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RBA Churches Together—Let’s

Please prayer walk your student’s schools and
send the participant count in to the RBA office.

“Besides all this, There is the Deep Concern
I have for All the Churches "

The Apostle Paul wrote the above words in 2 Corinthians 11: 28. It is interesting he lists that overarching burden on his heart at the end of what some have called his “spiritual resume.” Paul’s spiritual resume is
the list of hardships and sufferings he has been through in serving Christ. You’ll recall it: “in labors more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews on 5 occasions
I received forty stripes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep. . .” (2 Cor. 11: 23-25).
Let me be clear--I have never suffered like Paul. I have never endured the hardship or peril he describes
in these verses. He was a man on mission and sold-out to Christ. I respect and admire that. I have the same desire--to be a man on mission who is sold-out to the Lord, but the truth is only He can evaluate my service. I
suppose there was an element of risk to the 24 international mission trips of which I’ve been a part, but I don’t
think any of them could be compared with the extent of the apostle’s trials. I have been in ministry long
enough to know that discouragement and hardship test our commitment regarding those things to which we
say we are committed. As a pastor friend has expressed to me: “If I had a dollar for every Monday I wanted to
quit the ministry, I’d be a rich man by now.”
There are times when the burdens of service can actually cause us to forget the privilege of serving.
Stress is just part of the ministry, and Paul’s words above remind us that is nothing new. We deal with conflicts and problems in the church, but I remind our students at NOBTS, “If it weren’t for problems in the
church, we wouldn’t have most of Paul’s letters in the New Testament.” The reason people need ministering to
is because they have problems. The reason the Gospel must be preached is we live in a lost and dying world.
The reason we deal with issues in the church is because the saints, including those of us in ministry, have not
yet been perfected! Ministry is “messy” work--emotionally and relationally speaking. It is draining work mentally and spiritually, and often even physically. But, it is the Lord’s Great Work, and we are privileged to be a
part of it-- an endeavor that affects eternity!
A study was once done on the effects of certain activities and the stress and calories and energy burned
during them. Yard work, factory work, and similar endeavors were analyzed; even athletic activities were evaluated. And then someone studied pastors and preaching. Some of you will laugh but it was determined that the
exertion--physically, mentally, emotionally--of delivering a half-hour sermon before a public congregation was
equivalent to 6 hours of hard, physical labor! People around the association ask me why I always wear a coat
and tie to the pulpit. 1.) I’m old school--there is a dignity to being the Lord’s ambassador; 2.) I pour sweat and
often my dress shirt has been wet right down both sides all the way to where it tucks in my pants, and that’s
the truth! As the Spirit pours out, and the words pour out, and the sweat pours out, there is an outpouring in
spiritual warfare---and I’ve found that only spiritually mature people really grasp that.
Still, it is a privilege; indeed, an honor! I occasionally have someone ask, “Bro. Tim, do you have to
preach somewhere on Sunday?” I usually say, “Yes” and elaborate, or “no, not this Sunday.” But, what I’m
thinking inside is: “No, I don’t have to preach; I get to preach!” Expounding the Word of God is a privilege-an awesome responsibility--but a privilege!
But, with this position of leadership goes the “deep concern” for the churches. Let’s be honest: we are a
denomination in decline. Many of our churches across our convention and even some in our own association
are plateaued or declining. That gravely concerns me. I want to help, but the fact I’ve had to face is there is
only so much I can do because ultimately it is up to the church’s leadership and membership--to pray, to witness, to live in peace, to get along, to serve together, to be welcoming.
I pray for you as churches. I pray for your pastors--I want to encourage them. Oh, how we need a
movement of the Spirit of God! I used to think we had to wait on Him, but I’ve come to believe He is waiting
on us---to come to the end of ourselves, our programs, our techniques, and just get on our faces before Him
and confess our deep need of both cleansing and empowerment! Deep concerns indeed!
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has
for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA 31057
3. Midway Baptist Church—P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052
4. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
5. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Our needs for the Dental Clinic:
Our volunteers are our life-blood. While most of us buy our own lunch, one of
the few things we get to do is to say “Thank You” to our volunteers is to provide
them lunch when they serve. If you or your church would like to provide gift cards
for that, we would be grateful.
If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at thodges@careforlifeclinic.com
Thank you!

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
July 2019-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

We have a partnership with a new site in Ruston La. This site came to us
through the North American Mission Board in Atlanta and the Georgia Baptist
Mission Board. It is in the delta areas of Louisiana and is extremely poor like
the Appalachian Mountains. They have several sites that they support and are
in the midst of opening 4 more. The clothes and household goods that we
provide are helping them to do that. They have several services that they provide that we are studying and see how we could perhaps undertake one or
more and help our people in our local areas. We have taken 5 semi loads since
April and two of our trucks.
We continue to pick up items from Lizella Baptist Church the last Saturday of each month and continue to try and get other churches to collect items
and set up a day when we can pick them up. We have discontinued taking
large TV’s, large gym equipment, and items of furniture that are not in any
condition to be given to away.
Please pray for the Backpack ministry. There are many churches that are
not participating in this ministry, but I believe if they knew what these bags
mean to the boys and girls in the Appalachian Mountains, they would be eager
to help. The food for instance that is in the bags in many cases is the only
food children will have for Christmas Dinner. What are your children going to
be eating? Please pray about this vital ministry as we have a goal of 1500
back packs from Rehoboth for this year. Let’s step up to the plate and support our Heavenly Father in this endeavor.
We are in desperate need of drivers to drive to Jellico, TN., Knoxville,
TN., Copperhill, TN., Greer, S.C., Jefferson City, TN. and Ruston, La. If we
had enough drivers it would be one trip every 4- 6 weeks or longer. If you
are interested, please contact Pete Soots at 478-396-9316.
Pete Soots, Appalachian Mountain Ministry Director

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
September 29, 2019
December 29, 2019

If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: RBA, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner
Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.

Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and our
precious volunteers.

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic 8th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament
August 16, 2019
Southern Landings Golf Club
478-953-7770

182nd Annual Meeting
October 29, 2019
Friendship Baptist Church
1322 Feagin Mill Road
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-953-9509
RBA—Children’s Home Food Drive
August 12-13th
8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Please bring collected items & put in the trailer.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.” In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity
that is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At
Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs
that can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks long
each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can be applied
toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.

Next classes begin August 2019 (Certificate)

Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have a
partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to complete
a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or
who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs to grow
in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information.
There’s still time--but don’t delay.

