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WHAT IS YOUR LIFE COUNTING FOR?

Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.” We study this quote in Philosophy and Apologetics (defending the faith). The great philosopher spent tremendous blocks of time thinking about life’s
meaning and its questions. Solomon, in Ecclesiastes addresses some of the same questions and ambiguities of
life. Job, in the season of his suffering asked God some hard questions, as well.
The truth is life’s hard experiences often lead us to the deeper questions: when we encounter adversity,
hardship, health issues, or disappointment, we often fall down like children and cry out to our Father. When
death comes close, either to our own life, or to that of someone we love, we seek answers. Why did this happen? What will the outcome be? Is there any hope?
Perhaps above all, these are questions of “significance.” I sat with my 70+ year old grandfather more
than 30 years ago, and listened to him address these questions. “Life is a funny [strange] thing,” he would say.
He was discussing life’s ambiguities and mysteries: Where do we come from? Where are we going? Why are
we here? In the midst of that, I had the privilege of talking to him about Christ. When we speak of significance, we are really speaking of the value of our life: Has it counted for something? Will I be remembered?
Have I lived it well? What can I do to be sure?
In our youth, every one of us has great plans! We are going to make a difference in the world. We will
not repeat the mistakes of our parents, we say. We will not be deterred from achieving our goals, and so on.
But life has a way of unfolding unconsciously before us—that is not to say we are not conscious, but that we
are so caught up in it that life is ever ebbing and unfolding and that we live without a keen daily awareness of
the passing of time: our children grow up more quickly than we can imagine; grey hair appears and replaces
the dark, natural color; careers advance and all too soon end with a gold watch ceremony when like T.S. Eliot’s J. Alfred Prufrock we are ever telling ourselves, “There will be [plenty of] time; there will be time.”
So how do we measure the value of a life? It cannot be in duration (years lived), because some of history’s greatest persons have died quite young (Jesus, Josiah, MLK, Jr.). A life’s value cannot be measured in
fame, for some non-famous persons have contributed tremendously (the 300 at Thermopylae who saved Western civilization) while some famous persons have horribly caused pain (Hitler, Stalin, etc.). Life’s value cannot
be measured in influence or impact either, because some of history’s greatest “impactors” have been those who
are hated and maligned (Herod, Pilate, and again Hitler, Stalin, Mao tse Tung).
Perhaps the value of a human life then is not ours to measure at all. Perhaps the value of a life can only
truly be evaluated by the One Who created it. After all, He would also be the One who possesses all
knowledge and who alone could know the purpose and plan for that person’s life. If we look at His words and
gather facts as to what HE valued and commended, some key things are not difficult to discern: love, kindness,
humility, mercy, gentleness, sacrifice and service and the like. These are the very things seen in Him and
demonstrated by Him.
Note that all the above qualities are really not about ourselves at all, but rather each one is demonstrated in how we treat others. The value then of a human life is about the love and kindness we have shown in His
Name. These are the things that “live on” after we are gone; these are the things remembered and celebrated;
these are the acts and deeds and thoughts that bless and impact others along life’s journey. These are the things
that are commended in eternity.
Have you given a cup of water in His Name? He says you will not lose your reward. Have you shown
mercy and granted forgiveness? He has taken note. Have you loved and reared a child to love Jesus? The allseeing One is observing. These are the things that not only make a life on earth worthwhile, but also make a
life in Heaven something to look forward to, and not because they could possibly “earn” entrance there, but
because they demonstrate you’ve been changed inside and fitted to go.
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Empty Tomb with Stone
With the stone rolled away, the tomb where Jesus was laid to rest is empty. This scene is depicted throughout the Gospels.

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

RBA Administrative Assistants
Please join us for a luncheon in your
honor on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at
12:00 noon –1:00 p.m.
Central Baptist Church
1120 Lake Joy Road
WR, Ga 31088
Please email or call Kathy to reserve
your place. 478-987-0005

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

Appalachia Mountain Ministry News
We are excited! We have broken ground for the new building, and the concrete is to be poured
next week and the building arrives the week after. The girls that come to pack are so excited
they don’t quite know how to act. This going to be such an improvement and will allow us to
do more in a shorter amount of time because everything will be under one roof and there will
be sufficient room to do what we need to do. These girls are so deserving of having a place to
work where they can do what they need to do without having to move things three to four
times. Thanks to Bro. Tim and everyone who has helped make this a success.
We have been blessed this year with donations from people in the community. We have
shipped fifteen loads up to the mountains this year already. Two of them have been semi loads
carrying about 36,000 pounds each. It is such a good feeling to see people come into the centers and get a mattress to sleep on when they don’t have one and have been sleeping on the
floor for over two years. Unless you see it at the centers you have a hard time realizing how
in need they are. I visited the Copperhill site last week and I saw a couple come in and ask if
they knew of any place they could get a shower. They were living in the back of their truck
down by the river. This makes you sick to see people in this position. They got a hot shower
at the center and you would have thought they won the Mr. and Mrs. America contest they
were so happy.
We can’t do what we do without the help of so many caring people in our community. Please
pray for us and the people in the mountains. If God speaks to you about helping us, please
send your donation to Rehoboth Baptist Assoc. marked for Appalachian Ministry. We thank
you in advance for your support.

Visit our Web page at http://rbaappalachianministry.weebly.com
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

First Baptist Church of Warner Robins
Sunday, April 30, 2017
Celebrates 75 Years

For more information call: 478-953-4328

Rehoboth Baptist
Association

You are invited to join
Gail Yawn in our Associational Bible Drills on
Saturday, April 1, 2017
3:00 p.m.
Back Assembly Room
Rehoboth Baptist Assoc.
744 Lake Joy Road,
Warner Robins, GA.

RBA Churches
Please mark your calendars
to be present for our

RBA Executive Committee Meeting
on

Thursday, April 27th at 6:00 p.m.
(RBA Back Assembly Room)
New Staff—welcomed and will be
announced at the meeting.
Please send a representative if you
cannot make it.

