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M erry Christm as!

A Baby’s Cry

As we study the Scriptures, we come to that interval of time between the Testaments, known to scholars as the “intertestamental period.” This is commonly referred to as the “400 years of silence.” It’s referred
to this way because God raised up no prophet, sent no direct word, nor spoke in the way He had in the days of
old. The question often asked is “Why?” The answer is debated, but two distinct things emerge as you study
the time period before that interval and that which comes afterward in the New Testament period: 1.) God
was done speaking because He had said all that He needed to say—that is until His Son would come and
speak for Him; Malachi and thus the Old Testament closes with one overwhelming anticipation—that the
LORD, the Messenger of the Covenant would come to His Temple. 2.) God’s people had not been listening—
not to His Word, not to His commandments, nor to His prophets—so what would be the point of speaking further to a people who had demonstrated their unwillingness to listen or heed the Word of the Lord?
That 400 years of silence is broken, in fact pierced suddenly by a baby’s cry—first that of the Herald,
John the Baptist, and then that of the Messiah, our Savior Christ Jesus. It’s astounding how God has spoken
through the beauty and simplicity of a baby. Think about the grief of Adam and Eve over Abel. Then, by
God’s grace, Seth is born, and their hearts are consoled. In the opening of Exodus, the days were much like
our own as babies were systematically being killed. Then, God melds the cry of Moses in the basket to the
heart of Pharaoh’s daughter and a deliverer is preserved for the appointed day. This theme is repeated
throughout the Old Testament as we meet barren couple after barren couple that God has mercy upon and a
baby’s cry is heard: Abraham and Sarah with Isaac; Manoah and his wife with Samson; Hannah with Samuel;
the grief-stricken Bathsheba with Solomon, etc. The message is one of God’s power to meet human need and
of His immeasurable grace, but also one of profound theological implications: God gives life where there is
no life; God makes a way where there is no way. This is His Divine Nature and attribute, and it is for His glory that He might be known and glorified by His people.
In one sense, it is hard to believe we are at the end of 2020; like the years now gone by, this one has
slipped away and time is but sand in our hands. In another sense, it has been a long and difficult year. The
COVID virus and all its implications have profoundly affected us: economically, politically, religiously, relationally, emotionally, and more. There are those who might say, “Well, it won’t be much of a Christmas because we have less money or because we cannot get together with loved ones like we normally do.” Emotionally, and traditionally, I get that. But, let me lovingly remind you that it was not a “great” time or a convenient
time, or a prosperous time, or an “easy” time when that baby’s cry pierced the night in Bethlehem long ago,
but the angels glorified God and the shepherds were invited to come and celebrate! Some things, the things of
God are simply beyond the trappings of our temporary circumstances or our emotions—or they should be.
When our kids were tiny, I remember longing for sleep. Every parent knows the trials I write about.
But, when that little, tiny whimper or cry pierced the hall and he or she needed me, no matter how tired, or
how much sleep I’d missed, I arose and responded. Some things are beyond the bounds of ‘normalcy.” Love
drives you to do things you don’t think you can do. Was I thankful when things began to settle down and we
began to be able to sleep? Yes, of course. But, I also soon learned I missed some of those precious moments
when there was just my daughter or son in my arms and we exchanged intimacies of emotion only God was
witness to. Our babies deserve that from us. So does our LORD.
“Bro. Tim, what are you driving at?” In spite of COVID, in spite of politics, in spite of less-than ideal
circumstances, make time to worship! Take time to be thankful. That baby’s cry in Bethlehem changed life on
earth: in a hopeless world, He gave hope. In a dark world, He was and is The Light! If God had waited until
all was ideal, He would never have sent His Son to us. Don’t wait until all is “normal” again---celebrate Jesus
this Christmas season. Take hope in Him.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
2. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
3. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
4. Wellspring—1101 Dunbar Road, WR., GA 31093

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Hodges
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products,
Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Pete Soots, Director
December 2020 Newsletter

What has happened in December?
We delivered all of the back packs to the Appalachian Mountains. We were able to send 1380 backs packs and
God richly blessed us with enough donations to send underwear, scarfs, sweat suits, toboggins, and other items
along with school supplies to fill other areas of need. I believe we can say that we met our 1800 back packs
with the extra items we were able to send. This was a trying year with Covid and everything else that hit us,
but we met our Goal.
We picked up several estate sales and got a lot of good furniture and house hold items for the people in the
mountains Drop offs have been excellent. The people of this area never seem to amaze me.
Six loads were delivered to the mountains in the month of December.
Coat project:
Our Coat project is still open and the Children and adults have a need in the mountains. I returned from one of
the sites the past Friday and there is a dire need for coats in good condition. We will continue to collect them
through January and send them as soon as we get them. Thanks for you support in advance.
Please drop them off at the center any Tuesday 8-5.
How can you Help us?
We always have a need for packers on Tuesday 8-5.
Able bodied men to load trucks normally on Saturday rarely during the week.
Teams of 2-3 who have a pick up and could make pick ups of furniture from people who do not have a way to
get it to us.
To help call Pete at 478-396-9316 or Phyllis at 478-396-9065.
We will be closed the week of Christmas! You can drop off at the window 24-7 during this time. Thank you!
Our workers need to have sometime with the families as this has been a very stressful year and it is not over.
I want to take just a moment to thank all of our workers. They are the most dedicated individuals I have ever
met. Please pray for them that they will stay healthy during this Pandemic.
Love in Christ, Pete Soots and the RBA Appalachian Ministry Team

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
1-31-2021; 5-30-2021; 8-29-2021; 10-31-2021
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of fellowship and good
food at Ole Times Buffet in Warner Robins, Ga. Please note
the dates below on your calendars.
January 19, 2021
February 16, 2021
March 16, 2021
April 20, 2021
May 18, 2021
June 15, 2021
July 20, 2021
August 17, 2021
September 21, 2021
October 19, 2021
November 16, 2021
December 14, 2021

NOTE:
THE RBA NEWSLETTER IS EARLY THIS
MONTH DUE TO APPROACHING
HOLIDAYS.
THE NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
FINANCIAL REPORTS WILL BE IN THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER.
WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE THAT THIS MAY CAUSE.

