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I'm praying that the America we've known
will still be there for them.

Between Peace and Panic

I don’t know where you live—that is, in your mind concerning your outlook and worldview, optimism,
pessimism, fear, anxiety, and the like. I really try to trust God and never be afraid—but fear is an emotion with
which each of us must deal at times. Believe it or not, even in the ministry, I’ve had people threaten me, criticize me, and gossip about me. These things bring fear and anxiety. John’s epistles tell us “Perfect love casts
out fear”—and we know God’s love is perfect—so it is clear He does not want us to live in fear.
Like many of you, I sat and watched the loud protests and celebrations last week concerning the Supreme Court ruling on same-sex marriage. I cannot say I was shocked or dismayed by the decision—we’ve
been slipping down this slippery slope a very long time. I cannot say I was not disappointed—I had hoped and
prayed for a different outcome. Many of you know that I am a student of history—it is my passion because it
interacts so much with the Bible. As I think about ancient Greece and Rome, where homosexuality was pervasive, I immediately think that even they did not sign it into law or consider it normal “marriage”; although
there are references to same-sex unions in Rome, they are recorded with disdain. This alarms me, yet as I am
alarmed, I am reminded that the Apostle Paul traveled the Greco-Roman world and often saw lives and even
whole cities changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That brings peace.
I am also reminded of a fact that I consider to be quite an irony in all this: even though the perception
and appearance is that vast sums of the population are gay, the fact is only a small percentage are, even in the
most liberal studies. Yet, this small group of the American population have so entrenched themselves in the
two seats of power in this nation that their marriages are now the law of the land. By the two seats of power, I
refer to Washington (political power) and Hollywood (cultural power). I am disconcerted by this, yet I am reminded that 90-something% of Americans are heterosexual—maybe that’s worth noting and keeping in perspective.
In the end, you and I will have to decide how we are going to respond to this: some will defy the new
law; others will accept and even applaud it; some who disagree with it will have to honor and even enforce it
(as officers of the law or courts). I don’t know at this point what I will do personally. But this I do know: we
are not to hate or bash others. Oh, no doubt some ministers like me will be labeled as hate-mongers just because we disagree with this “lifestyle” or preach the truth of the Scriptures. But, in the end, that is not what really matters. What really matters is whether or not we have hate in our hearts—where God sees and God judges. I know for a fact it is possible to disagree with someone and to still love them. Paul never compromised—
but he so preached and loved people he saw them respond to the Gospel.
You see, I hold out hope that there is a higher court than the one that handed down a decision on Friday. It is not the high court of America, but of all History and Eternity. I hold out hope there is a day coming
when slick attorneys and corrupt political action committees will not influence verdicts. On that Day, and in
that Court, that Judge will render to every man (you and me included) what is due. In that day, the Truth will
prevail, and while I have an opinion on what God will say about such things as the events of last week, that is
not my primary focus or concern as I think about that day. Indeed, for me that day’s focus is about my own
heart, my own life, my own sins, and my own service. I will not answer for the gays or the Supreme Court that
day. I will answer for me. I have entrusted my soul and destiny to Jesus, and that reality keeps me far nearer to
peace than it does to panic—no matter what Washington or Hollywood does.
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Avenues of Opportunity
Please remember our RBA Churches without Pastors.
Second Memorial Baptist Church—Perry, GA

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic Ongoing needs:
Zip lock bags; quart / gallon, Post it notes, toilet tissue, and copier paper

Good Afternoon:
We have a lady (Lucille of FBC Fort Valley) that is working to help with making pairs of shoes out of
blue jeans for the children in Uganda. Lucille is asking for used blue jeans of any kind and then gauze, bandaids and Neosporin. The supplies will be needed to help with treatment of the children’ feet. If you can help
with the jeans or supplies then please take them to Anna Lovorn’s, 746 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, Ga
31088. She has tables under the carport that you can place the items that is being requested. Please mark the
items Uganda or Sole Hope.
If you would like to read more about the Sole Hope then click on this link. http://www.solehope.org/ If
you have any questions, then please call Anna Lovorn at 478-224-3416.
Thank you,
Anna Lovorn

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
August 30th;
November 29th of 2015
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

We still have time slots available for you to volunteer.
If you find a time that you can work, please call us at
478-987-0005.
Email:
Rehobothbaptist@windstream.net

Appalachian Ministry
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Sponsored by:

Rehoboth Baptist Association

Director: Pete Soots—478-396-9316
Deputy Director Speaking Engagements / Donations; Pickup / Packing:
John & Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065
Mentor: Anna R. Lovorn—478-224-3416

Items Needed: New / Gently Used Clothing, Shoes, Dishes,
Kitchen Ware, Linens, Bedding, Appliances (working condition), Books,
Magazines, Toys, Mattresses, Furniture, Tools (shop / yard), Fishing Gear, Bicycles (any condition),
hygiene items, and puzzles etc.
Donation Drop-offs: 746 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Place items on tables under the carport. (24/7

