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M erry Christm as!

My Reasons for Rejecting Socialism Are Not Primarily Political, but Theological.
I have not abandoned my caution regarding politics in this article. I recognize that historically, Baptists have
been a somewhat diverse people, and we have set aside many differences to work together and to foster the
Kingdom of our Lord. I am aware and deeply respectful of that fact. But, sometimes the servant of God needs
to speak from the Word of God to instruct the people of God. There is a deeply concerning trend in our land
regarding socialism.
I recently had a student ask about my view on this hot issue. Let me summarize what I shared there: I am
not a socialist for several reasons--and the greatest of these is theological.
• I am not a socialist because even before the Fall in Eden, God gave man a job to do--to use his creativity
and to be joyously productive in the garden where he was placed. God is creative and gloriously productive; man, created in His Image is supposed to be the same. Socialism robs men of their incentive to be
creative and productive---it makes everyone “equal”--equally poor, equally dependent on the government,
& equally miserable.
•You might ask what qualifies me to make the above assertions: For more than 20 years, I have traveled to
countries where this economic system has existed. The poverty, the poor and inadequate “free”
healthcare, the hopelessness of the people impacted me every time I’ve gone. I asked one of our friends in
Moldova, “What was it like under communism?” (Yes--I know they’re supposed to be different things-but eventually every socialist system becomes communist.) He smiled sadly and said, “Well, they pretended to pay us all so we pretended to work.” In a free economy, you have bread waiting for people; in a
socialist economy, you have people waiting for bread.
•I had a professor at Mercer years ago who, in a history class, made the following statement: “The principles of communism arise from Jesus’ teachings about giving to the poor.” I challenged him on this. I said,
“There is a profound difference between me--out of love and conviction--giving my goods to help the
poor versus the government coming and taking it.” One of those is benevolence, the other is confiscation.
•The Bible, in the lives of men like Abraham, David, and others, clearly shows respect for the private ownership of property. Ultimately, God owns everything--and men take nothing with them---but God does
deliver things into the hands of men while we walk this earth so that we might be tested in that endeavor
and also glorify Him in our work. If not, what is Jesus telling us in the Parable of the Talents?
•Venezuela was once the richest country in South America. In only 12 years, socialism wrecked its economy to the point where people are eating pets! Maybe, you’re thinking, “That’s what is reported. Is it really
that bad?” I know people who live on the border and have talked to many people fleeing the country to
avoid starvation. Yes, it’s that bad.
•Another student told me: “I think everything--healthcare, education, etc.--should be free for everyone.”
Well, folks that’s nice. Utopia is a beautiful idea and ideal. Only problem is it becomes dystopian (look it
up). Man’s fallen nature makes people in power greedy--and the beautiful “equality” becomes the haves
and have-nots. And the elites stay in power at the cost of the poor. (Admittedly--some in Washington do
similarly now).
•Free? Free, you say? People, realize that even the free gift of salvation is offered to us because Christ
paid the price for it. Nothing is free in this fallen world. If you go through college “for free” you will be
paying in taxes the rest of your life for all the free students behind you. I’d rather pay for my own--like I
did.
•One more: in the 20th century, this system, based on atheism killed more than 100 million people (China,
Russia, etc.--and yes, I am aware that Socialism and Communism are supposed to be “different” but I
don’t buy it.) We have people campaigning who actually have the arrogance to tell us they’ve figured out
what went wrong with that and such violence and oppression won’t happen here. Remember Proverbs
16:18: “Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.” “Jesus did not entrust Himself to
men, for he knew all men” (John 2:24).
You are free to disagree with me on anything I’ve expressed here, but I doubt you’ll ever change my mind.
God bless each of you, and may God have mercy on our troubled nation. Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA 31030
2. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
3. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
4. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA 31057
5. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

Ed Gonzales - 478-213-4576

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We are in need of some Website Design / work.
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Dental Hygiene
kits. Water, snacks, drinks

We need Dental Supply kits w which includes, tooth brushes, toothpaste, dental floss & nonalcoholic mouth rinse.

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
February 2020 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

Well the winter is coming and going in such away we don’t know which way to turn
and what clothes to wear. Isn’t this a very abnormal year. One thing we can count on is
that God our Father is always right on time and His love is always with us. We have been
supplying furniture and clothes to the mountains to support the flooding that has been affecting the people up there. In the past two weeks 40 people have lost their homes to the
flooding. The flooding has affected Knoxville and the Jellico sites. We took a load to Knoxville last week and we are in Jellico today as we write. These people have a desperate situation and need our clothing, miscellaneous goods, and furniture.
I would like to also put out a need for hygiene items for the Appalachian mountain
ministry. We have a need for all hygiene items for the people up there especially with all
the viruses that are going around this time of the year. I would like to establish the
months of March and April as Hygiene Months for the Appalachian mountain ministry.
We will collect toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, washing powder, baby powder, diapers,
baby cremes, hydrogen peroxide, and any other form of hygiene items used by adults, children, and babies. This material will be sent up to the mountains on loads the last of April
and first of May. Please help support this need. We thank you in advance for the assistance you provide. We are collecting religious materials (Sunday school material, bibles,
and biblical books) please box them up and we will take them any Tuesday from 8AM to 5
PM. It is necessary that they be boxed up and taped. Thanks for your support in this
matter.
Due to the fact that pressed wood items are so delicate and once taken apart they
will never go back together again tight enough to withstand any pressure we will not be accepting any press wood items such as bookshelves, desks and the like. Thank you for your
cooperation in this matter. The packing on a truck and shipment just wrecks them and
we pay for shipment of bad items that we could put good items in their place. Thank you
again.
Looking forward to a beautiful summer. May God Bless they You.
Pete Soots and the whole Appalachian Ministry Team.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/

Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Peetsoots6@gmail.com

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
3-29-20* 5-31-20* 8-30-20* 11-29-20
We are always in need of washing powder, paper towels, toilet
paper, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches and precious
volunteers that serve year after year tirelessly.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks long each.
These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can be applied toward
an Associate or Bachelor degree.

Next classes begin March 2020 (Certificate)
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have a
partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to complete
a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or
who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a worthwhile
pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs to grow in
our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information.
There’s still time--but don’t delay.

Phil Bryant
Rossy Rivera

Focus on WMU Week
February 10-14, 2020
Thank you to our Leadership Team!
Woman’s Missionary UnionCo-Directors

Dr. Luann Purcell (Centerville)
109 Fox Spring Drive
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-953-5324
lpurcell@casecec.org
Vacant

Secretary / Treasurer

Martha Lewis (Shirley Hills)
102 Fieldstone Road
Warner Robins, GA 31093
478-922-3854
mhlewis@cox.net

Women on Mission Consultant

________________________

Women’s Enrichment
Ministry Consultant

________________________

Acteen Consultant

________________________

Girls in Action Consultant

________________________

Mission Friends Consultant

________________________

Missions Involvement
Director

Judy Poss (Haynesville)
630 Lawson Drive
Perry, GA 31069
478-224-8899
papaandnanaposs@comsouth.net

Training Consultant

___________________

Ethnic/Language Culture Consultant

Rossy Rivera (Templo Bautista Hispana)
119 Wavertree Drive
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-919-6146
drivera44@cox.net

Prayer Coordinator

_____________________

Church Wide Mission ConsultantsArea 1

Connie Jones (Byron)
104 Caleb Way
Byron, GA 31008
478-956-3666
Conniejones104@windstream.net

Area 2

Pat Howard (Haynesville)
2365 Elko Road
Elko, GA 31025
478-987-2500 / 478-952-0945
jerandpathoward@windstream.net

Area 3

______________________

Area 4

Pat Bartlett (FBCWR)
106 Emory Drive
Warner Robins, Ga 31093
478-922-1065
gabluebird@cox.net
Linda Anderson
P.O. Box193
Byron, GA 31008
Lindaga7@cox.net

Please consider serving in the areas with blank lines. There is a place for you on the WMU Team. Please contact Dr. Luann Purcell if you are interested in the areas. We would love to have you.

