JULY 21st
11:30 AM
at the RBA Office

Call or email the RBA

office to let us know
you’re comin
LUNCH WILL BE

L PROVIDED )

SERVE CARE IMPACT
A SUMMER OF SERVICE!

Gather your students, men’s ministry, women’s
The RBA office will be closed Friday, July 3rd ministry, small group, or volunteer team and
in observance of Independance Day take on a service project in your community.

ONE PROJECT ONE NEIGHBOR ONE SUMMER AT A TIME
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744 Lake Joy Road « Warner Robins, Georgia 31088 « 478-987-0005




Bask in the Light
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| have an indulgence that not many people know about. | collect watches.
From the time | was a boy, cool watches have always fascinated me.
Perhaps it’s the precision, or the beauty and symmetry of the intricate

§ workings, but to this day, I’'m mesmerized by them. One of my favorites is a
simple and moderately priced watch called the Citizen Eco-Drive. I'm
wearing one as | type these words, and the best parts of this watch are two
simple but important features:

1.) The accuracy - it keeps near perfect time, and 2.) It never needs a battery because it runs off of light.

The connections to our spiritual walk are endless and quite apparent: the only time one of these
watches has ever failed me is when | accidentally neglected it and put it in a drawer out of the light.
John tells the Christian, “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son cleanses us from all sin,” (1 Jn. 1:7). Even Christians
can walk in darkness. We do this when we fail to avail ourselves of God’s Light through prayer,
reading His Word, and applying the Biblical truths we know.

This watch is fascinating because it was such a giant leap forward in technology when it was
invented. As mentioned already, it does not need a battery—it just needs light. We are people who
often try to “charge our batteries” through other means—through social media validation, through
worldly things, but the fact is there is no substitute for the True Light. God’s Light is what we were
designed to run on. What do we mean? Our Lord said, “Man does not live by bread alone, but by
every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God,” (Mt. 4:4). Worldly things promise fulfillment but
end-up draining us; only the things of God—especially His Word, renews our souls.

1Tim. 6:16 tells us something about God that should draw us in like moths to a flame: “Who alone
has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to Whom be
honor and everlasting power. Amen” God’s light and glory are incomparable. If we think we have
light, or have seen great light, whatever it is will pale in comparison to what awaits us in Heaven. The
prophets saw glimpses of this in their visions, and it almost defied their command of language to
describe it. Light is a beautiful thing—a powerful thing—especially when it penetrates and dispels
darkness. I've sat through the night before and waited on the dawn; what a welcome sight the rays of
the sun are! Just as my Eco Drive is only satisfied by light, so we should find our ultimate fulfillment
and joy in our LORD.

| don’t have to convince you that we live in a world filled with darkness. The Fall in Eden and its
consequences are still with us every day. In this world, we are called to “Let [our] light so shine
before men so they see our good works and glorify our Father, who is in Heaven,” (Mt. 5:16). The only
way we can shine brightly is to avail ourselves of the One Who is Light.

| think about the apostles in Acts: When Peter and John are dragged before the Sanhedrin, it says of
them: “When they recognized the boldness of Peter and John and observed that they were
uneducated men, they were amazed and recognized that they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). The
only way we can let our light shine is to be like my watch---we must absorb the Light, and that means
to bask in Christ’s Light each day through time with Him.
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