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Are We Living in the Last Days?
I’m asked the above question quite often. In one way, I’m not surprised by it, considering all the turmoil in the world; in
another way, I am taken back, as if I’m some kind of Bible expert qualified to give an adequate answer to such a profound question.
Frankly, opinions and responses to this question vary from preacher to preacher. In the end, the only One Who knows for sure is the
LORD (Mt. 24:36). With that said, there are some indications He clearly gave us so we could remain vigilant and alert for His
Coming.
First of all, I think we as Bible students often overlook the truth that Jesus ushered in the “last days” by His very coming.
Paul elaborates this idea that a new day had dawned—a day of salvation, hope and blessing—all because of what Jesus had done at
the cross and the tomb. Secondly, it is clear from our Lord’s instruction to John regarding the Revelation that he was to publish the
book he had been given because “the time is at hand.” Let’s be up front; God is somewhat mysterious in that He does not measure
time exactly like we do (2 Pt. 3:8).
There is something on the prophetic timetable though that I think we often overlook: Daniel (which, BTW is the key to
understanding Revelation) tells of the “70 weeks of years” that would fulfill God’s movement and blessing of the Jewish people
(Dan. 9:24ff). There was a caveat given though of “69 weeks” (69 X 7 or 483 years), and then “Messiah would be cut off.” Interestingly, many conservative scholars tell us from the time the Jews returned from the exile, this coincides precisely with Jesus’ appearing and being rejected and then crucified, buried, and raised. So? So, there is “one week” of years left on God’s prophetic calendar. This is often called The Great Tribulation, or “the time of Jacob’s trouble,” and also “The Day of the Lord,” (even though
that 3rd term refers to a broader period than simply this in certain passages).
Now, the amazing thing that seems to have surprised Paul, Peter, John, and others is an unseen period of time in-between
the 69th and 70th week. We think this is what is being referred to in Revelation 1:19 as the Lord speaks of “the things which you
have seen, the things which are, and the things which shall be afterwards. John had seen the Lord revealed or unveiled in all His
Glory, Majesty, and Splendor; there are also parts of Revelation (like ch. 12) that are in retrospect (looking back across history).
But, then Christ speaks of the things which are—and elaborates on the 7 churches. The period of time in-between the 69th and 70th
week is The Church Age—the time we are living in and have been living in since our Lord established His Church.
Why did God do such an unforeseen thing as waiting what is now 2,000+ years between these prophetic weeks related to
the Jews? It’s simple: He wanted to save people! God wanted to show grace! The Lord Jesus died and rose so men and women
could come to know Him. I don’t know that any human being, even the apostles in their earthly life, fully grasped the patience and
magnitude of the incredible plan of God! Some scholars call this period “unreckoned time.” So, the question now is: “How close are
we to the close of the church age?”
It seems that symbolically John is called up to the open door in Heaven (Rev. 4:1) and this institutes “the things which
shall be hereafter.” So, John’s being caught up to Heaven represents the Rapture of the Church (1 Thess. 4: 17). Rev. 5 depicts the
scene of the Lamb who alone is worthy to take the scroll from Him Who sits on the throne. As He opens the seals of the scroll,
judgments are unleashed on earth (Tribulation). I don’t know how close we are to this event, but I know we are closer than we’ve
ever been and move closer each day!
Now, our Lord. Himself gave some indications of the time of His Coming in Mt. 24-25. This is commonly called His
“Great Eschatological Discourse” (Eskatos is the Greek word for Last Things or Last Days). What did Jesus say? Wars and rumors
of wars would abound (24: 6); famines, pestilences, and earthquakes would be plenteous (24:7); persecution of the righteous would
increase (24:9-10). These things shall worsen and move toward the Great Tribulation (Mt. 24: 15-28), which shows its own signs—
mostly related to Antichrist & the Jews. At the end of the Tribulation, The Son of Man will appear (24: 29-30).
I personally believe Jesus’ reference to His appearing “in the clouds of Heaven with power and great glory” (Mt. 24: 30)
might be described as the “2nd phase” of His coming. The first phase is just before the Tribulation when he “raptures” or ‘catches
away” His Church. What Biblical support is there for such a view? Earlier, we mentioned 1 Thess. 4:17 that speaks of this event
specifically, and Paul tells us he is saying such “by the word of the Lord.” Christ’s promise to the Philadelphia Church is that for
their faithfulness he will “also keep you from the hour of temptation that shall come upon the whole world, to try those who dwell
upon the earth,” (Rev. 3:10).
Don’t let me lose you; we are still unpacking the Great Eschatological Discourse (or Olivet Discourse—because Jesus
gave this on the Mt. of Olives). Now, scholars discuss/debate whether Mt. 25 is an elaboration of the end time events or is it really
an encouragement or admonition of how believers are to live in light of those days? I’ll let you draw your own conclusion, but I
think a tremendous case can be made that it is the latter, and here’s why: Immediately when Jesus finishes speaking of his coming,
he shares the “Lesson of the Fig Tree” (Mt. 24: 32-35) that tells us to observe the seasons and know when it is near. In vv. 36-44,
our Lord speaks of those days being like the days of Noah and how things will go on until suddenly, he appears; then, vv. 45-51
concern “Who then is a faithful and wise servant?” Chapter 25 is the Parable of the Ten Virgins (5 of them being foolish and not
being prepared for the Groom’s coming). It is followed by the Parable of the Talents, which teaches us accountability and a day of
reckoning before our Master. The chapter finishes with a coming future judgment by the King (vv. 31-46), and how ministry and
kindnesses demonstrated now will be rewarded then. It sounds like our Lord could summarize all of this in two simple words: faithfulness and watchfulness.
Look around us: the world is in turmoil; there are wars and rumors of more; we have been through a pestilence; drought or
floods—which both abound—can bring famine. There is corruption—in society, in business, in government, even in the church.
The Middle East is tense with continued conflict. Even to a casual observer, if one is objective, it would seem the pieces are aligning for the climax of human history. We get into trouble when we try to affix dates, but all would point to our Lord’s Coming.
Because of the nearness of His appearing, we must be about the Lord’s work. Millions need to be saved; many need ministry and grace. Many need to be instructed in sound doctrine. The night is coming, but for right now we have the day. The beauty
and irony of the night/day statement is when the “night” (the closing of the church age) comes, then we who know the LORD will
be ushered into an eternal and glorious Day! Let’s serve Him! Faithfulness and Watchfulness are the words and focus of the hour.
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RBA Churches without Pastors
1. Second Memorial Baptist Church—
1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products, Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Woodberry at
twoodberry@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!
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Appalachian Mountain Ministry
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URGENT – PLEASE READ
Pastors and Friends,
The Appalachian Mountain Ministry (AMM) needs your help. My heart is
heavy because the volunteers we have are being overworked. We don’t have
the number of volunteers we need to pick up donations, load trucks and deliver loads to our Ministry Partners in Appalachia. There are families in the
areas we serve who are in desperate need of the things donated to AMM and,
Praise God, donations are increasing. But getting them to our ministry partners is getting harder because we lack the number of volunteers needed. We
currently have about 10 faithful men who help pick up donations, load
trucks, and drive them to our ministry partners. Due to various issues, there
are times when some of them have not been able to help, which makes it
harder on the others. Galatians 6:9 tells us “To not grow weary in doing good”
but the men we have helping are getting close to that. My goal is to get our
number of volunteers up to 50 or 60 so we can rotate through the list and
men would only have to help about once every 6 to 8 weeks.
I am asking everyone who reads this newsletter article to consider helping us.
If for some reason you are unable to help, think of others who might be available and have the time to help us. I ask that you then tell them about this
ministry or send me their contact information and I will explain the ministry
to them. I am certain there are those who would help if they only knew what
the ministry is all about.
Pastors, please mention this need in your Sunday Bulletin or give me a
few minutes to come and tell your congregation about this ministry and
why it is so important.
Pete Soots
Director, RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Email: petesoots6@gmail.com
Home: (478) 922-4351
Cell: (478) 396-9316

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
8-29-2021; 10-31-2021
The May Food Collection was very helpful!
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet tissue,
and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with food
etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy
Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.
Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully and send food
donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and
talents.

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to my shopping list toward making a
monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.
21. Toilet paper is always needed, one of the most asked for and least available.
If you have a question on any of the numbered items, please call the Christian Social Ministries at 478329-0760. Ed Gonzales

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of fellowship and good
food at Ole Times Buffet, 2922 Watson Blvd, Centerville,
GA 31028 . Please note the dates below on your calendars.
January 19, 2021
February 16, 2021
March 16, 2021
April 20, 2021
May 18, 2021
June 15, 2021
July 20, 2021
August 17, 2021
September 21, 2021
October 19, 2021
November 16, 2021
December 14, 2021

Greetings RBA Churches: We need you!
It’s time for the Baby Comfort Station to kickoff and again, we would like to ask our
churches to take a full day or two and fill it with your church members that would like to
serve. This has worked very well!
This year, the 2021 dates are October 7-17th. If you see a day or two that you would
like to reserve for your church, please email at kathy@rehoboth-assoc.org or call 478987-0005 and to make sure it has not been taken.
RBA provides each volunteer with a ticket to get into the fair and serve on your day
and time. The BCS has proven to be a valuable ministry tool and the GNFA personnel very
much appreciate the service we provide. (See the schedule below) I have a flyer for you to
promote in your churches for volunteers to serve.
We also serve as an attraction to families just off the “Midway” rides section of the fairgrounds and this brings many families to the Wordless Book Evangelism tent next door to
us.
Our ministry is really very simple:
 We provide a clean place for parents to change or feed their babies and Special Needs
children.
 We do not touch, handle, or change babies---we provide a place for parents to do that
which is clean, air-conditioned, and safe.
 Duties include:
1. Greeting persons coming into BCS.
2. Using the wipes provided to clean/sanitize the changing pads on the tables after each
changing – most of the moms coming in will use the wipes before and after to clean the
area.
3. Ushering/showing moms where to go to nurse or bottle-feed babies (we have a section
curtained-off for this)
4. Sharing/offering tracks and witnessing materials provided for those open to receiving
them
(If you are one of the opening or closing teams for the day, detailed instructions are provided about turning on/off lights and A/C, as well as securing the tent at night). Our
leadership team’s contact information is also provided in case of a need).
Volunteers have chairs to sit in or you can greet or stand out front of the tent.
As you can see—it is really simple. Our goal is to be a friendly, warm Christian ministry
team who shows Christ’s love through service and witnesses as we have opportunity.
Blessings to each of you, Tim
Rehoboth Baptist Association - Baby Comfort Station
Perry National Fairgrounds - October 7-17, 2021
Call: 478-987-0005
RBA has asked each of their 54 churches to take one whole day and here is the schedule
and availability. Please call to reserve your day. 478-987-0005
Each Volunteer will be provided a ticket to get in the fair for their workday and
time.

Attention: the (#) represents how many volunteers
should be on each shift.
Call RBA at 478-987-0005 to schedule your church
to serve a full day. Smaller churches could go in
with another church to fill the slots.
Wednesday, Oct 13: Open to a church
Thursday, Oct 7: - Rehoboth Baptist Association will 10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
1:00 – 4:00 – (3)
cover this day.
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
3:00 – 6:00 – (2) Wilber Bond & Phebe Knowles
6:00 – closing – (4) Phil and Kathy Bryant; Randy & 7:00 – closing – (4)
Cathy Davis
Thursday, Oct 14: - Open to a church
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
Friday, Oct 8: - Sandy Valley B.C. will cover.
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
10:00-1:00 – (3)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
Friday, Oct 15: - Open to a church
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
Saturday, Oct 9: - The Vine—Rick Harris
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
1:00 – 4:00 – (3)
7:00 – Closing – (4)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
Saturday, Oct 16: FBCC—Kristian Williams
Sunday, Oct 10: Open to a church
10:00 – 1:00 – (4)
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
1:00 – 4:00 – (3)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
Sunday, Oct 17: Open to a church
Monday, Oct 11: - FB Haynesville—Pat Howard / 10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
Janie Huff
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
1:00 – 4:00 – (3)
7:00 – closing – (4)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)
Tuesday, Oct 12: Open to a church
10:00 – 1:00 – (3)
1:00 – 4:00 – (4)
4:00 – 7:00 – (4)
7:00 – closing – (4)

