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October 11, 2020

No Problems, Just Opportunities
Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions

A man saw another man struggling with walking; the observer said, “Friend, I’m sorry about your health problems.” The man responded, “I don’t have any problems, just opportunities—opportunities for God to show His strength
in my weakness.” Now, that is a remarkable attitude! I could hope (and pray) that I have such an attitude. I admit, in my
humanity, I don’t always see problems and challenges in that light. But, we should.
The Apostle Paul entreated the LORD three times to remove his “thorn in the flesh,” (2 Cor. 12:8); much has
been written about what that malady might’ve been. We don’t know, and perhaps there is a reason we don’t know—
because then this lesson can be applied to anything and not only to the personal thing it might have been for Paul. Some
scholars think it was Paul’s eyesight because he mentions eye problems more than once and spent long periods in the
sea after shipwreck (the Romans sailed close to shore typically so they could make land if anything happened, but if
Paul were visually impaired, this would explain his inability to know which direction to paddle in).
Do you remember God’s answer to Paul? “My grace is sufficient for you.” It is not that God is callous or uncaring; if He attends the funeral of the tiny sparrow in the forest, He certainly cares about His children. It is rather that God
sees more than we do; that God delights in our living dependent upon Him. That, (can we imagine?) God has a purpose
in the hurts, challenges, struggles and such that we go through—and often it is to build faith in us, to make us more
compassionate toward others, and to bring glory to Him in a way we cannot see.
This year has been a year of challenges. I could name them, but you already know what I’m talking about. You
have faced challenges; so has your family and co-workers; so has your church and your association. One thing I’ve
learned is sometimes when we face seeming problems and great challenges, it’s actually God at work to show His power, provision, glory, or faithfulness! This is true in a physical sense as when God answers prayer concerning a loved
one’s health, and it is also true in a faithful and provisional sense as when God says, “Move” and asks us to trust Him
for provision.
Let me share two brief, personal examples: When I served at Friendship years ago, we grew beyond both our
first and second phases of building; we needed a third building in less than a decade. I was fine with numbers 1 & 2,
because they were buildings without a huge price tag—in fact both were about the price of a home ($100,000 and
$350,000 respectively); but, when we were given the price of the third building at $1.5 million, I was worried. That was
a lot of money. As I prayed and sought the Lord, I realized one day that a million and a half dollars was no harder for
God than the first $100K. The church prayed, voted, stepped out in faith and never missed a beat! Through Bro. Paul’s
(now Dr. Cowles’) leadership, the church in fact retired the mortgage on that building almost a decade early! God was
in it.
Many of you know we have a children’s home for orphans in Moldova. When we heard the government was
closing its orphanages, I had a dream of having a home for children. I believe that desire was from the Lord. I began to
talk about that need, and we collected about $17,000 for that project. And that was it—or so it seemed. Nothing happened for almost 2 full years. I got frustrated; our hands seemed to be tied. Frankly, I was embarrassed: we had taken
money and had done little toward even beginning to have a building. When I was in Moldova, Igor showed me a tract of
land—nice, spacious, and in a great location. I prayed as we walked over it and sensed God say, “Buy it.” It was
$17,000! We waited more. One day, I just “gave it to God,”—that is, I said, “I can’t do this—if you want it done, You
are going to have to do it.” Less than two weeks later, Pastor Igor called and told me of a German Industrialist who had
been an orphan, who was now using his millions to build orphanages all over Europe. The requirements were simply
the following: give his construction workers a place to stay and feed them each day while they were building the home;
he would pay every penny of their pay and the materials! I had been stressed over “How will we ever do this?” God had
been saying, “I got this; just do what I tell you.”
On my heart at this moment are 3 challenges/problems/opportunities. They are too big for me—but they are not
too big for God! You will hear more about these in coming weeks. One of my secular humanist professors at Mercer
years ago said to me, “Young man, you have a rather dismal view of man, don’t you? Why is that?” I said, “I guess it is
because I am one—and I see my sin; I also look at history and see man’s legacy of sin, war, greed, and failure.” The
prof countered with a follow-up question: “How do you get by in life, son?” I answered: “I have a very high view of
Christ and His redemption.” Folks, regardless of what happens in the election, or on Wall Street, or with COVID, I will
maintain my high view of God. I’ve walked with Him long enough to know we can trust Him! No problems, just opportunities.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call
for the Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA
31030
2. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
3. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
4. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Hodges
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products,
Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Pete Soots, Director
September 2020 Newsletter

This has been a busy month for the Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
Six loads sent to the mountains
 Three loads of furniture
Three loads of goods (clothes, toys, Christmas, miscellaneous, and linen)
 Back Packs coming in
 New Fan installed to help with cooling




Planned workload for October
Five loads to the mountains
 Fill Back Packs at Oakland Baptist Church 20 October 8-3 PM
Collect Coats for the mountains and put them on the trucks to help the children in the
mountains.




Help needed:
Volunteers to help pack back packs at Oakland 24 October 8AM -3 PM
Request youth and adults to help volunteer in this endeavor. If we have enough help, we
will finish early
Call Phyllis Johnson 396-9065 with the number so that we can plan on meals for lunch
(Being furnished by RBA Office).





Serving a mighty God please help us to get these back packs ready to ship up to the mountains.
Thanks, Pete Soots, Director of Appalachian Mountain Ministry

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
11-29-20
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

The Rehoboth Baptist Association
Christian Social Ministry
Food Bank
101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088
Is looking for 1 or 2 Volunteer Cooks
To show off their culinary talents to very
grateful volunteer workers.
Lunch is provided each Tuesday and Thursday for volunteers
at the Food Bank. We have a full kitchen, meals are generally prepared using available food items from the stock in the food bank.
Any additional items that may need to be procured at a local supermarket are fully reimbursed. Prospective cooks would have the
choice of providing meals on Tuesdays only or Thursdays only, or
even both days—we are very flexible.
If you are interested in volunteering to provide scrumptious,
healthy meals for the volunteers at the Food Bank, please call Ed
Gonzales at 478-213-4576.

