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The Real Winners
My boys were heart-broken: Georgia losing to Alabama in the national championship game. Now football is one of those subjects, like politics, we’d better be careful speaking about and here’s why: Because you
can injure a friend over something as petty as a ballgame.
“Petty?” you say? I know, around here, we take our football pretty seriously. But, let me express a truth
that we too often forget: in the eternal, grand scheme of things, sports matter very little. As a society, we’d do
well to remember that. I grew up near Gainesville, less than 40 miles from Athens. We’ve been Bulldog fans
forever. I remember the “glory days” of Hershel Walker.
But, I told my sons these two things at the close of the game: 1.) When your team goes 13-1, wins the
SEC and defeats the Heisman winner in the Rose Bowl, then gets beat by what many would consider the best
team in college football in the National Championship game in overtime by only 3 points--that’s a great season! 2.) Be mad a minute; but when something won’t even matter 6 months from now, don’t worry over it
more than 6 minutes. That’s a good philosophy, but it’s easier said than done.
No question about it: we live in a society that loves “winners.” Bear Bryant used to say, “I ain’t nuthin’
but a winner” (which tells you the educational level of the Alabama faculty when a “college professor/coach”
talks like that!! (LOL--forgive me--I guess I’m not over it either). The record books will be very clear: for the
6th time under coach Nick Satan, (excuse me, Saban) Alabama won the national championship. But, I ask you,
is that the whole story?
I hope you Alabama fans (still my friends) take my jabs above as they are intended, just fun banter. Let
me say the following though in all seriousness: The Georgia Bulldogs, under coach Kirby Smart might not
have outplayed but they certainly outclassed their opponents. Our local boy, Jake Fromm, even when mistreated---slapped when clearly down and the offence seemingly ignored by officials, never said a word. He just got
up and went and did his job.
A further word: it wasn’t a Bulldog who got penalized for abuse and then went a started a fight on the
sideline with his fellow players and his coach! I was amazed: how did that young man stay in the game? Have
we become a society so obsessed with winning that any behavior is acceptable as long as that player contributes to our “victory”? I can tell you from what I’ve seen, most coaches would’ve sent that young man to the
locker room. He would’ve been out of the game, and rightly so. It also wasn’t a Georgia player who was
filmed seemingly yelling something incredibly disrespectful at the President of the United States.
I was thoroughly impressed though with two young men on the Alabama side: the 2nd half quarterback-what an athlete, and the 1st half quarterback who not only stepped aside for the new guy, but cheered him on
without any seeming resentment or jealousy. That’s being a winner in the book that really counts!
I’ve always been something of a realist. Even as a child, my dad used to say, “You were born older,
son.” I have no issue when a better man, better competitor, better team beats you “fair and square.” A man
who is honorable will own his loss or defeat, learn from it, and come back stronger and wiser next time. It is
disappointing to me though when there seems to be a disregard for respect, sportsmanship, and the class and
qualities that we say we value.
Just remember this, the real winners are not always those who hold up the trophy. In the grand, eternal
scheme of things, the real winners are the ones who win in the things that count forever--the honorable things
of God. That might just be a “salve” applied by a guy whose team lost, but, if you read the “Hall of Faith,” Hebrews 11, I think there is a profound Biblical truth to be applied to our lives and our obsession with sports and
winning.
Joseph didn’t look like a winner the day he was sold into slavery, or the day he did the right thing and
was still sent to prison--but he was--because God said so. Moses didn’t look like a winner when he returned to
Egypt as an old man in shepherd’s garb instead of his palace attire, but he was--because he was now on the
winning side! It looked like Jesus had been defeated and the enemy had won; then came the morning! It appeared Paul had lost and Nero had won when the apostle was executed, but within 18 short months Nero had
committed suicide, and while Paul had gone on to great glory and bliss, Nero likely anything but!
This article is absolutely not intended to associate Georgia with godliness and Alabama with ungodliness---I dare say we could find both on both staffs and teams----but even if Kirby Smart’s team did not win the
championship, I think they demonstrated something far more lasting, and for that, they have my respect and
will always be the bigger men to me.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor. Search
Committee working on this.
2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047—Without
a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
3. Lizella Baptist Church—2950 S. Lizella Road, Lizella Ga 31052. Without a pastor.
Search Committee working on this.
4. Midway Baptist Church—P.O Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052—Without a pastor—Search
Committee working diligently on this.
5. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088. Without a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
6. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069. Without a pastor.
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093. Without a pastor. Search Committee working diligently on this.

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates

4/29/2018; 07/29/2018; 09/30/2018; 12/30/2018
9:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760

*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper
Contact: Wilber Bond 478-955-1828

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
January 2018 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director
The year 2017 was a blessed year for the Appalachian Ministry. We
moved into a new building and the support of material from businesses, and
private families has been greater than ever before. We delivered an estimated
890,000 lbs. of house hold goods, clothes, furniture, Bibles, and furniture to
the Appalachian Mountains.
Endeavoring to be good Stewards of God’s money, we began using a
commercial trucking company to do our heavy lifting. We saved $12,000.00
by using mostly by using a semi-truck to carry 16 loads of approx. 44,000 lbs.
on each load. This over four times the amount we could haul with our 26-foot
truck. We only used our truck to haul furniture and bring back gaylord containers and pallets from Kentucky. This was a great savings. We still used
our truck to haul loads to South Carolina and Copperhill Tn. because they do
not have the means to accept such a huge load. Our goal is 1 million pounds
in 2018.
The back-pack project netted 889 back packs from the Churches in the
Association. While this was a great year we are setting a goal of 1200 back
packs for 2018. To accomplish we will be working with the churches providing increased information on the need and we are working with Bro. Bill Barker who has just been employed by the Ga. Baptist Missionary Board to have responsibility for the Back-Pack Ministry to the Appalachian Mountains as part
of his responsibility. Bro Bill is a product of the Appalachian Mountains in
West Va. He and I have worked to further support the sites in the mountains
that we help support. I hope to have him come to Rehoboth and have a meeting with POCs from each church that will participate in the Back-Pack ministry. This year they did not have enough back packs furnished to fill all the requirements. This is an important ministry as the children receiving might only receive the items in the back pack as a Christmas present. Let’s work together and ensure that every child in the Appalachian Mountains gets a back
pack.

Pete Soots
Pete Soots, Appalachian Mountain Ministry Director

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin January 22, 2018 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

Rehoboth Baptist Association
RA Pinewood Derby Race
Saturday, January 27, 2018
Shirley Hills Baptist Church
615 Corder Road
Warner Robins, GA 31088
Registration at 8:00 a.m.
Chris Faust—RA Director
478-919-6655—caberney@yahoo.com

