Pastors and Supporters of the Appalachian Mountain Ministry (AMM) Backpack Project:
First, we want to thank you for your support in 2021 which enabled us to send over 2000 backpacks to
the boys and girls of Appalachia. That is over 2000 children who received clothing, food, hygiene items and
candy for Christmas. But more importantly, they received the word of God and a pamphlet telling them about
the true meaning of Christmas. We may never know what lives were changed because of your generosity.
However, 2021 allowed us to recognize changes that need to be made to make this ministry better for
all who are involved. It is our goal that every child receives a backpack that is virtually the same as every other
child of their age group and gender. We would never want any child to feel less worthy because they received
a backpack that didn’t contain the quantity or quality of items as other children. We know ALL children are
equal in the sight of God and should be treated as such. However, we found that in 2021 many backpacks contained more items than requested while others didn’t have enough.
To remedy this situation, instead of asking your congregation to buy items and fill backpacks, in 2022
we are asking you and your congregation to contribute the money you would normally spend on backpacks
and allow us to purchase items and fill the backpacks using volunteers from churches. We believe this will
have benefits for us all. It will be easier for your staff since the collection of funds is easier than collecting,
storing and delivering backpacks; easier on the congregation since they won’t have to shop at different stores
to find the necessary items to go into the backpacks; and easier on our volunteers because once we fill the
backpacks, we will know each backpack has the correct quantity of items and they are ready to go to our ministry partners.
We have determined that each backpack donated to us in 2021 cost an average of about $40. Even in
this time of escalating prices, we believe that buying the required items in bulk will allow us to keep the cost
of backpacks about the same. As stated earlier, in 2021 we sent over 2000 backpacks to Appalachia and anticipate needing that same number again this year. That means we will need to raise $80,000 to purchase backpacks and the items required to fill them. We are asking you and your congregation to prayerfully consider the
number of backpacks your church can sponsor.
Also, we ask that you provide us a point of contact (POC) who would be willing to coordinate volunteers from your church to help assemble backpacks. Please use the contact information below to provide the
name and contact information of your POC.
Finally, we want to thank you and your church for your past and future support of the AMM and especially the Backpack Project. Without the participation of your church, we would not be able to support our
ministry partners by providing backpacks for the less fortunate children of Appalachia. Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions regarding the AMM ministry or the Backpack Project.
Working together with your church to make Jesus known to the people of Appalachia,
Pete Soots, AMM Director Phyllis Johnson, Assistant Director
Petesoots6@gmail.com
jgjplj38@windstream.net
(478) 396-9316

(478) 396-9065

Joe Collins, Project Coordinator
Joe@choosetcs.com
(478) 731-0328

