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As colder nights settle in, the warming center at
No Limit Baptist Church (Pastor Vince Harrington)
continues to be a place of safety and dignity for
those experiencing homelessness in our

MARCH 17TH
11:30 AM
at the RBA Office

Call or email the RBA

office to let us know community.
CUNCH WILL BE Thanks to a recent donation of a shower trailer,
PRAVIDER there is now an opportunity to bathe and refresh -

but we need your help to make it fully functional.
Immediate Donation Needs:
* Bath towels/Wash cloths

r
SIUDW w ¢ Individual-size soap, shampoo, body wash
LEADERS:

UNCH
FELLOWSHIP Additional Needs:
* Twin-size sheets
MARCH 19TH * Blankets
HEART OF GEORGIA * A bookshelf
YOUTH MINISTRY DINNER « Volunteers willing to help prepare or

provide meals and/or serve meals
CONTACT: JEFF GLENN

jeffglenn5@gmail.com
- _J

If you’re able to give, volunteer, or have questions
about drop-off or scheduling meals, contact Vince
Harrington at pastorvharrington@gmail.com

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED

LEADERS

Lighthouse Baptist Church is in need of nursery workers for
MARCH 19TH . .
at NOON | infants - 3 year olds for the following dates:

March 8™ - 12*" and March 14™ & 15™
Contact: Ryan Maddox

\ an@hyronbaptist.church Contact: Kayla McGehee - 478-781-9800 kayla.mcgehee@lbcmidga.org

Building Kingdom Churches since 1837

744 Lake Joy Road « Warner Robins, Georgia 31088 « 478-987-0005




Sometimes, | wish . ..

The words in the title sound like things | used to say when | was a kid, or things | heard
I from my kids as a dad. We all, or at least most of us, get sentimental at times. We wish
for things: we wish for the weather to be warmer, the sky to be bluer, the day to be
brighter; we wish for difficult things to be over and happy times to last forever. You
get the idea.

| often find myself wishing that Jesus would just come. The violence in the news, the sickness in many lives, the
suffering of the masses, the wars and rumors of wars---when is it going to be enough? It’s at these times, when
such thoughts creep into our minds, that we must remember that our Lord never promised to explain
everything to us. There are multiple sections of Scripture that assure us our Father does not take pleasure in the
suffering of this world (see Genesis 6:6; Ezekiel 18:23-32, and Romans 8: 18-27). God is not callous. What He is, is
incredibly patient, though.

What we must remember is the suffering we see and experience is in fact working a greater good. The
frustrations of this life are the catalyst God often uses to bring many to Christ. It is people’s disillusion with this
world that makes them long and search for something deeper and greater. When Romans 8:28 tells us He is
working all things together for our good, He really means all.

| sometimes have to remind myself that every day that sees more suffering also sees more salvations. Every
event that brings sadness also often brings deliverance and joy to those who will receive it. No, God is not
callous; He is not unconcerned; He is not detached nor uninvolved. Jesus taught us the Father is always at work
—even when we can’t see it. We must trust and exercise faith. | admit, it is hard when we see people we love
suffer and struggle and go through hardships. These are the times we must remind ourselves that the grace that
brought us to Christ will also carry us through whatever is in His will.

The other thing I've become aware of is we can actually just sort of wish our lives away. By this | mean we can be
so sentimental, so hoping for something else, something better that we waste and miss and forego the good
things that we have to enjoy today. Sentimentality can be a trap---it can cost us being in the present out of
longing for a past that probably wasn’t as great as we remember it or wishing for a future that will likely have its
own share of problems. (Our glorious and promised eternal future would be an exception to this reality, of
course, but our Lord said, “Each day has enough trouble of its own”).

I’m currently teaching a verse-by-verse course on Ephesians. The apostle Paul wrote this and other letters while
under house arrest. He did not spend his days only focused on and wishing for freedom; rather he spent them
praying and writing for the cause and kingdom of Christ. He tells us in Philippians he had learned to be content
wherever and in whatever circumstances he found himself. Oh, what a testimony to spiritual maturity!

To make the most of each day and to really live does not mean we are bogged down in the present, but rather
that we are committed to and engaged in each day we are given. This was the balance of men like Paul, | believe.
The apostle, himself would say “l am pulled between two straits, having a desire to depart and be with Christ . .
.nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful” (Philippians 1: 23-24). So, what am | saying? I’'m saying Paul
was sometimes sentimental, too.

Spiritual maturity, perhaps then, consists of having our heart set on Heaven, but keeping our mind and body
engaged in the moment so we’re useful to our Master each and every day. Like Paul, then we can look forward to
Heaven, and when our time comes to go, we can look back with minimal regrets.

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days
are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16).

“So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).
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G‘» Classes being offered from Leavell College
< and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
NEW ORLEANS
ANSWERING GOD'S CALL Church Training Institute (CTI)

These are classes developed to train church leaders and are for information & knowledge;
The CTI is for persons who want to grow but are not concerned about earning a degree or certificate
(although completion of the program does earn a certificate of completion).

Old Testament Book Course - Jeremiah
Begins March 16th

Class meets once per week on Mondays from 6:00-8:00 PM in the RBA back assembly room

If you would like more information, please call or email

Tim Millwood at 478-987-0005 or RBA@rehoboth-assoc.org
(The form to sign up can be emailed to you).







