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FOR WHOM OR WHAT DID JESUS DIE?
(The thoughts below stem from a conversation I had recently. They are not meant to criticize a fellow preacher
or to spark debate. They are merely offered for your edification and I pray for theological and doctrinal clarity
as these things have weighed heavily upon my mind since that conversation).

A person dear to me recently sent me the notes of a sermon they heard and asked me to comment. They also told me how
moved they were by the sermon. I’m always eager to read or hear a sermon that expresses Biblical truth in a creative or relevant
way—in the hope that I might learn from it. Let me say first the person who emailed the notes to me is a meticulous note-taker, and
they grew up in a pastor’s home where the Bible was read every day. (And no—this pastor and church are not in our association—if I
ever get a call about one of our pastor’s messages, I always encourage the person to go privately and respectfully to talk to their pastor and clarify things.) I went and tried to find this message so I could listen—but could not locate it on their website. If any comment
I express below is unfair—I accept responsibility for it—and I have no desire to debate or critique any fellow preacher.
This pastor is a good communicator—well-known. He has a greater ministry and impact than I will ever have—and I
acknowledge and respect that. From the notes I think I could infer where this pastor was going in his message: he wanted his hearers
to know God is not a legalistic bureaucrat. I applaud that. He was expressing that God cares for people—more than He does for laws
and rules—again, I applaud that. But what was said (at least according to my info.) were these two statements—statements which I
could not so applaud: “Jesus didn’t die for sin, but for sinners. Jesus didn’t die for the law—but for lawbreakers.” I get the emphasis
on God’s loving, relational nature—again I applaud that emphasis. But, theologically and Biblically—I don’t believe those two statements do justice to the spiritual truth expressed in Romans. This started me thinking. So, as we approach Passion Week and Easter, I
ask: “For whom or what did Jesus die?”
Was it for the Law—or Lawbreakers? Was it for sin, or for sinners? The truth is—it was both—in both cases—please let
me clarify. Make no mistake about it—Jesus came to save us (Luke. 19:10). Jesus died for us—as we were sinners in need of a Savior. But to say Jesus didn’t die for the Law (for its requirement and justice) is to miss the majestic righteousness of Almighty God.
Jesus died for the law’s justice, for the law’s penalty, for the law’s requirement (Lev. 17:11—without the shedding of blood there is
no remission (forgiveness) of sin). Otherwise—why didn’t God just forgive us and Jesus not have to die? Remember his prayer in
Gethsemane, “If there be any other way, let this cup pass from me”. The Law’s penalty (death) had to be paid; the law’s requirement—a righteous, obedient man for the unrighteous—had to be met; the law’s justice (exact same word as righteousness) had to be
satisfied. This is not because God is mean or harsh; it is not because God is legalistic or a rule-maker. It is because God cannot be
less than He is—perfect, holy, and just. The Law of God is not for the sake of rules—so God can get us when we break them. The
law is an expression of God’s perfect morality and righteousness. This is what Paul is talking about in Romans 3:26 when he says
that “God might be just (executing justice) and the justifier (atoning for sinners) of those who place their faith in Jesus.” Note what
leads into this very point in Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned and come short of the glory (the excellence, the standard) of God.”
Jesus did not die “toward the devil” to ransom us; he did not die “manward” to get us to mimic him; Jesus died “Godward” (toward
God) so HE could forgive and accept us. Otherwise, why does Hebrews make such a point that Christ presented His one evercomplete sacrifice in Heaven as atonement (Heb. 9: 11-12, 10: 12-14)?
Did Jesus die for sinners? Absolutely! But Jesus also died for sin: for sin’s penalty (death); to combat sin’s power (to break
it because it held us all under the sentence of death) and kept us alienated from God; and for sin’s offense—a putrid thing in the sight
of a God who is “of purer eyes that even to behold evil” (Hab. 1:3). No, God is not a Bureaucrat who thrives on making rules and
enforcing them (remember—Jesus clashed with the Pharisees more than any group)—but God DID have to deal with our sin and
sinfulness—and he did this at the cross.
The cross, by its very nature and design is an intersection. It has been said the cross is where we meet with God. Please hear
my heart—and not merely my words—I think we live in a day where the word of God and the Person of God have been so maligned
and misunderstood, I applaud young pastors who are trying to communicate God’s love—but this cannot and does not have to come
at the expense of doctrinal/Biblical truth. I am not criticizing (I have no right)—I am merely expressing truth and a concern about
truth. I fear that in the interest of good communication—we are becoming far less thoughtful and thorough theologians. This is not
necessary—and it certainly wasn’t Jesus’ or Paul’s way.

This article is continued on the next page at the bottom.
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FOR WHOM OR WHAT DID JESUS DIE? Continued
I think we preachers today so want to be good communicators that we point an arrow and fire—without recognizing the
feathers on that arrow serve a critical purpose—to guide the arrow truly. In the same way—doctrinal truth (you can yawn at the
word but it doesn’t change its importance) should inform and guide our messages. If I could encourage anything among my fellow
pastors today, it would be this: WE MUST BE TRUE TO GOD AND HIS WORD BEFORE WE CAN BE TRUE TO OUR
HEARERS! I acknowledge that I might be viewed by some popular pastors as one of the “religionists” because of my stand on
this. But, what I express above is not about religion—it is about righteousness—God’s righteousness! If we are to speak for God,
we must represent Him as He has revealed Himself. I think a lot of us today don’t dare tackle these tensions and tense points lest
we come across as implying that God is mean. People, God is not mean—but He is just, and He cannot be less than what He is—
perfectly moral and righteous!
If and when we ever get to thinking that God is mean—remember what He did for us and gave for us—Himself (as God
the Son) and His only-begotten Son (a gift of God the Father). We must wrestle with these things and dare to articulate them—they
are GOD’S TRUTH! We must live each day and recognize that what God’s Holy, perfect justice (as expressed in the Law) demanded----His perfect love and grace and wisdom provided in Christ. Jesus died for sinners—and for sin. Christ died for lawbreakers—and for the justice of the law of God (because that Law is not evil or overbearing—it is an expression of the nature and perfect
righteousness of God).
Jesus died for you, and for me. But he also died because of you and because of me. We had sinned against God; we had
broken God’s Law. And God, in His infinite perfection, could not merely sweep that sin under a rug. He had to deal with (atone)
for it. We often forget that Paul had been a lawyer—a religious lawyer—as Saul of Tarsus. We also don’t always get that what he is
describing in Romans is a court case—the case of fallen humanity being tried in God’s own Court. Today, we go to court and seek
“justice.” What is justice? It is either the finding of what is right, or the attempt to set right what has been wronged. Romans uses
the word “justified” to describe the verdict or outcome. Today—we would not say that—we’d say “acquitted.” That is—a person is
declared “not guilty” and set free. Here is the question of all doctrinal salvific questions: How can God declare us not guilty and
able to go free when He knows we are all guilty? And here is the beautiful and majestic theological answer of the ages and all eternity: “Christ took our sin, our guilt, our punishment, our shame and died in our place—to satisfy justice—the justice of God expressed in God’s Law.” Praise His Name for all eternity! Have a joyous Easter!

2015 Pre-Retirement Planning Seminar –
Warner Robins @ Rehoboth Baptist Association
April 30th—9:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
You and your spouse are invited to attend the 2015 Pre-Retirement Planning Seminars.
Sponsored Church Financial Services of the Georgia Baptist Convention and GuideStone Financial
Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention.
Everyone with an active account at GuideStone between the ages of 50 and up is invited to attend.
Even if you are not considering retirement within five years, your participation should increase your
understanding of retirement planning issues changes and options.
In addition, you should request an estimate of retirement benefits from GuideStone directly by calling
1.888.984.8433 or by logging on your retirement account at www.guidestone.org. The estimate of
retirement benefits will help provide you a best faith estimate of your retirement benefits at your projected retirement date.

Seminar topics will include:
* How much retirement income is needed?
* What retirement benefit options do I have?
* How do I set up my retirement benefits?
* Should I annuitize my account as a fixed life benefit?
* Can I keep working and receive my retirement benefits?
* Do I need to adjust my investments?
* How do I get the minister’s tax-free housing allowance from my retirement benefit?
Seminar Leaders:
Dr. Keith Hamilton, CFP , AFC , CRPC®, Church Financial Services, Georgia Baptist Convention
®

®

Mr. Jeff Robinson, CLU, ChFC, CFP®, Relationship Manager, GuideStone Financial Resources, SBC
Please go on this link to register:

http://gabaptist.org/church-financial-services

RBA Secretaries
You are Invited to a luncheon in
your honor
on
Friday, April 17th
12:00—1:00 p.m.
Where
Central Baptist Church
1120 Lake Joy Road
Warner Robins, Ga
Casual Dress

RSVP
478-987-0005

RSVP
478-987-0005

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
March 29th; May 31st; August 30th; November 29th of 2015
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

We still have time slots available for you to volunteer.
If you find a time that you can work, please call us at
478-987-0005.
Email:
Rehobothbaptist@windstream.net

