APRIL
2026

ﬁ

W
[+
I
]
]
1
-

MAY 2157 v

at NOON

Contact: Ryan Maddox
\ ryan@byronbaptist.church

11:30 AM
at the RBA Office

you’re comin

\ PROVIDED

Call or email the RBA
office to let us know

LUNCH WILL BE

e

SIUDENT )
TFADER S

\_ .

FELLOWSHIP

MAY 14™
Student Pastors Lunch
Woodlands
CONTACT: JEFF GLENN
jeffglenn5@gmail.com

BRSNS STCIR oM,

NATIONAL
DAY OF
PRAYER

5/7/26 12:00 PM - 1:15 PM \

Warner Robins City Hall Council Chambers
700 Watson Blvd

Join in public unified prayer for America to
“GLORIFY GOD AMONG THE NATIONS,SEEKING HIM IN ALL
GENERATIONS.” | CHRONICLES 16:24 NASB

HAPPY

Whthavs Py

Sunday, May 10"

The RBA office will be closed
—p Monday May 25" =

MEMORIAL DA

Building Kingdom Churches since 1837

744 Lake Joy Road « Warner Robins, Georgia 31088 « 478-987-0005



The Question that Always Comes Up:

This August marks forty years in ministry for me. In 40 years, | cannot tell you how
many bedsides | have attended as a saint breathed his or her last on earth—I have
honestly lost count. For many others, | have been there in their last days and even

| hours. | couldn’t say the following question has always come up, but time and again it
has: “How do | know what we believe about Heaven is real?”

| get it—at least as much as | can get it when I’'m not at the very door, myself. That
person knows the time is at hand; they are about to cross over. No matter how great

our faith, there is an element of fallen humanity in each of us, and we are afraid of that unknown corridor. Its
shadowy descriptions give us fear; its vastness and finality intimidate even the bravest of souls.

How are we to understand Heaven? Are the beautiful descriptions poetic language? Is it all merely symbolic?
While these questions may make you question my faith commitment, the fact is many come to end-of-life and
ask them. There is also in Biblical language both poetry and powerful and profound symbolism, so these are
not the questions of a heretic (one who has veered from the faith), but of a seeker trying to understand.

First of all, we know God is a God of His Word. The things He promised to do—be it deliver His people, fulfill
His promises, honor His covenants, or raise Christ from the dead—He has done each and every one. So, we can
be assured that what God has spoken to us through His Spirit by His Word is absolute truth. It just might be
more than we can comprehend in our limited understanding and from our earthly perspective. Recall the
LORD’s words to us from Isaiah 55: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Imagine walking and almost stepping on an ant. You take notice of him on the ground, but he cannot fathom
your height, size, intelligence, complexity, or existence—unless you invade his area and appear to threaten him
or his colony. You and | are above him, beyond him, and experience so much more of the world than him. This
is Heaven'’s relationship to us—except in this case, we are the ants! (There is in this illustration a hint of why
God the Son became incarnate).

The Biblical writers, be they the prophets who are shown visions in the Old Testament or John the Revelator in
the New Testament, or the stoned and left-for-dead Paul who was “caught up to the third Heaven” (2 Cor. 12: 2-
4), each of these men experienced something REAL and yet almost incomprehensible—or at least almost
indescribable. Heaven is higher, nobler, and on a scale of Majesty and Beauty unimaginable. What these men
were shown about our LORD’s Throne Room and Home simply eludes their command of language, so much so
that even the eloquent Paul cannot fully describe it.

To intellectuals, this talk of symbolic meanings fosters questions: “That’s what is represented, but is that
actual reality?’ One thing is certain: the things of God in His Magnificent PRESENCE and unspeakable glory
certainly have a height and spectrum as well as a depth and beauty beyond what fallen human beings can lay
hold of. Heaven is on a scale and magnitude incomprehensible to our fallen and finite minds. Perhaps this is
precisely what Paul was trying to convey when he wrote, “For eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor have
entered into the heart of man the things that God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 Cor. 2:9).

One more clue: when the New Testament speaks of life, it often uses the Greek word Bios. This is where we get
our word “Biology”—the study of life or living things. But, when the “afterlife” is written about, a whole new
word is used: the word is Zoe. You might know a woman or girl with this name. Bios speaks of the life we share
with the animals—earthly life. But Zoe speaks of a higher, nobler, more fully-realized form of life. When our
Lord said, “I have come that they might have life and have it more abundantly,” (Jn. 10:10) this is what He
meant—in fact, this is the very word used there.

Consider this: a medical doctor had to tell a patient his time was nearing to be called home. The doctor, a
Christian gentleman wanted to do it gently. He asked about the patient’s faith, and when the man assured his



doctor he was a Christian, the doctor drew a great sigh of relief. When he told the man the time of his exiting
this life was at hand, the man voiced fear and apprehension. The doctor asked, “Have you placed your faith in
the Lord Jesus?” The man assured his physician he had. The doctor whistled, and outside in the hallway, the
sound of 4 legs could be heard running toward the door of the room. When the doc explained he had brought
his beloved dog to work that day, the man was momentarily distracted from his news and smiled with his
doctor. The dog sniffed loudly at the door, but as it was closed, he could not enter. The doctor looked at his
patient and said, “You see, he doesn’t know what all is behind that door—he doesn’t know you, or all that’s in
here. What he does know is his master called him here, and his Master is behind that door, and for him, that’s
more than enough. It’s the same for us.”
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R E M I N D E R We recently purchased a newer van (2022 model) for our churches to use. Due to the
A BO U T U S E height of this van, it cannot be driven through a standard car wash and must be washed

at a truck/RV wash, which costs $50 or more. The advantage to this van is you can stand
0 F R BA VAN S up in it and some folks have an easier time getting in and out.
To simplify this process, we have arranged for someone to handle the exterior washing of this van when it is returned.

To help offset this cost, any church reserving this specific van or using this van because others are unavailable will be
asked to contribute $25 per use. We feel this is very reasonable as it costs $12-20 to wash a regular car or van.

Churches will still be responsible for refueling, cleaning the interior of the van, and removing all trash and personal
items before returning it, as previously required. The $25 fee only covers the exterior wash.

We appreciate your cooperation in helping us keep the vehicle clean and well maintained for everyone who uses it.



BACKPACK PROJECT
SECOND PROGRESS REPORT

PRAISES:
God is faithful and | am confident He will show Himself strong through this ministry! Ordering is progressing well,
and | am securing favorable pricing on many of the needed items.

FINANCIAL REPORT: We are now four months into 2026 and have received just over $5,150 in income. However, |
have already ordered more than $32,750 worth of backpack supplies. Thankfully, we had some funds remaining
from previous years, and | am temporarily using my personal credit card to cover the cost of orders. Some key
expenses include: Backpacks ($7,400), New Testaments and Bible storybooks (nearly $4,000), and toothpaste
(over $3,600). | am attempting to purchase items during vendors’ slow seasons to allow us to secure better
pricing. Please don’t take this the wrong way, | am not complaining. | just believe it is important for you to be
informed. | trust that God will continue to provide for this ministry.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

¢ Please join me in praying for each of the 2,686 children who will receive a backpack—that they will experience
the love of God in a tangible way.
¢ Pray that the materials they receive clearly communicate the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross, and that many
will come to know Him as their personal Savior.
e | also ask you to pray for me—that God will grant wisdom and guide me in locating the necessary items at the
best possible value.
Thank you for your continued faithfulness and support for this ministry. Feel free to call, text or email me if you
have any questions.

' . Backpack Project Manager
In service to Our Savior, joe@choosetcs.com
Joe Collins (478)731-0328

HOLY SMOKE
BBQR COMPETITION

We are hosting a smoked meat cooking competition in partnership
with the Middle & South GA BBQ Network. This will be two contests in
one: a BBQ Team Division and a Church Team Division.

Winners will receive payouts and trophies.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY
May 22-23, 2026

DIVISIONS
CO,) BBQ Team: compete in pork, ribs & chicken
U Church Team: compete in ribs & chicken

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
1101 Dunbar Rd, Warner Robins, GA

For More Information & To Register

LBCmidga.org/events

10% of entry fees supports missions

This contest will have a BBQ Team Division and a Church Team Division and is open to anyone.

BBQ Teams will cook chicken, ribs, and pork and is for those who normally compete or are representing themselves
or a business.

Church Teams will cook chicken and ribs and is for groups representing a church and are not professionals.
Churches will compete only against other churches, not against professional teams.

Lighthouse is hosting the event, but the contest will be run by Middle and South Georgia BBQ Network. That means
that all rules, judging, and awards will be handled by them without any church involvement.

For more information and to sign up: https://subspla.sh/8cc99vc






