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Are You as Friendly as You Used to Be?

I don’t know about you, but I’m ashamed to admit I’m not as friendly as I used to be. Why? I
think it’s the tension in the air. Everywhere I go, I hear discussions, even arguments about division,
politics, the election, etc. Unconsciously, my defenses go up. I find myself resisting engaging in the
discussion unless it’s someone I know very well because it is so easy to be misunderstood and to be
labeled instead of actually being heard.
As people of the 21st century, we are bombarded with information and constant messages: social media, smart phones, television, radio, computer screens, etc. Sometimes, it just gets to be too
much! Frankly, I’ll be glad when the presidential election is over--either way it goes. I don’t ever recall an uglier election or remember a more divided time--and I grew up in the sixties! I’ve actually
seen friendships virtually end or at least be injured over differences. It’s a shame.
We would each do well to recall we can have differences of opinion and still be respectful.
We’d do well to remember we might see things differently based on our experiences, culture, etc. but
we are still commanded to love one another. It would “behoove” us greatly to remind ourselves of Romans 14 and recognize we are not to judge one another, but rather are to live in peace. I wonder, in 20
years, how much of the last few weeks or the next few will we remember? Little I suspect. What we
will recall are arguments and divisions created--and friendships lost.
Let me be honest and transparent: I have strong opinions, the same as many of you do. I have
drawn a conclusion about whom I can vote for and whom I cannot. I am not in the grey about which
party is closer to the values and ideology I ascribe to. But, the fact is neither is perfect. There seems to
be a seductive greed in our nation’s capital--and few escape it. What’s the point? We must be honest
with ourselves, and with our friends: we paint the election with a “good vs. evil” brush and the sad
truth is we are probably confronted with a “lesser of evils” decision. Men and women--whether in politics, your and my social group, or even in our local church--have feet of clay. We MUST stop looking
to men or to parties for our answers---we must return to the Word of God and its truth.
So, what are we to do? I am reminded of the words of Solomon in Proverbs 18:24: “A man
who would have friends must show himself friendly.” I am also reminded of the apostles and their
“fastening their eyes upon the lame man” (Acts 4). Maybe, we HAVE to once again make the effort to
bridge the gap between ourselves and others. Jesus often broke with social convention and struck up
conversations with people: the woman at the well, Zacchaeus, touching the leprous, etc. He did not
allow social pressures or the fear of rejection to deter him from his mission to “seek and to save the
lost” (Lk. 19:10). Neither can we.
I am going to make the effort to be friendly like I was before things got so tense: to speak to
that person who is different from me. I just might find, like I did recently, that when I make the effort-that person is not so different after all: I approached a person who appeared to be Hindu about spiritual things and lo and behold, I found out they are a Christian! What a joy that turned out to be! I
don’t have to change my opinion, nor my vote; but, I do have to show the love of Christ to those
might be of a different opinion. The Acrostic: WWJD is overused today, but maybe in this case, it is
very applicable.

Rehoboth Baptist Association
744 Lake Joy Rd
Warner Robins, GA 31088
(478) 987-0005 Fax: (478) 987-7489
Email: rehobothbaptist@windstream.net
Web site: Rehoboth-Assoc.org

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
January 29, 2017; April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
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