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Why I’m Committed to Missions in Spite of Politics

I’ve been a Southern Baptist literally all my life. My mom and dad attended an SBC church even before I was born; that’s the same church in which I was raised. Later, I got married in a Southern Baptist
Church and answered God’s call to ministry and was licensed and ordained by that church. I became the associate pastor there before coming to Warner Robins 29 years ago.
The year before I was called here, I was part of a mission trip to Panama in January 1991. Little did I
know that God was at work in my life: I met Bob and Mary Forbes in Panama, and when I was called to
Friendship while attending Mercer, they provided me a place to live for a time. That mission trip is still vivid
to me. I still can see the poor, their precious faces, and feel the inner passion to serve them and tell them about
Jesus. It was that desire to do missions that fostered some of the ministries at Friendship and was part of my
being called here to serve at Rehoboth as your Director and Missionary.
If you’re still reading, you’re wondering “Is this a trip down memory lane for Tim, or is there a point
to all this?” I assure you there is a point: I am often asked about all the things going on in our convention,
both on the state and the national levels. I am not an expert, but I try to understand what’s going on, feeling it
is a part of my leadership responsibilities. Let me express up front, no I don’t agree with every change that
has been made in recent years; nor do I agree with all the positions some leaders who claim to speak for our
national convention hold. That’s not an attack, but rather a simple statement of fact. I do pray for our leaders
and often find myself asking God that if my heart is the one that needs to change, please show me.
In case you’re not aware of it, there is a provision for being able to exclude certain ministries from
your church’s gifts. What that takes is a letter on letterhead from the senior pastor expressing the church’s
wishes. So, if there’s something your church is gravely concerned about or with whom you disagree, you can
actually exclude that particular ministry from your CP gifts. Again, what’s the point?
I say all that is above to tell you that I am committed to missions no matter what’s going on politically
or even organizationally in our denomination. Our missionaries need our support and our prayers. In an era
where we’ve seen a dramatic downsizing of our missionary force, both at home and abroad, we need those on
the field to know we are behind them and will “hold the rope” for them as they bravely go where God has directed them.
In 2009, after the economic downturn, when even blessed Warner Robins was feeling the effects of
the economy, I had a loving group of pastors within the association come to me. They offered to suspend their
CP gifts and send those to the association. This was a remarkable expression of trust and concern. Believe me,
it was tempting because it looked like tough times were ahead for all of us. But I gratefully but humbly declined. My Reason? I said, “I so appreciate your offer, but the fact is no matter what, our missionaries desperately need our support—perhaps now more than ever.” That was true then and it is true today.
I know we have missionaries furloughed because of COVID; I also know some of those will not return
to the field because of health problems and the like. Still, I know God is at work and He will call others. It is a
shame that in a nation where we all have so much, we have missionaries who will wait long periods to go because we lack the funds to send them.
In giving us the Great Commission, our LORD did not say, “Go into all the world—if it’s convenient”; He did not say, “Make disciples as long as you agree with all the leadership of your convention.” Nor
did The Master instruct, “Baptize them, but be sure every cent you give is used in a way with which you
agree.” My suspicion is, from the astute things Jesus occasionally voiced about politics and leaders, that He
was completely “in the know” about such things, but never did He allow it to deter Him from doing the will
of the Father. Neither should we. The fact is precious souls are at stake, and God is still at work—saving men
and changing lives. One day, we will be home in Heaven, and all the minutia that we worry about here will be
a distant memory, and all that will matter are the souls of men.
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
2. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
3. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Woodberry
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products,
Dental Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Woodberry at
twoodberry@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Pete Soots, Director
March 2021

GOD IS GOOD! Thanks to all the churches that promoted our “Coats for Appalachia” project and all
the individuals who donated coats we were able to take 13 gaylord boxes to the people in Appalachia.
(Gaylords are the huge boxes you see at the grocery store with cantaloupes or watermelons in them).
Because of all the support and generosity, the people who receive the coats will be warmer and know
that God’s people care about them. We also took 4 gaylord boxes of quality linens to the mountain
sites. This was made possible by the generosity of “The Warehouse”.
We will be meeting soon to finalize the planning for backpacks this year. Our goal is to provide 1800
backpacks and have them delivered to the distribution sites in the mountains by October 31. To do
this, we must have the backpacks delivered to the RBA Center by September 30. Please start now so
you can have a better chance of getting better pricing.
We appreciate all the donations to the Mountain Ministry and ask that you promote the ministry at
your church and to your friends. However, there are some items we cannot accept due to the manpower and space required to transport them. These items include pianos, organs, large heavy TVs
(although we can accept flat screen TVs), heavy weightlifting equipment, and treadmills.
Are you looking for a blessing? WE CAN HELP! We have two ways that you can be a blessing to the
less fortunate people of Appalachia.
FIRST: Volunteers are needed on Tuesdays at the Ministry Building to help sort and pack donated
items. Men and women of all ages are invited to help. Come join us and see how God will bless you
for it.
SECOND: Volunteers with a truck or trailer are needed to pick up items from people who have no
way to bring them to the Ministry Building. You can arrange pick up times that meet your schedule.
If you can help in either of these ways or would like more information, please contact Pete Soots
or Phyllis Johnson at the numbers below.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Petesoots6@gmail.com
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
5-30-2021; 8-29-2021; 10-31-2021
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet
tissue, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of fellowship and good
food at Ole Times Buffet, 2922 Watson Blvd, Centerville,
GA 31028 . Please note the dates below on your calendars.
January 19, 2021
February 16, 2021
March 16, 2021
April 20, 2021
May 18, 2021
June 15, 2021
July 20, 2021
August 17, 2021
September 21, 2021
October 19, 2021
November 16, 2021
December 14, 2021

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to m shopping list toward making a monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.
21. Toilet paper is always needed, one of the most asked for and least available.
If you have a question on any of the numbered items, please call the Christian Social Ministries at 478329-0760. Ed Gonzales

