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Does God Reward a Life of Devotion?

We live in a busy and often cynical world. The material things we chase leave us
empty. They might distract us for a while, but they can never fill what we need
inside. The things of God, spiritual things alone can do that. That’s why we must
J commit, or in some cases recommit to a life of daily devotion.

“Is that really worthwhile?” we might ask.

This time of year, as the weather warms up, we always head for Easter and
remember the week of our Lord’s suffering. In the midst of that incredibly busy

and heartbreaking week accounted to us in the Gospels, | find one story that stands out to me above all
others. It is a story of immeasurable devotion.

That devotee was Mary Magdalene or, Mary of Magdala (archeologists unearthed her village in Israel more
than a decade ago). Tradition says she was a prostitute, but we are not told that explicitly. What we do know
is that Jesus cast 7 demons out of her, so we can conclude her life before she met the Savior had been a
painful and dark one. Something in her heart was touched deeply by the Lord, and her life was changed in a
moment. We can be certain Christ saw in Mary things others had not seen. He saw her as a person, and
likely as a victim and not as the external dark persona she must’ve displayed to the world.

We have trouble letting go of what people used to be and seeing them for who they now are in Christ.
Interestingly, Mary Magdalene is mentioned in all four Gospels. For example, Luke 8 tells us that Jesus had
healed Mary of 7 demons; Dr. Luke also tells us she was among the women who followed Jesus and
supported his ministry with their substance (resources). Mary of Magdala is one of the women who followed
our Lord all the way to Calvary and stood, as horrible as it might’ve been, and witnessed His crucifixion.

These women would’ve been endangering their safety, freedom, even their lives in being identified as
followers of Jesus in that moment, but devotion would let them do no less. The Gospel writers also tell us
these women assisted with the preparation of our Lord’s body for burial when Joseph of Arimathea went
and begged Pilate for the body and carried it to his own tomb. Something in them would not let them leave
until they had done for Him what they could. That is a life of devotion.

Mary of Magdala had no idea she would one day be called a Saint by the Catholic Church. She had no idea
she would be seen as a hero by women all over the world. She simply did what her heart—what her love told
her to do for her beloved Master. We would do well to recognize this type of devotion to Christ is its own
reward—in fellowship, in peace, in joy, etc.

But are there perhaps other rewards? John 20: 1-17 records for us how on that Resurrection morning this
same Mary came to the tomb of Jesus. Seeing the stone rolled away, and the tomb empty, she ran to tell
Peter and John. They returned and wondered what might’ve taken place but did not grasp it at first. The
two men returned to their home, and Mary of Magdala was left standing in the garden near the tomb. She
wept bitterly because she believed the unthinkable had been done; they had come and removed her Lord’s
battered and bruised body from the place where it had been lain.

After stooping down again and looking inside, she saw two angels who asked her why she wept and whom
she sought. In the still dark shadows of the early morning, and through tear-stained eyes, Mary thought she
saw the gardener who posed a question to the grieving woman: “Woman, why do you weep?” She
responded: “Sir, if you have taken him away from here, tell me where and | will take him.” Jesus said,
“MARY.”

She came in the early morning; came in spite of the dangers. This life of deep devotion was richly rewarded
beyond measure because Magdalene was the first to see Christ after His Resurrection. Yes, God rewards a
life of devotion! He called her name; He still calls ours. She instantly knew His voice; do we? Are we
anywhere nearly as devoted? It matters.
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Covenant Baptist Church - Perry
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A A e Our newest church plant,
MQ - W Covenant Baptist-Perry
ﬁ a | ' is growing!

They recently moved into
their new church property at
1305 Main Street in Perry!

We rejoice with them and
continue to pray for this
growing congregation!






