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WHAT IS “AN/THE AWAKENING?”

No matter which side of the political spectrum you lean toward, you would be hard-pressed not to
know and acknowledge that America is in trouble. We have division and violence, immorality, threats at home
and abroad, rising debt, and the list could go on and on. If we study the Bible and draw parallels (and we
should because that’s what interpretation and application are all about), then it should be clear that no matter
how we vote in November, our nation’s problems are more than mere men can solve. We need God to move.
If you google “Great Awakening,” you will find out about an 18th century movement of God that began
in Jonathan Edwards church. It could not be explained by human means—it was simply a movement of the
Holy Spirit akin to what we read about on Pentecost. There was also what’s called the “2nd Great Awakening”
in the mid-1800’s and it involved men like Charles Finney on the Erie Canal and Dwight Moody in Chicago
and others. Both of these began with God’s people realizing their desperate need for HIM. It began with conviction of sin, and an earnest desire for God’s presence and glory. There have been other similar events
throughout the history of the church. The Welsh Revival, and the Azusa Street Revival in the early 1900’s as
well as the Asbury Revival that began at Asbury College in 1970.
What’s the point? It can happen again! Our God is a God of mercy and compassion! If He spared pagan
Nineveh in Jonah’s day, certainly He might spare America in our day if we would pray and seek Him. So, a
“spiritual awakening” is a movement of God where He takes us back to where we once stood with Him—in
forgiveness, renewal, peace, love, grace, mercy, etc. An Awakening is usually characterized by people getting
saved, sinful desires being rejected, and previously unaffected persons being touched by the Gospel and power
of God. How we need an awakening in our day!
Now let’s talk about “The Awakening.” This is an event being planned by our Men’s Ministry leaders
for August 12-13, 2016. It will be at the Perry Ag-Center and I will meet with pastors this Tuesday, March 1st
to tell them more. The A wakening is being planned with men in mind. Many of us struggle as men to understand and fulfill our God-given responsibility to our families and churches. This is an honorable role—God
gave it to us. And His Word tells us what we are to do and how we are to grow into a man who can fulfill it.
But, we need help with this.
The Awakening is being planned so we can hear from men who can “speak our language” and convey
God’s truth. It will also give us some tools to be able to go back to our churches and homes and continue to
grow. You will be hearing more about this very soon. For now, I urge you to reserve A ugust 12-13 on your
calendar and plan to be a part of this event! There is another page in this e-newsletter that details more about
The Awakening, and you can find out more by scrolling there.
As I write this article, tomorrow is the day for Central Baptist to host the Prayer Boot Camp on Friday,
February 26th with Claude V. King. This will involve the intercessory prayer strategy demonstrated in the film,
War Room. I hope someone from your church is coming to be trained to return to your church and train you!
One last event to mention—all related to the above heading/title: On Thursday evening, March 17, Dr.
J. Robert White will be with us at Friendship Baptist in Warner Robins for a Renew Georgia event. It is Dr.
White’s passion that indeed, we see God renew/awaken us to His Ministry and use. I hope you will come and
be with us. Dr. White is a gifted preacher and has prayerfully prepared the message he will bring to the Baptists of Central Georgia. Again, there is a page in this newsletter devoted to the Renew Georgia event and you
can find out more there.
Do you see a common theme and continuity to the above-described events? Leaders, most of the time,
try to be positive, and to encourage and celebrate what God is doing—so you expect me to be enthusiastic.
But, sincerely it seems that God is up to something in our midst. Let’s attune our ears and hearts to His Voice
and not miss what He might have for us.
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Avenues of Opportunity
Churches without a Pastor

First Baptist Church of Marshallville

SBC Annual Men’s Beast Feast — March
11th
Special Guest Speaker — Jeremy Morton
Strong Groups ’16 — August 27th
Mark your calendar for this date
SBC will host a Sunday School/Small-groups
Conference
More details to come in the future.
Matthew Gibbs
Education & Evangelism Pastor
Second Baptist Church, Warner Robins
www.secondfamily.tv

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates for 2016

May 29th;
July 31st; October 30th;
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

Appalachian Ministry
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Sponsored by:

Rehoboth Baptist Association

Director: Pete Soots—478-396-9316
Deputy Director Speaking Engagements / Donations; Pickup / Packing:
John & Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065

Items Needed: New / Gently Used Clothing, Shoes, Dishes,
Kitchen Ware, Linens, Bedding, Appliances (working condition), Books,
Magazines, Toys, Mattresses, Furniture, Tools (shop / yard), Fishing Gear, Bicycles (any condition),
hygiene items, and puzzles etc.
Donation Drop-offs: 746 Lake J oy Road, War ner Robins, GA 31088
Place items on tables under the carport. (24/7

A worship celebration
and prayer service with Dr. J. Robert White

RENEW 2016 GA
PASSIONATELY PRAYING, AND PREPARING FOR
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
IN OUR LIVES, HOMES, CHURCHES, AND ASSOCIATIONS
Thursday, March 17, 2016
7:00 P.M.
Hosted jointly by Rehoboth Baptist Association
&
Friendship Baptist Church
1322 Feagin Mill Road
Warner Robins, Ga 31088
478-953-9509

Dr. J. Robert White
Executive Director, CEO, Georgia Baptist Convention

Phil Bryant—March 17th
and
Rossy Rivera—March 26th

RBA
Administrative
Assistants &
Secretaries

You are invited to a catered luncheon
Just for you!
on
Tuesday, April 12, 2016
RBA Back Assembly Room
Please call or email Kathy
478-987-0005
kathy@rehoboth-assoc.org
Wednesday, April 27, 2016 is the official Administrative Assistant’s Day.

Rehoboth Baptist Association

VBS Training
Thursday, March 24, 2016
Place: First Baptist Church of Perry
Address: 1105 Main Street, Perry GA
Time: 6:30—8:30 p.m.
Particulars: Register by sending Rhonda
Garbisch an email: rgarbisch@fbperry.com

