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WHAT IS FREEDOM?

This coming Monday, our nation celebrates 240 years of “independence” from England and the establishment as a country on our own. We value (and we should) freedom and independence. We should value
them as a country because of the great sacrifices made to secure these privileges. I say “privileges” and not
“rights” because most of the people in history have never enjoyed such things and they would consider us
“privileged” for being able to do so.
My dad instilled in me a fierce independence. That is, don’t ask anyone else to do anything you can do
for yourself. To this day, I’m not a great delegator because I’d “rather do it myself”-LOL. I think this feeling
runs deep in most Americans because long ago, forging a nation on a new, unexplored continent, separated
from the “old country,” we were on our own. These are practical applications in a challenging, physical world,
and as Americans, we have done quite well with emphasizing these values and qualities.
But, let’s think spiritually for a moment. Spiritually speaking, freedom and independence take on new
hues in light of Biblical truth. For example, there is a prevailing sentiment in our country today that “freedom”
means being able to do anything you want to do. For some, what they want to do is actually a burden on others
and sometimes is downright destructive to others. We would do well to remember that freedom comes with
responsibility and our “rights” and “freedoms” stop when it comes to injuring others or taxing others to support our choices.
Biblically, freedom does not seem to mean what modern society takes it to mean. Rather than “doing
anything you want,” the Bible’s idea of freedom seems to suggest real freedom is doing what you were created
to do; true freedom comes in doing what is right. That is, to be your true self, created in the Image of God.
There are some things that might feel like freedom at first, but soon become bondages in themselves. For instance, a person might want to “free” their mind with drugs or lose their inhibitions sexually only to discover a
new bondage far worse than the fences that once held them back. There are some alarms in our spirit and mind
we do well to listen to—because they keep us from becoming a slave to sin.
Spiritually speaking, what about independence? This one is a bit harder to swallow: The truth is, we
were never created to live independently. Man’s problems in Eden began when he chose to live and function
independently from His Lord and Creator. God created us to live in a spiritual dependence on Him. This dependence kept us close to God, drawing strength, blessing, life and wisdom from Him. Sin separated us from
that intimate relationship and man has been reeling from the fall ever since.
Ironic, isn’t it? (You remember “irony” from college literature studies—it is a twist of fate or a turn of
events when the opposite expected happens). The Bible is filled with ironic statements: He who saves his life
shall lose it; there is one who gives away and yet gets more; the honey of the corrupt woman is bitter in the
end, etc. Think about why this is so: it is because God, through His word, is trying to get us back in touch with
spiritual truth that we, in our natural, fallen state, have lost.
Standing in Eden in true freedom and living with a dependence on His Creator, man was a noble, honorable being. He was satisfied and at peace. When he chose to live independently, and “do what he wanted,”
he ironically became a slave to sin. I would submit to you that the Bible’s definition of freedom is the true one,
because only a freedom that does not lead you to an enslavement is true freedom.
As we celebrate 240 years of “Freedom” and “Independence,” we’d do well to remember what true
freedom is, for a nation that has lost its moral compass cannot exist in freedom for very long, as it is already
enslaved underneath the surface. And, as we go to the polls in November, perhaps it is high time we consider
voting for what we prayerfully evaluate as best for the nation in the long run, and not just for our own interests
or what is politically expedient for the near future. If we don’t, I fear that like man in the garden, it cannot be
long before another kind of “fall” is imminent. It is a time for prayer, and for truth to be seen and acted upon.
Blessings to you, and mercies for our nation is my cry to God.
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CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates for 2016

July 31st & October 30th;
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

WR South Camp
Central Bap st Church
1120 Lake Joy Road
Warner Robins, Ga
31088
478‐953‐9319
July 11‐15th

Appalachian Mountain Ministry
The Appalachian Mountain Ministry has been richly blessed again this month. We have
teamed up with some new sites in the Appalachian Mountains. We have taken our first
load to Speedwell, TN. and will soon be taking our first load to Taylor’s, S.C., Manchester,
KY., Bland, Va.., and in August we will be going to Jefferson City, Tn. As you can see the
ministry is alive and well and it only due to our churches in the association and the people
who pack and load the truck being so faithful to this ministry. We have several drivers
who help us drive the loads up there. And we want to thank them for what they do and
the time that they put in on the road driving the truck. Last, but not least we want to especially thank all of the people who provide the funds for the truck to make the trips. As
we make more trips we also need more fuel in the truck to get us up and down the highway. Been praying for a truck that doesn’t burn fuel but you know just haven’t been successful yet. But you can always count on God. He is so good; you can always count on
Him to come through with your requirements when you remain in His will.
I would ask you to continue to pray for this ministry that we might do God’s will in
everything we undertake. There are many ministries in the association and they are all
very important. Please keep them in your prayers and for the wonderful dedicated folks
that work each one of them. If God encourages you to provide funds to this ministry you
can do that by sending a check to the Association Office and marking it for Appalachian
Ministry Fund.
The Lifeway bookstore has been really helpful to this ministry we have taken more
than 1800 Bibles up to the Appalachian Mountains and we are so happy to put God’s Holy
word in the hands of people that may not otherwise ever have a Bible to read.
May you have a Blessed 4th of July. Pray for our troops who are putting their lives on
the line every day to keep us free and safe.
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry
06/2016

Jasmine Place Shopping Center
115 Margie Drive, Suite E
Warner Robins, Ga 31093
478-971-2677
New hours Mon-Thu 10 AM-8 PM, Fri-Sat 10 AM-9 PM,
Closed Sunday

