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2018 Georgia Baptist Convention
Annual Meeting
November 11-13, 2018
Pre-Convention Rally, November 11, 2018
Preaching Conference, November 12, 2018
GBC Annual Meeting, November 12-13, 2018
The 2018 GBC Annual Meeting is a yearly event to conduct the business of the Georgia
Baptist Convention in accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the Convention.
In addition, the Annual Meeting serves to provide inspiration for messengers from the
member churches of the Convention as well as provide opportunities for networking
among the member church representatives. It provides the opportunity for the Georgia
Baptist Mission Board staff to increase the awareness of the ministries and resources
available to the churches of the Georgia Baptist Convention.

The Joy of Helping Others

Storms are often used as metaphors for the “rough spots” of life. There can be financial storms, relational storms, health storms, career/job storms, and many more. When an actual, physical storm comes, we are
reminded of why the word “Storm” is such a great metaphor. Twice in the last 6 weeks, we have experienced
storms, brushing near to us and making a tremendous impact on those close to us.
As we planned to come home from Moldova in September, I was struck by the ferocity and magnitude
of Hurricane Florence. There were warnings of potential airport closings, and interrupted travel. When we got
home safely, we counted our blessings and then watched attentively as this tremendous storm flooded the Carolinas.
Then, we received an opportunity to help those who had been flooded. If you lived here in 1994, you
will never forget the “great flood of ’94.” Floods are such destructive events---covering, damaging, overwhelming everything in their path. And then there is the painstaking process of waiting for the waters to recede
and trying to begin the process of cleaning up. It was a joy to assist a sister association, Columbus Baptist Association of Whiteville NC. In all, you collected enough pallets of bottled water, baby supplies, pet food, hygiene items, paper products, etc. to fill a 53 ft. trailer and then, Bro. Don Feezor had to rent a Ryder truck and
carry 7 additional pallets. You’ll be delighted to know they reported most of the items were gone the same day
they were delivered! This speaks to the needs God met through us.
Then, the Fair came. The Baby Comfort Station went up as normal. But, this was not a “normal” year
for the fair. Another Hurricane, this one named Michael, seemed to be headed straight for us. Some faithful
men from our churches showed up and helped get the tent down and then came again to put it up a second
time. And they did it with smiles, not complaints. I am reminded of what this association is---it is not an office,
or a corporation--it is people serving God by helping others. This time, I was the “other.”
As soon as Michael was gone, its worst winds having been graciously pushed South of us by a cold
front, we began to hear about the devastation in SW Georgia. Again, bottled water began to be collected. I contacted our state D.R. director and offered to help since we were spared so much and since we’re in closer proximity to those impacted. This is how I learned of the hurt in Dawson, Ga. (Terrell Co.). I soon learned water
was turned off and there were many in need. Again, you brought water, tarps, flashlights, batteries and the
like to us.
We made a trip on Wednesday, after it was communicated on Sunday and Monday what the needs
were. Another trip with even more supplies was made on Friday. Since then, a third trip has been made with
tarps. Lighthouse Baptist Church also sent 14 men to cut trees and help with cleanup. A member of Second
Baptist, at his own expense, carried his tractor there to serve the Disaster Relief Teams and left it for the duration.
I cannot tell you how many persons have sent me emails, how many in Dawson have shaken my hand,
or how many calls I’ve received thanking RBA for those gifts of love. I want you to know I have not taken any
credit for that effort--but thanked God and commended our churches for their generosity.
In addition to all this, our own Disaster Relief folks were involved in Cordele--going first to feed the D.R.
workers and then expanding that effort to include mass feeding--some 5,000 meals per day.
I told a church on Sunday where I was preaching that I don’t believe we were spared the storm’s wrath
because we are more righteous or highly-favored than our neighbors. Rather, I believe we were spared that we
might give aid to those impacted. Perhaps these storms have been a test, and an opportunity: a test in that God
wanted to check our compassion and our thankfulness for the mercies we were shown; and an opportunity in
that there is always joy and blessing to be found in helping others.
To be honest, sometimes I am fatigued by all the responsibilities of this position. But, I am also reminded of the joy of serving our Lord by serving others. I count it a privilege to serve alongside you.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. Midway Baptist Church—P.O. Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052
3. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088.
4. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069.
5. Shady Grove Baptist Church—3642 Hwy 41 North, Byron, GA 31008.
6. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093.

APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN
MINISTRY COAT DRIVE
(A MINISTRY OF THE REHOBOTH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION)

DO YOU HAVE CLEAN, GENTLY USED COATS THAT YOU NO
LONGER NEED?
MANY MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN IN THE APPALACHIAN
MOUNTAINS, ONE OF THE MOST POVERTY STRICKEN AREAS IN THE U.S., WILL HAVE NO WARM COATS THIS WINTER
AND NO MEANS TO BUY THEM – BUT – YOU CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR DONATIONS.
DROP OFF LOCATION: 744 LAKE JOY ROAD, WARNER ROBINS –
FOLLOW THE “DROP OFF DONATIONS” SIGNS OR CALL 478-396-9065
FOR PICK-UP.

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
October 2018-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

We have been blessed this month to have a lot of furniture donated by our community
and it was certainly appreciated by the dear folks up in Appalachia. I received a call this past
week thanking our team for the wonderful bedroom suites they received for their children. Additionally, they received a couch and love seat for their living room. A lady in Jellico called to
say thank you for the washer and dryer she received. She had been washing the clothes of her
three children ranging in age from 6 months to four years old in the creek down in the back of
her house. She was so grateful for the donations we provided.
We sent our first load up to a new site in Jefferson City, Tn. this month. They were
thrilled at the quality of items we had sent and even picked up on the sorting that we do so that
they might be able to expedite the items they receive from other sites. They are helping us to
disperse Religious material also. This Friday we will begin helping our Knoxville site as they
are just getting back in operation after health problems struck their manager. He is looking forward to the boxes we will be dropping off on our way to delivering the remainder of the back
packs that were collected. This will complete the back packs that we received except for some
late ones that have been delivered in the past week. We will be getting them up to Jellico in
November so they will be there to hand out for Christmas. We send out the complete shipment
we will provide you with a total number of backpacks for the year. I can say already we have
done excellent and you can be proud of what has been accomplished for the children of Appalachia.
Coats are coming in now and we will be sending them to the sites as we get them so they will
be able to stay warm this year. Any coat you have that is lightly worn can be dropped off at the
RBA Packing shed and it will be given care and packed to go.
Thank you for your support We still have plenty of work to be able to assign to 5-10 more
workers on Tuesday so if you don’t have anything real pressing to do and are wondering what
you can do on Tuesday’s just get in the car and drive over to the packing shed you will meet
some fine people and just might gain some new friends or old friends you can get reacquainted
with.
Donations for fuel can be sent to RBA marked for Appalachian Mountain ministry at 744 Lake
Joy Rd. Warner Robins, Ga 31088. These donations are tax deductible. Thank you in advance.

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
December 30, 2018

If you would like to make a donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: RBA, 744 Lake Joy
Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
our precious volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin January 2019 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called
to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South
Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005. Email:
tim@rehoboth-assoc.org

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

Georgia Baptist Sunday School Directors Summit
November 2 at 3:00 p.m.—November 3 at 3:00 p.m.

If you are a Sunday School Director you need to attend the Georgia Baptist
Sunday School Directors Summit. At this event you will learn the skills
and tasks that make a great Sunday School Director. You will hear from
some of the finest Sunday School leaders and you’ll get to network with
other Georgia Sunday School Directors. This event will provide you with
the tools needed to lead your Sunday School and you will gain insights in
your role of leading all age groups in your church. Friday – 3:00 PM – 8:15
PM, Saturday 8:00 AM – 3:30 PM.

Cost: Pre-Registration $39.00 | At the Door $49.00

https://ga.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55228652

2018 Georgia Baptist Preaching Conference

November 12 @ 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

The conference will feature Evangelist Rick Coram,
Dr. James Merritt, and Pastor Jeremy Morton.
Rhon Carter will be serving as the music director.
Come and be encouraged.

2018 Perry National Fair Results for
Baby Comfort Station

1,013 parents came through the station to change / feed their
babies.
Comments:
Everyone that came through expressed their appreciation for this service. In fact, some
even wanted to give towards this cause. We told them that it was a ministry of Rehoboth
Baptist Association.
Handicaps—We had parents with handicapped children to come through and some were
in their middle and late teens.
*One family had a 21 year old that could not speak / walk and their were visiting from
McDonough GA and expressed their appreciation for this station.
*Second Family came in before 10:00 a.m. and they had a 15 year old that required special attention and they expressed gratitude and appreciation for keeping the BCS open later than required.
We appreciate all of the workers and their dedication.

Wordless Book Tent
Results from the 2018 Georgia National Fair Wordless Book Tent Ministry are In.
Total that heard : 3429
As recorded, total first time professions of faith: 895
Including:
Children 216
Teens 477
Adults 202
In spite of almost two days closed because of the Hurricane we had many people come
through the tent to hear and receive the Good News.
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Mark 16:15
Mattie Lynn Coonce
MyFairLadyGA@gmail.com
www.myfairladyministry.com
478.952.2745 Cell

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

