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Are You a Worshiper?
The ministry holds many joys and blessings. It also holds many pitfalls. One of those
involves doing something so long and so many times that we can become robotic doing it;
that is, we can go through the motions without our hearts really being in it. One of those things is a worship
service. Now, please note I said a “worship service,” and didn’t say “worship.” I’ve been through many services and if we’re honest, all of us have “checked out” during a service at one time or another. But the act of
“worship” is simply something you cannot do without your heart being in it.
From the time in Eden, man was created to be a worshiper. The Fall of man severed that relationship.
Early in Genesis, sacrifices were instituted, so fallen man could approach God. Abraham was a worshiper. All
the way back to the closing chapters of Exodus where the Tabernacle was instituted, God has sought to restore
our ability to worship Him. Ultimately, we know this restoration takes place in Christ as we are reconciled to
God through Him (Eph. 2).
So, let me ask again, “Are YOU a worshiper?” Note I didn’t ask if you’re a Christian, nor did I ask if
you “attend” worship. I asked if you are a “worshiper.” I had this discussion with my family recently. When I
pass out of this world, I want my children and grandchildren to know I didn’t go to worship because it was my
job as the DOM. I want them to know I love the Lord and want to worship Him. I don’t want them to think going to church is the right thing to do (it is but that’s not enough)—I want them to love and worship Him. If I
accomplish nothing else in life, if I instill nothing else in my children, I hope to instill this—because it is the
most important thing there is—it is the essential purpose for which we were created.
Now today, what is considered “worship” intrigues me. No, I’m not talking about “style,” either. I honestly don’t care if you’re for traditional or contemporary, or something in-between. That is not the point. The
point is worship, to truly, actually, authentically be worship, must come from your heart! It must be something
you want to express to God. It must come from a heart of thankfulness; it must come from a heart convicted of
sin; it must come from an attitude of reverence and admiration for God—and you might express that exuberantly in song, or quietly in tears of brokenness, or reflectively in silence (some of the greatest moments I’ve
ever had with the Lord were when I was too overwhelmed to say anything, but took perfect comfort in the
knowledge He knows my heart and I don’t have to say anything.)
Note that Moses wore a veil in front of the people (Ex. 34: 25ff), because the glory of God shone on his
face. But, when he went in before the Lord (to worship) he took off the veil as if to say, “You see everything
anyway, so I just want to be myself before you—without any pretense or caring what others think.” As a Baptist leader, I long for the day when we can be expressive (if we’re inwardly compelled—not outwardly compelled) or not have to be expressive, for instance like raising our hands (if we’re uncomfortable with that) and
not be considered unspiritual; I also long for the day when if it’s in our heart to shout “Amen,” we can do so
without being looked at by others. In that day, we will truly be living out what Paul expresses in Romans 14:
freedom before the Lord—to observe something if we want, or to not observe something if we don’t feel inwardly compelled by the Spirit to do so.
Many well-meaning folks today want to tell us we must worship a certain way, express our feelings or
praise a certain way, or otherwise, we are not pleasing God. I always remind myself every time I walk to the
pulpit, there very well may be persons present who will never fill a pulpit, but who are far more spiritual than
me, and with whose hearts God is more pleased than mine. Today, in these times of change in the church, we
have voices who want us to be more traditional, and others who want us to be more contemporary; some who
want it quiet, and others who want us to be more exuberant and expressive. Truth is—there might be a time
and place for each of these things. In the end, I’m glad none of these folks who seem to be so spiritually ahead
of the rest of us is the judge of our worship—but rather the LORD—the One Who alone we are to worship, and
the One Who ever looks upon the heart and seeks those to worship Him in Spirit, and in truth.
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Avenues of Opportunities
Please remember our RBA Churches without permanent pastors.
1. Cross Point Baptist Church—Perry, GA
2. Fellowship Bible Baptist Church—Warner Robins, GA
3. Second Memorial Baptist Church—Perry, GA

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
March 29th; May 31st; August 30th; November 29th of 2015
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

