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Please join us for our
179th Annual Meeting
Tuesday, October 25, 2016
At Sandy Valley Baptist Church
Guest Speaker
Dr. Michael Lewis (NAMB)
7:40 p.m. Registration: 3:15 –4:00 p.m.
Afternoon Session: 4:05 p.m.
Evening Session: 6:50 p.m.

HOSPITALITY & STEWARDSHIP

I cannot express to you what a great time we had at the annual Ministers and Spouses Dinner. Sandy
Valley hosted us again and did their usual great job; Mrs. Katherine Cook and her Southern Charm ladies
served us; Ronnie Clements and his crew cooked steaks and chicken. Bruce Goddard provided both comedy
and inspiration, and Wayne Giles brought music. More than one-hundred came and fellowshipped together.
I made the statement to all who attended that Denise and I and Kathy and I would love it if EVERY
minister and his/her mate came to the dinner. But, I’m a realist. No time or date works for everyone, and the
duties of ministry always pulls someone away as ministers are needed. Every year we’ve ever done this, someone cancels or does not show up. Sometimes it’s because a family member got sick; at others, it’s been because a couple thought they would be back from a trip in time for the banquet but were detained; still others
just had that emergency ministry call. I totally get those things. As we say, “Been there; done that!” You simply cannot plan for every contingency.
Please know that I mean it when I say we love to practice hospitality. The New Testament commends
us to it. It is good to get together and fellowship with God’s people. We encourage, minister to, and draw
strength from one another. “The more the merrier” sure applies here. So, you might be asking, “Why did your
email after the deadline emphasize you had planned only for those on the list?”
Here’s why: Stewardship. The Bible also commends Stewardship. RBA is almost 180 years old and
has existed and accomplished all it has because of God’s grace and because of the support of member churches. Since 2008, we have had to watch funds, and needed to cut our budget for the coming year because of escalating costs without increased giving (and in some cases, diminished giving). We’ve purchased a new van and
given the older one to a planter church in Atlanta; we’re undertaking a building for Appalachia, and are looking at purchasing property for the Children’s Ministry in Moldova. So, what would a few more at a dinner
have to do with that? Dollar-wise, not much; but, principle-wise—quite a bit.
Please know before I say anything else, that I count it a privilege to serve you—and I mean that! But
there are things I know and deal with that most of you do not—or at least—not at this level. When we send
you an invitation a couple of months ahead, and all we ask for is one of three responses: call, email, or return
the postage-paid card, and we don’t hear from you, we assume you can’t make it. Then, when we finalize the
list and send it out in mass and ask you to check it and if you intended to be on it and didn’t see your name—
then call us immediately, and several days pass and the event approaches and our caterer has already been given numbers and the food has been ordered, and we still haven’t heard from you—we plan—out of stewardship—for the ones who have indicated they’re coming. Spaghetti you can stretch, but ribeyes are an individual
commodity-LOL!
I don’t mean this in an angry spirit at all—but I’m speaking the truth: every year we’ve ever done this,
we have persons who did not reserve a place show up—sometimes with 10-12 persons. Also, we’ve had some
staffs make reservations for a significant # (several staff members plus their spouses—and NEVER come—not
once in 6 years!) So, Kathy and I work at it, and worry about it, and guess as best we can, and try to be inclusive. But, then we either don’t have enough or else we waste money—and at $20 per head—that can be quite a
bit. So, this year I said to Kathy: we’re going to have a deadline and stick to it.
So, what’s the point? I’ll just say it: All we ask is that you let us know you’re coming so we can plan
adequately—that’s it. Folks, and I say this in the love of Christ—if we’re providing you a steak dinner, and
giving you gifts, and scheduling entertainment for a night out for you—we shouldn’t have to beg you to come,
or have to beg you to let us know you’re coming—now, honestly, should we? We love each of you and hope
you’ll come if and when we do this again. Letting us know you plan to attend and honoring your commitment
helps us achieve a proper balance between warm hospitality and diligent stewardship--and both of those things
are Biblical. Blessings to you, Tim
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CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
January 29, 2017; April 30, 2017; July 30, 2017; October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

The River Church

