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M erry Christm as!

On Pandemics and Proselytes
I’m often amused by our reaction to things, events, news, people, etc. Please hear me carefully, there is nothing
amusing about people dying nor our economy suffering. But, as I listen to the “meta-narrative” (the constant, overarching story going on), I can’t help but be somewhat amused by all that I hear. Fear and uncertainty abound and I
would offer the media and some politicians benefit from such fears--always trying to use it for ratings or trying to bend
it to their advantage.
For instance, there are those who tell us “life on earth will never be the same again.” I suppose that’s true in one
sense--any event, especially a global one changes certain things. But, I’m sure there were those who felt that way during
the Great Plague, and during the last pandemic in 1918, and in WWI, and in WWII, and I remember after 9/11 similar
things were said. One of the things I observe that is remarkable about human beings is our ability to return to an assemblance of what we call “normalcy.”
I remember 20+ plus years ago when what was called the “Conservative Resurgence” swept our convention.
Articles and books were written touting it being akin to the Protestant Reformation. Forgive me, but I suspect we’ve all
realized by now the ramifications are far less than what swept Europe 500 years ago. The sad truth is we’ve failed to
capitalize on the opportunity that we had. I know from reading that after the Protestant Reformation the leaders and
churches were so exhausted from the struggle that it took some time for missions and evangelism to flourish--so perhaps that will still happen for us. As of today though we must acknowledge that we are a denomination in decline unless
something changes. The truth is many such events can only be assessed in retrospect, but we’re all dying to have something relevant to say today, so we speak of “monumental events” that might just be one more in a long history.
Let’s be transparent: we might not be out of the woods even yet with COVID. As I type these words, even now
there is an “up-tick” in the #’s and bell curve. This might be with us for some time. It is conceivable we could have to
shelter in place again--I hope not, but we might. Almost all of our churches have returned to some public gathering of
some fashion by now--parking lots, lawn-picnic style, inside with social distancing, etc.
I’ve had people say to me, “Church will never be the same again.” On one hand, that might be true: we’ve experienced things new to us; we’re using technology in ways we haven’t before; there are fears about that are real and
influential. But, folks let me offer something of which we need to be reminded: The Church of Christ has weathered far
greater storms than this. The early church endured not three months, but three centuries of persecution; Christ’s Bride
survived the crumbling of the Roman Empire; She weathered the corruption of the Middle Ages and the Great Plague
and many other things. In fact, in some of the above trials, The Church actually flourished! When She was True to her
Bridegroom and resembled the Bride He died for Her to become--She was magnificent. I believe She can be again.
One thing for which I pray is for us not to return to “normal” in the sense of our sleepiness or “business as usual” disposition. I pray for a “new normal” where the Church is on mission as in the days of Carey, and preaching as in
the days of Spurgeon, and powerfully influential for good in our society as in the days of Edwards. Will that happen? I
don’t know, but if the Church doesn’t rise it is not because She can’t, but because She won’t.
I suspect there are many out there who need a place to belong; there are hurting people who need love; there are
downtrodden persons around us who need kindness demonstrated. Many are fearful and even hopeless. From where will
they get hope? It can only come from the Body Paul called “the pillar and ground of the Truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).
We might’ve discovered a “new audience” for the Gospel because of COVID-19 and the use of technology-praise God if His Word is going out. We might have been reminded the church is not primarily a place, but a living,
functioning body. We might see some new faces who have not been a part of the church until now--because they realize
the Church of Christ has a message of hope they desperately need. Now, as always, these are the persons on Whom we
need to focus--the proselytes--those who need to change their thinking and way of life because of the saving grace and
salvation Christ offers--people who we once were exactly like.
Our ministry must resemble Christ’s ministry in the Gospels. It is no coincidence that every effective ministry
in 2,000 years has somehow modeled itself after that beautiful example. Think about why this is necessary and practical: it is because Christ’s ministry revealed and mirrored the Heart of a Loving Father toward His children--children
who needed to be reconciled and given cleansing, hope, meaning, and purpose. The same is true today.
Years from now, we will tell our grandchildren about this time. What will we say? What will we have to tell?
Will we have been swept into that great surging tide of fear and uncertainty and secularism, or will we confidently stand
and proclaim the Truth of the Word of Almighty God and then “put legs” on that truth and roll up our sleeves and love
and serve people. The choice is ours--it always is--regardless of the pandemic or the proselyte before us.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA 31030
2. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
3. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
4. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
5. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA
6. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Hodges
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Dental Hygiene
kits. Water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
June 2020 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

We have been busy during the month of June. We have been sending out Back Pack letters to all of the
churches to try and get the right quantities of the right bags in for the children up in the Appalachian Mountains. It is hard to believe but these kids have such a little pittance of what we stressful area you should take a
ride up to the Appalachian Mountains. Once you leave Knoxville and head up the mountains you will begin to
see some stressful areas. But when you get right at the Kentucky, Tennessee, boarder and further north on I75
you will see real poverty stricken areas. It is hard to believe people are living in sheds that we keep our lawn
mowers in, but they are. I have seen six of them within a four mile area. Now try to imagine 5 people living
in one of those together. It is terrible. That is why God has us helping them. That is why when we send stuff
up to the mountains we try to make sure that it is good decent stuff not something that needs to be through
away when they pick it up. Please look at your donations and make sure they are working so that when they
plug something in it does work. We thank all of you for everything you donate. We also appreciate those that
provide donations of money each and every month to ensure we have money for the fuel to transport the items
up to the mountains.
Thank you and may God Richly Bless You for your gifts.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
8-30-20* 11-29-20
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

The Rehoboth Baptist Association
Christian Social Ministry
Food Bank
101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088
Is looking for 1 or 2 Volunteer Cooks
To show off their culinary talents to
very grateful volunteer workers.
Lunch is provided each Tuesday and Thursday for volunteers
at the Food Bank. We have a full kitchen, meals are generally prepared using available food items from the stock in the food bank.
Any additional items that may need to be procured at a local supermarket are fully reimbursed. Prospective cooks would have the
choice of providing meals on Tuesdays only or Thursdays only, or
even both days—we are very flexible.
If you are interested in volunteering to provide scrumptious,
healthy meals for the volunteers at the Food Bank, please call Ed
Gonzales at 478-213-4576.

