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A Cuban State of Mind

For a North Georgia farm boy, traveling the world was only a dream that I seriously doubted would
ever come true. My three brothers all live within a mile of where I grew up, and while there is absolutely nothing wrong with that provincial life, God had different plans for me. I was reminded of that last week as I
walked the streets of Cuba.
It is not a bigotry to acknowledge there is a common culture and “flavor” to all Latin countries. Having
been to Panama and Mexico, I saw and experienced similar things: language, customs, buildings, etc. But Cuba has a feel all its own. The people are warm and friendly; many of them are in great need, but they are eager
to share anything they have. Our hosts went out of their way to serve us, and they were incredibly careful to
take good care of us and to keep us in good health. Anyone who has ever traveled abroad knows one has to be
careful about foods prepared differently than your own and water can be dangerous if you are not used to it.
The pastors in Cuba reminded me of why I entered the ministry. In their faces, so passionate and excited about the things of God, I saw a more youthful version of myself. Most of them serve without pay, or with
little pay. Many of them work a job to provide for their family. Yet, they are eager to preach, eager to praise,
excited to gather and worship, ready to fellowship, and hungry to be instructed in the Word of God.
If I can be frank, sometimes I think our American version of Christianity might have just a bit too
much “me” in the mix: that is, I think sometimes our “pull yourself up by your own bootstraps” mentality
makes us more individualistic and self-centered than communal and familial. I was reminded and convicted
last week that in our world, it is incredibly easy to slip into an egocentric expression of the faith--which might
actually be more “fleshly” than we would want to acknowledge.
Walking down the streets of Camaguey fills the senses with an array of sights, sounds, and smells. The
Cuban streets have all one would expect: horse-drawn cabs, 1950’s Detroit produced automobiles, festive music in the background, happy people speaking excitedly and greeting one another. The traffic is a bit intimidating, but the carts, old cars, more modern vehicles, bikes, scooters, etc. all seem to work in a sync that is both
amusing and comforting.
One thing that barely worked while we were there was the internet. I was reminded of how dependent
on technology we have become--perhaps too dependent. Frankly, after I quit looking at my phone and put it
away, I found it kind of refreshing to be away from it, and to simply live in the moment and in my immediate
surroundings, and not worry about everything happening everywhere else. In a strange way, Cuba reminded
me a bit of Italy and Moldova, because the people there are not in such a hurry and they take time to truly enjoy life and one another.
It was a bit of cool fun to climb into a 1957 Chevrolet wagon and a 1958 Buick Special (both our taxis
on different days). To say it was nostalgic almost goes without saying. But, maybe those old cars represent
something far more valuable than the American dream that produced them sixty years ago: maybe they represent a simpler time when people drove to enjoy the ride and fellowship, rather than just to get somewhere.
Maybe in the metal of those classic cars there is a sliver of something precious we have lost: the ability to live
in the moment without wanting more, and to be able to cherish those whom God has placed in our lives. Put
down your phone and spend a few minutes with your Lord, and then with those He has given you.
Blessings,
Tim Millwood

Rehoboth Baptist Association
744 Lake Joy Rd
Warner Robins, GA 31088
(478) 987-0005 Fax: (478) 987-7489
Email: rehobothbaptist@windstream.net
Web site: Rehoboth-Assoc.org

Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has for them.

1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047
3. Midway Baptist Church—P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052
4. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088.
5. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069.
6. Shady Grove Baptist Church—3642 Hwy 41 North, Byron, GA 31008.
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093.



Houston County Schools start back
Wednesday, August 1, 2018
Please plan now to prayer walk your area
schools and send RBA your totals.

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
July 2018-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

God has been blessing this ministry this month. We have sent 6 loads this month and
will ship another 5 probably by the end of the month or 1st of August. God had blessed us with
a new partner for baby clothes and equipment. The Baby Country store in Warner Robins has
joined our team and has sent some excellent baby items over to the store. We have been able
to continue to help one church this month with items they required for members and have help
two disable vets. We also supplied items for Bro. Tim and his team that was going to Cuba so
that they would be able to help some of the pastors down there with some clothes that they
sorely needed.
The Back-Pack ministry is in full swing throughout the Association. There are several
churches that are already packing the back packs and I am praying that we will meet our goal
of 1200 back packs. I know that with God’s help we will meet the goal. Please pray what God
would have you to do to help meet this goal. People need to realize that the food in the back
pack and the toys and clothes they get might very well be everything they will receive for
Christmas this year. One boy wrote Bro. Bill Barker last year and thanked him for his back
pack. He stated that the only food he had to eat for Christmas dinner was the can of Vienna
sausages he received in his backpack. Think of what our children had to eat. It makes my
heart ache for those children. Let’s do everything we can to help them.
We were able to speak to three churches this month about the Appalachian Ministry.
Through these visits we have grown new contacts, people who want to be an active member in
the ministry, and people who have a heart to help those who are less fortunate that we are. We
would love to speak to all the churches in the Rehoboth Association. We can be contacted by
calling Pete Soots at (478) 396-9316 or John and Phyllis Johnson at (478) 396-9065 to arrange
a date and time. We have a slide presentation which takes roughly 30 minutes to accomplish,
however we will make the presentation suit the time you will provide. Thank you for prayerfully considering having us.
We will start collecting coats for children and adults alike beginning in September and
October. Their winters are much colder than ours and they can always use warm clothing such
has stocking hats, scarves, and gloves to go with the coats.
Serving a Mighty Lord and Savior,
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

Care taker

Ms. Anna Lovorn (neighbor to the RBA Office) is in need of a caretaker
who would assist with the home and personal business.
This would be a great situation for someone needing a place to live.
The duties would not require medical training, but she desires a woman
who is a Christian. Age is not a factor, so if you know of a student, a divorcee, another widow, etc., please contact the Rehoboth Baptist Association Office and we can get you in contact with Anna Lovorn.
Rev. Tim Millwood, RBA Director of Missions
478-987-0005
tim@rehoboth-assoc.org
kathy@rehoboth-assoc.org

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
September 30, 2018
December 30, 2018
If you would like to make a donation to help with food
etc. please send it to: CSM, 101 S. Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
our precious volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin August 20, 2018 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called
to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South
Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

2018
181st Annual Meeting
October 30, 2018
First Baptist Church of Centerville
108 Church Street
Centerville, GA 31028

2018 Schedule
AUGUST 17-18, 2018
TURNING POINT AT MABEL WHITE
BAPTIST CHURCH, MACON GA

F R I D AY
1:00 – 2:30pm – Registration w/ Snacks
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
2:30 – 2:45pm – Welcome, Prayer & Announcements
2:45 – 3:00pm – Transition to Breakout Sessions
3:00 – 4:15pm – Breakout Training Session #1
(34 topics offered)
4:15 – 4:45pm – Break/Transition w/ Snacks
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
4:45 – 6:00pm – General Session #1 “Restore”
(Worship/Music & Plenary Speaker)
6:00 – 7:00pm – Dinner Break
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
7:15 – 8:30pm – Breakout Training Session #2
(Same ministry tracks as Breakout Session

S AT U R D AY
8:00 – 9:00am – Registration w/ coffee & juice
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
9:00 – 10:15am – General Session #2 “Renew”
(Worship/Music & Plenary Speaker)
10:15 – 10:45am – Break/Transition
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
10:45am – 12:00pm – Breakout Training Session
#3
(Same ministry tracks as Breakout Session #1 & #2
but not the same topics)
12:00 – 1:00pm – Lunch Break
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)
1:15 – 2:30pm – General Session #3 “Refocus”
(Worship/Music & Plenary Speaker)
2:30 – 3:00pm – Break/Transition w/ Snacks
(LifeWay Bookstore & Vendor Exhibits OPEN)

#1 but not the same topics)
8:30pm – Dismiss

3:00 – 4:15pm – Breakout Training Session #4
(Same ministry tracks as Breakout Session #1, #2
& #3 but not the same topics)
4:15pm – Dismiss

To Register: https://www.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55228919

RBA—1200
Please turn all back packs into the Appalachian Mountain Ministry drop off point at 744
Lake Joy Rd. on one of the following dates: Sept 4,11,18, or 25th. The hours of operation on
those dates are 8AM-5PM. This will provide the packing team time to have them all packed
and ready to be delivered to the sites.

