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How the Mighty Have Fallen!

The words of the title above were exclaimed by David when word reached him that Saul and Jonathan
had been killed in battle. Our response to the news of death often tells much about us. One might think David
would’ve been relieved, but the man after God’s own heart was grief-stricken when Israel’s King (David’s
mortal enemy) died (2 Sam. 1: 25-27). Something in him responded when he got the news. I feel a tiny bit like
David today, not because an enemy has passed, but rather because one has passed whom I, like David respected as “mighty”!
I never knew, nor even personally met Dr. Billy Graham. I did see him “in person” twice, both times in
Atlanta: once at a crusade in the mid 1970’s and later as he addressed the Southern Baptist Convention in the
early ‘90’s. He was a striking figure both times. As I walked early this morning, I heard the news that Dr. Graham had passed away at the age of 99. He would’ve been 100 had he lived ‘til November this year. He was a
giant among us.
While we are not to worship nor praise men, Romans 12 does admonish us to “render honor to whom
honor is due.” Billy Graham was truly an honorable man. Like the other 2 key partners with whom he shared
ministry for some 50 years, Cliff Barrows and George Beverly Shea, Dr. Graham lived a “good, long life.”
Both of the others have died in recent years (Barrows in 2016 at age 93 and GB Shea in 2013 at age 104!). I
couldn’t help but think of the promise of Exodus 20 to honor one’s parents that you may live long on the earth.
These 3 must’ve been some fine young men.
Billy Graham preached the Gospel to an estimated 200 million people across the globe in more than
150 countries. That he honored Christ’s command in the Great Commission goes without saying. Graham, like
Daniel and Joseph in the Old Testament was also an advisor to kings and Presidents. In fact, every U.S. president since Eisenhower has sought Dr. Graham’s counsel, and he seems to have been respectful and gracious to
all--Democrats and Republicans alike.
Dr. Graham was an evangelist. He was all about seeing people come to faith in Christ. It was remarkable when you were at a crusade, he would preach and an invitation would be given and people would come by
the hundreds or even thousands. Needless to say, there was an anointing on his life and ministry.
In his preaching, he never moved very far from John 3:16; this is not to say he didn’t preach other texts
or that he was redundant, but it’s simply to state that the core and essence of his message and his mission were
the love of God expressed in Jesus Christ. It’s funny, but seminary students study great texts, great messages,
and great preachers and frankly, in academic analysis, Billy Graham’s messages were not “impressive.” It’s
just that when he preached them and gave a call--he would often see as many people respond in one night as
some preachers do in decades or even in a lifetime of ministry! There was an anointing.
As implied above, Dr. Graham preached with great simplicity. That is not to imply he was a simpleton,
though. Rather, it showed time and again that he was a man of depth and wisdom. He knew how to “break it
down” for those who were not acquainted with church or with the Scriptures. Persons from every walk of life
would attend the crusades where he preached and that same diversity of people would walk the aisle when the
time of response came.
Dr. Graham came of age after WWII and preached across America in the 1950’s & ‘60’s. Once, as he
arrived in England, some rather snobbish intellectuals challenged him on a radio program and poked fun at
him for his simple message and simple faith. Billy Graham did not attack nor did he debate with striking wit or
ferociousness. A British newspaper reported the next day the following words: “Billy Graham might’ve lost
the debate last night, but he won the heart of England.” This is who he was--winsome, humble, and kind. Each
one of us will be judged by our Lord who knows everything others do not, but it would seem to me if anyone
among us ever hoped to hear “Well done thou good and faithful servant,” it would Dr. Billy Graham.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor. Search
Committee working on this.
2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047—Without
a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
3. Lizella Baptist Church—2950 S. Lizella Road, Lizella Ga 31052. Without a pastor.
Search Committee working on this.
4. Midway Baptist Church—P.O Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052—Without a pastor—Search
Committee working diligently on this.
5. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088. Without a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
6. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069. Without a pastor.
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093. Without a pastor. Search Committee working diligently on this.

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
January 2018 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director
We have had a wonderful start on the new year. We have sent two semi loads to Williamsburg, Kentucky and three of our trucks with furniture to Copperhill, Tn., Taylor’s S.C.,
and Williamsburg, Ky. God is Blessing this ministry beyond belief. He is so good and He is
always on time with donations of goods and finances to allow us to keep supporting the
Appalachian Mountain people.
This year has been a real delight to work in the ministry since we have our building. Even
when the temperature was really cold in January and first part of February we were able to
keep the cold chill down to a workable temperature and could keep packing away. Our
packing crew is phenomenal. They are so committed and never fail to be there to help
when the help is needed. If anyone would like to join the team they can contact Phyllis
Johnson at 478-396-9065 and she will be glad to help you.
I would like to thank everyone for your prayers during this time of radiation therapy that I
am currently going through, but we serve an Awesome God and so merciful. I am on my
last three weeks of treatments and everything is progressing well. Keep the prayers coming. I would also like for you to Pray for Ken Carley. Ken works tirelessly in the warehouse
packing and keeping the warehouse in shape for the packers. Ken had a heart attack last
Thursday and is in the Houston County Hospital. He is doing well and might get out in a
couple of days. Please remember him as he is one of the key workers at the building.
We will begin to start thinking about the Back-Pack ministry shortly. Be watching for information as it is getting prepared and will be out before very long. We are working to provide
more information, and help you to provide all of the items that are required in the back
packs when they are shipped up to the mountains. Keep your eyes open.
We are in need of under garments and socks for children ages 3-13. That includes boys and
girls. The sites have had their grants reduced by ½ in the Jellico area and most of their
grants goes to purchase undergarments for the children so they are a in dire need of these
items. If you could purchase some please bring them by the Appalachian Ministry Packing
shed behind the RBA office and we will tenderly pack them and get them up to the mountains where they can be used.
We were blessed in January to receive about 4000 lbs. of food from a wonderful couple
down on the Florida border. This food was food that had been preserved to last 20 years.
It was mostly staple items and we were able to receive it and put half of it on a semi the
following day to go to Kentucky and the remainder went to Copperhill. The site managers
at these two sites were very happy at their receipt and thankful that it was available.
RBA Appalachian Mountain Minister Director,
Pete Soots,
Working with a group of Servant Hearts for Our Lord and Savior.

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday canned food drives on
April 29, 2018
July 29, 2018
September 30, 2018
December 30, 2018
If you would like to make a donation to help with food
etc. please send it to: CSM, 101 S. Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
the volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin March 19, 2018 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

