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M erry Christm as!

Division
Division was a math concept we learned in school. It had to do with separation. Alas, I do not refer to that kind of division
in the title above, although the two are related. I refer, sadly to the division that seems to grip our nation at present. Some of you
will read on--in agreement with me; others might be offended by what lies ahead. One of the things I try to avoid in this article from
month to month is politics. Why? Ironically, because it is divisive!
With that said, I am reminded of what Spurgeon once counseled his students: “The preacher should have a Bible in one
hand and a newspaper in the other!” I interpret that to mean pastors are called to speak the Word of God to their contemporary situations. This tradition grew out of the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament. God called men to speak His Word to the society in
which these men lived. Sometimes, in the darkness, a light must be shown. In a society where untruth prevails in many places,
Truth must be proclaimed.
I try to limit my time on and exposure to social media--be it FB or Twitter, or whatever. I’m amazed at how much time
some people seem to spend in this activity. I read fellow pastor’s comments--on both sides of issues. I respect their opinions and
input, and their right to interject their thoughts. I limit such input because I am amazed how vehemently people attack something-no matter where you stand. To be frank, I’m also reminded of Proverbs 26: 4: “Don’t answer a fool according to his folly
(foolishness) or you will be like him, yourself.” Now, in the spirit of full disclosure, verse 5 goes on to tell us: “Answer a fool according to his folly, or else he will appear wise in his own eyes.” So, there is a time and place to challenge people (Ecclesiastes 3
echoes, “There is a time to speak and a time to keep silent.”). I pray for wisdom to know the right time to speak and self-control
when it’s the right time to be silent.
Let me say to you first of all that I’m not naïve about our President. He is not a “choir boy.” Frankly, neither does he pretend to be. I read an article recently about how conservative Christians are going to regret ever hitching their wagons to the President. The writer saw support for the president and his policies as an ethical compromise at the least and a dereliction of duty at
worst. I found that view rather selective and even a bit self-righteous.
Does anyone seriously want to try and convince me there are vast sums of persons who “hitched their wagons” to any one
of Trump’s predecessors and chose to ignore many of those men’s shortcomings? Say what you will, the current president has tried
to fulfill his campaign promises more than any leader in recent memory. Today’s SJW’s (Social Justice Warriors) are well-meaning
people; many of them young, idealistic--wanting to change the world! Weren’t we a bit like that? Sad thing is most of these people
cannot begin to change the world because they can’t even seem to make their own bed. They also cannot dialogue without issues
becoming vehemently personal and abandoning all logic and reason and sinking to vicious attacks. Civility seems to be a thing of
the past. This is sad--because even when we, as human beings created in God’s Image disagree, we should still be civil and respectful. The O.T. prophets like Amos do preach about the poor--but none of the prophets deny personal responsibility. We now face a
society where the government or some mythological “other” is responsible for us and we can just sit at Starbucks and socialize on
our phones, and if anyone dares tell us we are wrong, we must be handed a puppy and consoled like spoiled children! Forgive me,
but that is quite pathetic. I think it is high time that we each own the reality of our day: for many Americans, the truth is no longer
objective fact and reality--it is a monologue of whatever makes the people who are determined to maintain their power be able to do
just that. We have become Orwellian (1984).
Regardless of how you voted in the last election, or how you intend to vote in November, you’d have to be naïve, or intentionally blind not to see that much of the division and current dialogue is not about ethics, morals, or truth, or caring for the poor--it
is about power and control--so much so that we have some leaders who now cannot even leave the results of the election up to the
voters. The fact is, as has been said for years, “politics is a dirty business.” Presidents are just people. They perhaps should be of a
caliber to be able to lead spiritually, but the fact is many are not. But, I also don’t think that has changed even from ancient times-remember that God raised up the prophets precisely because the Kings nor the people were following His ways. Presidents are not
pastors; Senators are in fact sinners, and sadly, some representatives have seemingly become reprobate. As I look at the kings in the
Old Testament, I see men like Josiah who was responsible for a revival; I also see men like Manasseh who were wicked. But, above
all I see a God who was gracious to His people. We must look to God and not to Washington for the answers to America’s ills. Josiah might’ve been presumptuous and died at age 39 in battle; and wicked old Manasseh later repented. Perhaps none of us should
judge too harshly nor quickly.
The fact is God used both the wicked and the good at times. The verse we love to quote out of context about it raining on
the just and unjust is not about punishment--it is about blessing. In the ancient world, and to an agrarian society--rain was a blessing; drought meant famine and death. God, in His Divine Providence and incredible patience, waited and warned for years before he
brought judgment on Israel or Judah. Will He be as patient with us? I don’t know--I pray so--but we’d better not take God’s patience and care for granted.
Whether you agree with what I’ve written here or not--I want you to know that I love you. I choose to love you--because
Christ loved me. In Ephesians 2, Paul writes about how Jesus, through His cross, has broken down the walls that divided us. I think
our Master is grieved today when we, as brothers and sisters in the Lord, allow things to divide us. Let’s strive to be honest, objective, and discerning--no matter who is speaking. My suspicion is--if we’ll do that and look to Christ---we will do a lot to break
down the walls of division.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA 31030
2. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA 31057
3. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
4. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
5. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025

Ed Gonzales - 478-213-4576

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We are in need of some Website Design / work.
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Dental Hygiene
kits. Water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!
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We have started off with a big year. Thursday we sent a semi load of clothing to the Bahamas to help with the disaster relief program with a partnership with a sister church in
Warner Robins. This will provide badly needed clothes to the Bahamas and will be dispersed by two churches in the Bahamas. The shipment should arrive in Freeport on
Wednesday of this coming week. This project took several months, many phone calls with
port authorities and the people in Bahama, but God’s work is always worth it. People will
be blessed and we will be blessed for accomplishing the task. Thanks to the folks who help
make this possible packing and loading the truck.
We have been up to Knoxville and have several loads planned to go to Jellico, Greer, S.C.
and back to Knoxville. So we will be busy for the foreseeable future.
Backpack time will be here before we know it. If your church is going to participate, please
have your WMU director contact Phyllis Johnson as there will be several planning meetings. We have asked the Mountain sites to provide us the number of children by age and
we will be providing the number of back packs by age group that will fill the orders along
with what goes in the bags. Our goal is 1500 and we will be working hard to get that accomplished. Please get in touch with Phyllis Johnson so you will receive all of the pertinent
communications.
Sunday school and Religious material. We will receive all of your religious material but
please place it in boxes and seal the boxes. We will only receive them on Tuesdays as that
is when we are at the building packing. Please do not just throw it through the window into the bins as that is a terrible lot of work to get out and then we have to pack it. We appreciate you bringing it and we want to take it but please help us by boxing it and securing
the boxes with tape. Thank you in advance!
I would like to invite each Pastor and staff member to come over to the site on any Tuesday
and see the operation. You would probably be surprised and overwhelmed at what you see.
If any pastor has a need for one of your members all you have to do is vet the situation
and give Phyllis or myself a call and we will do our level best to help fill the requirement.
We are here for Warner Robins just like the mountains. We definitely help the Vets because remember they have fought to keep us free. Tell a vet thank you for their service every chance you get.
Love in Christ, Pete Soots, RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry
P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/

Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Peetsoots6@gmail.com

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
3-29-20* 5-31-20* 8-30-20* 11-29-20
We are always in need of washing powder, paper towels, toilet
paper, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches and precious
volunteers that serve year after year tirelessly.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks long each.
These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can be applied toward
an Associate or Bachelor degree.

Next classes begin March 2020 (Certificate)
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have a
partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to complete
a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or
who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a worthwhile
pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs to grow in
our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information.
There’s still time--but don’t delay.

We find ourselves in an increasingly unstable culture. Definitions are constantly
changing, as well as the line between what is right, good, and true versus what is
wrong, evil, and false. And all too often, this kind of instability
can infiltrate the Church. But that doesn't mean we're without hope. In Ephesians
4:14, the apostle Paul writes that solid doctrine is one of our primary tools in placing
believers and churches on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ and His finished work.
That's the mission of The 4:14 Conference. It is designed to help believers think hard
about right doctrine so that they can be grounded in the truth and experience
life transformation. Each year we explore a different doctrine in depth to equip believers to live out their faith in the real world. 4:14 is Where Doctrine Meets Life. The
theme this year is "Has God Spoken? Exploring The Reliability Of the Bible". We hope
you'll join us as we tackle some of the most common objections/questions raised
against the Bible today such as "It's An Ancient Book: Is the Bible A Reliable Guide
For Today?" And "It's Written By Fallible Men: Is the Bible Inspired?" We hope you'll
join us.
If you have any questions about the conference, please feel free to email me (Pastor
Drew Heurion) at jdrew@centralwr.com

Focus on WMU Week
February 10-14, 2020
Thank you to our Leadership Team!
Woman’s Missionary UnionCo-Directors

Dr. Luann Purcell (Centerville)
109 Fox Spring Drive
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-953-5324
lpurcell@casecec.org
Vacant

Secretary / Treasurer

Martha Lewis (Shirley Hills)
102 Fieldstone Road
Warner Robins, GA 31093
478-922-3854
mhlewis@cox.net

Women on Mission Consultant

________________________

Women’s Enrichment
Ministry Consultant

________________________

Acteen Consultant

________________________

Girls in Action Consultant

________________________

Mission Friends Consultant

________________________

Missions Involvement
Director

Judy Poss (Haynesville)
630 Lawson Drive
Perry, GA 31069
478-224-8899
papaandnanaposs@comsouth.net

Training Consultant

___________________

Ethnic/Language Culture Consultant

Rossy Rivera (Templo Bautista Hispana)
119 Wavertree Drive
Warner Robins, GA 31088
478-919-6146
drivera44@cox.net

Prayer Coordinator

_____________________

Church Wide Mission ConsultantsArea 1

Connie Jones (Byron)
104 Caleb Way
Byron, GA 31008
478-956-3666
Conniejones104@windstream.net

Area 2

Pat Howard (Haynesville)
2365 Elko Road
Elko, GA 31025
478-987-2500 / 478-952-0945
jerandpathoward@windstream.net

Area 3

______________________

Area 4

Pat Bartlett (FBCWR)
106 Emory Drive
Warner Robins, Ga 31093
478-922-1065
gabluebird@cox.net
Linda Anderson
P.O. Box193
Byron, GA 31008
Lindaga7@cox.net

Please consider serving in the areas with blank lines. There is a place for you on the WMU Team. Please contact Dr. Luann Purcell if you are interested in the areas. We would love to have you.

Kathy Bryant—February 4th
Tim Millwood—February 5th
Boe Stanley—February 8th
Elsie Clements—February 21st

