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As colder nights settle in, the warming center at No Limit Baptist Church (Pastor Vince Harrington) continues
to be a place of safety and dignity for those experiencing homelessness in our community.
Thanks to a recent donation of a shower trailer, there is now an opportunity to bathe and refresh -
but we need your help to make it fully functional.
Immediate Donation Needs:
 Bath towels/Wash cloths
¢ Individual-size soap, shampoo, body wash

Additional Needs:
* Twin-size sheets
* Blankets
* A bookshelf
« Volunteers willing to help prepare or provide meals and/or serve meals
Every donation—whether an item, a meal, or your time—makes a tangible difference in someone’s night, their health
and their sense of dignity. If you’re able to give, volunteer, or have questions about drop-off or scheduling meals,
contact Vince Harrington at pastorvharrington@gmail.com
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Does the Bible Commend Us
to Compassion or Law & Order?

(The following thoughts are offered not to stir political opinions nor reactions, but in
light of recent events in the news, we as churches might have to contend with
i similar instances and should be prepared.)

We live in a turbulent world. As people who live in this world, we must rightly divide and
apply the Word of truth to ourselves and situations we face. By now, everyone

has heard about the group who entered a church in Minneapolis recently and threatened the people in a worship
service. This would’ve been unthinkable just a few years ago, but now people have become so emboldened that
nothing is sacred.

Don Lemon, the former CNN anchor and openly gay commentator was a part of the group who interrupted a
worship service and openly challenged the pastor. Either Lemon, or some of his group told the people there they
(the intruders) were doing what Jesus did in overturning the tables of the moneychangers in the temple. For a
moment, let’s put aside the emotion of all this and examine the matter (and ourselves) as objectively as possible.

When our Lord entered the Temple and overthrew the tables, He did so precisely because there was disrespect
being shown to God’s House. His Holy zeal simply moved Him to demonstrate forcefully His deep displeasure with
what He was witnessing: merchandise being sold and people being “gouged” to pay for animals so they could offer
a sacrifice in worship. The “Bazaars of Annas” as they were called were set up under the guise of facilitating
worship, but in fact were for profit and to take advantage of pilgrims who came to worship. A place set aside for
worship was being polluted and degraded.

Our Lord was not being disrespectful but was in fact correcting a situation of flagrant disrespect.

When the group took it upon themselves to enter the Lord’s House a few Sundays ago, they did not enter to
worship. They entered to interrupt—to openly challenge the church body and its leaders—to debate and judge—
even condemn. This was anything BUT respectful---by all accounts this very type of interaction and dialogue took
place. This was not holy zeal, but blatant disrespect. Leftists despise the church but have no shame in either using
it or attacking it when it serves their purpose.

| raised this question this week when someone asked me what | thought of the situation: “What if |, as a minister of
the Gospel entered an LGBTQ meeting and started preaching, warning those present of the Hell that awaits them
should they fail to repent?” | would likely be arrested and fined—perhaps even sued—and get this—an action done
in love trying to see people saved would likely be considered a hate crime—or at least “hate speech.” This would—
in their estimation, be considered a violation of their rights and their “safe space.” For believers, Church is our
“safe space”—or should be, but increasingly, it is not because violence is often perpetrated toward those who
come to worship, just as was done in Minneapolis. We each know at times it is far worse and a shooter takes the
lives of worshipers.

Now, you might be reading and object thusly: “But, you are confusing two things. This was not about gay rights—
but about illegals and the arrests taking place.” | would have to concede that point, but please understand, many
who feel the right to do such things commonly hold closely allied and very similar positions. For example, many in
the “woke” community defend radical Muslims when these very people would wield a sword against them if they
had the power. The accusation levied against the pastor and his church was that they are betraying their Christian
values because they are not defending those being deported. My question: Is that a fair assessment?

To begin with, there is no question our God is a God of mercy. He instructed His people in ancient Israel to care for
the widow and the orphan and to be kind to the sojourner (stranger or pilgrim). This was unheard of in ancient
times and was one of the things that set God’s people apart from the pagans of that day. The primary thing that
set them apart though was their worship of the True God, and the Law He gave and their obedience to it (a moral
and ethical law that brought order to their society).



The apostle Paul in Romans 13 instructs us to obey the government. “When are we to disobey the government?”
one might ask. When, like in Daniel a law is instituted that keeps us from obeying God. When we have people who
have extorted the government (in essence, the taxpayer) and have funded terror, | do agree they have forfeited
any right to remain here. This seems to be the case in Minnesota.

Let me add something further. | recently read a post that stated, “If you’ve ever read Anne Frank, there’s no way
you could support what the government is doing.” Well, I've read Anne Frank; I’ve been to the Holocaust Museum
in Israel and will never forget it. | have been to Dachau near Munich and seen the gas chambers and cremation
ovens. Frankly, it took me days to shake the sickening and dark feeling | encountered there. Is this any different? In
other words, is our government behaving like Nazis?

My response is it is fundamentally different on several levels: 1.) These people are being sent to where they came
from—not loaded on cattle cars and shipped to death camps. 2.) The Jews like Anne Frank’s family were citizens of
the countries the Nazi’s invaded—and had every right to exist there; the Nazi’s were the intruders who broke the
laws. 3.) The Jewish people were selected because of bigotry and solely on the basis of their ethnicity. The current
situation being carried out is based on law, not on ethnicity. An officer on the scene commented all the protests
are too organized to be spontaneous - they are, in his words, “Planned insurgency.” | don’t claim to have all the
facts, but | have long ago stopped trusting the major news outlets to report facts and truth.

| recently read something by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. If you don’t know that name, he died in 2008, and he was a
Soviet dissident and author who exposed the brutal forced labor of the Gulags under the Soviet system. He won a
Nobel Prize for his writing. Here’s what he wrote: “Within the philosophical system of Marx and Lenin, and at the
heart of their psychology, hatred of God is the principal driving force, more fundamental than all their political and
economic pretensions.”

What does the above quote have to do with the situation in Minneapolis? These protesters often embrace very
similar ideologies—they are radicals, and they fight, in fact rage for any cause—even when they scarcely know any
facts. There is something in those who have rejected God who rail at life and the world and anything that opposes
them---especially any kind of law, or righteousness, or order. Paul describes these people in Romans 1 as
reprobate. They have gone so far in their rejection of God and His Law and in their indulgence in sin that they are
altered by it—and fundamentally can no longer discern what is right and what is wrong. Does the Bible commend
us to compassion or to law and order? It commends us to BOTH! Those strangers who came to Israel were to
respect Israel’s Law and Israel’s God.

| do not know if the churches we attend will encounter similar disturbances and protests, but frankly it would not
shock me. | do think we have to prepare for a future where Christ and His Gospel are treated with more and more
hostility. Frankly, | do suspect a different outcome if some of the “good ole’ boys” in our churches are the ones
they encounter. With that said, | believe we have a right to defend our people and the House of God---but we
cannot commit violence unless violence is being perpetrated upon us. Please bear this in mind. Someone—even a
fool—disagreeing with us or shouting at us requires a cool head (Wisdom is slow to anger and it is glory to overlook
an offense—Prov. 19:11).

| find it ironic and sad that a man who sees no need to consider the teachings of Christ in his lifestyle or behavior
has the audacity to claim to be doing Christ’s work among His own. | do not want to be callous toward any fellow
human being—but | also know we live in a fallen and corrupt world where many hate law and order. Paul never
wanted the Christian’s faith or behavior to be something that would bring reproach on Christ’s Name. May we so
live. | do believe there is a balance between showing compassion and honoring the rule of law and those two are
not exclusive.
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NEW ORLEANS

ANSWELRING GOO'S CaLL

Classes being offered from Leavell College

and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Church Training Institute (CTI)

These are classes developed to train church leaders and are for information & knowledge;
The CTTI is for persons who want to grow but are not concerned about earning a degree or certificate
(although completion of the program does earn a certificate of completion).

Old Testament Book Course - Jeremiah

Begins March 16th

Class meets once per week on Mondays from 6:00-8:00 PM in the RBA back assembly room

If you would like more information, please call or email
Tim Millwood at 478-987-0005 or RBA@rehoboth-assoc.org

(The form to sign up can be emailed to you).
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FEBRUARY 8, 2026
2:00 - 3:30
FIRsT BAPTIST CHURCH CENTERVILLE

108 CHURCH STREET CENTERVILLE
FoyErR/PARLOR IN SANCTUARY BUILDING

o

SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY
PAsTorR AND MRs. VINCE HARRINGTON, No LimiT BAPTIST CHURCH

COME AND LEARN HOW YOU CAN INSPIRE THE ADULTS IN YOUR CHURCH
TO DO MIssioNs FOR LIFE!

WHAT JOY! - WMU EMPHASIS 2024-2026
BECAUSE WE LOVED YOU SO MUCH, WE WERE DELIGHTED TO SHARE WITH YOU
NOT ONLY THE GOSPEL OF GOD BUT OUR LIVES AS WELL. | THESSALONIANS 2:8

WHAT JOY!

GEORGIA BAPTIST
WOMEN'S SPRING EVENT

April 17 - April 18

An experience for women of all ages
to receive spiritual inspiration,
missions challenge, and retreat.

georgiabaptistwomen.org/events/
First Baptist Church, Jonesboro 142 College Street, Jonesboro






