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M erry Christm as!

God’s Elect vs. Man’s Elections

We have been through one of the most trying seasons in our lifetime, and it’s far from over even now.
I refer both to the COVID spike and the recent presidential election. Most of you would know immediately
I’m a pretty conservative guy, but I’m always willing to listen and discuss different sides of an issue. I think
we’d do well to acknowledge there are many levels of hypocrisy in politics, and no one—not us, nor the candidates we support, are perfect.
If you voted for a different candidate than me, I can still respect your right to do so, and I can still be
your friend and treat you with respect. Sadly, not everyone seems to have the grace or maturity to do that.
We’ve become a society that attacks and condemns and even incites violence at those who differ from us.
This is sad because even with our differences, there are many things that still pull us together as Americans,
and especially as Christians.
Issues are not always as clear cut as we might pretend, either. There are circumstances that can change
or alter opinions and decisions about what is best or right. I remind you that even in Scripture, the context
(situation) determines the meaning and interpretation of a Biblical text and its theological truth. This is why
those who don’t know the Lord see contradictions in Scripture, when a careful study will always shed light on
why things are sometimes different (different situations bring different applications and judgments—even
from God Who never changes—because God justly evaluates the circumstances—all things being open to His
sight.)
With the above things said, let me move to the matter on my mind and heart. Regardless if you are for
Biden or Trump, regardless if you are Democrat or Republican, there are enough questions, discrepancies and
inconsistencies in the recent election that as an American citizen and voter, every one of us should be concerned. If the integrity of our electoral process is now compromised or indeed corrupted, this robs the people
(you and me) of our fundamental right to determine our leadership, our future, our policies, etc. If a candidate
and I mean any candidate has, can, or did steal an election, whether he is your candidate or not, we should not
stand for this. And I am sincere when I say it would not matter to me which candidate did this.
Since the fall of man in Eden, most of humanity has lived under rulers about whom they had no say.
In the right to vote, you and I were given something unique, precious, and rare: It’s called freedom (aka selfdeterminism). Where did this idea come from? From the Enlightenment? Hardly. It came from God when He
created man in His Image. Our Creator did not create us like robots—with pre-programming, but with minds,
reason, hearts, will, emotions. These things, frankly are quite dangerous—but our Lord knew something many
have never realized, or maybe have forgotten: it is only when someone loves you, befriends you, supports
you, agrees with you, or even votes for you out of their own volition (will) that it means anything. This is also
why discussion, debate, dialogue, and understanding are critical to a civil society and free country.
I don’t know what the next 4 years will bring, but I do know that as the people of God we are called to
love, show kindness, and speak truth. George Orwell said, “The further a society drifts from the truth, the
more it will hate those who speak it.” I’m asking God to prepare me to be hated, sometimes by those to whom
I once seemed close. Heb. 12:27 speaks of things being shaken so the things which are unshakeable will be
shown to be unshakeable. Perhaps that time is at hand. For the first time in my life, I have lost confidence in
the integrity of our elections; praise God I have not lost confidence in the integrity and security of His Election.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call
for the Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA
31030
2. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
3. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
4. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Hodges
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products,
Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!
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What has happened in November:
We picked up several estate sales and got a lot of good furniture and house hold items for the people in
the mountains.
We have been blessed with a lot of drop offs at the center which allowed us to get more items to the
mountains.
We have bee working feverishly with back packs as COVID has made a significant impact on the ability to get the numbers we needed desperately.
At the present time we are about 500 back packs shortage of what we need. We have been blessed by
churches and people providing funds and we have worked with one of the sites and are furnishing them school
supplies, toys, stocking caps, scarfs, and underwear that they requested. God always supplies when there is a
need and he sees that people are trying to do the best they an to bring Glory to His name.
The back packs and supplies will be leaving here the week after Thanksgiving and the first week in December to be up in the mountains for distribution. Thank you to everyone who has contributed back packs, and
or money.
We have delivered five loads so far this month and will deliver two more before the end of the month.
Coat project:
A large need for coats that are new or in good condition.
It is already very cold in the mountains and children and adults are in need of coats.
Please drop them off at the center any Tuesday 8-5.
How can you Help us!
We always have a need for packers on Tuesday 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Able bodied men to load trucks normally on Saturday rarely during the week.
Teams of 2-3 who have a pick up and could make pick ups of furniture from people who do not have a way to
get it to us.
To help call Pete at 478-396-9316 or Phyllis at 478-396-9065.
We will be closed the week of Thanksgiving! You can drop off at the window 24-7 during this time.
Thank you, our workers need to have sometime with the families as this has been a very stressful year
and it is not over.
Love in Christ, Pete Soots and the RBA Appalachian Ministry Team.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
1-31-2021; 5-30-2021; 8-29-2021; 10-31-2021
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food / monetary donations. Thanks to the
many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

