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This Week Long Ago. . .

We call this “Passion Week”; this comes from the Greek “pathos,” meaning suffering. The truth is, as
hard as we might try, we cannot imagine all that our Lord went through on this week so long ago. He had been
trying to tell them (his disciples), but they had not been listening. This obviously only magnified his loneliness. They, like we often do, could not even stay awake in his hour of agony in Gethsemane.
First, there had been the “Triumphal Entry.” This is not a misnomer because he had been hailed as he
entered. But, there is an obvious, bitter irony in that designation. The Word of God is a double-edged sword
(Heb. 4:12). Good Friday would not bring triumph; he would be rejected and his death then plotted by the Jewish leadership and carried out by the Romans. Sunday would bring a triumph beyond imagination, but only after the most incredible suffering imaginable.
What was on His mind as He entered Jerusalem? Perhaps a plethora of things: Heaven and Hell; creation and the fall of man; Time and eternity; His eternal discussions within the Godhead; Abraham, David, and
the prophecies--perhaps particularly Isaiah’s suffering servant passages; His disciples; His family. With all that
on His mind, yet He takes time to cleanse the Temple. Amazing! The Temple will fall within 40 years, (He
prophesies this, Himself) yet He takes time to cleanse it! This should speak volumes to us about the value of
the House of God! Do we love His House in this way?
The last week of our Lord’s “regular” life on earth (His post-resurrection appearances are looked at differently) was filled with much. His family has come for the Festival--He must say goodbye. His disciples are
jockeying for position and deciding which throne will suit them best--He must try again to prepare them. There
is the Lord’s Supper to institute---He gives careful instructions and sees it beforehand. He must think of the
tragedy of Judas--he will be forever lost!
Then, (and oh how large its shadow looms) there is the cross! The Cross: the most infamous instrument
of execution ever devised. It was designed to maximize a man’s suffering while dragging out his death--so that
he suffered gratuitously. It was beyond cruel; the cross was positively barbaric. But, then so were the Romans.
Perhaps the only thing surpassing the famous “glory of Rome” is the shame of Rome. They did it near main
highways--so as to be the more public and humiliating for the condemned and the more “effective” for the Romans. Effective I say because the cross was used as a political instrument. The message was, “this is what will
happen to you if you dare challenge the authority of Rome.” It was effective.
Perhaps more perplexing and ominous for Jesus than the physical dimensions of suffering were the
thought of taking on sin and being separated from His Father! How awful it must have been! We truly cannot
imagine. We are born into sin and commit sin and observe sin and even wink and laugh at sin. This was no
laughing matter. It was horrible beyond description and beyond what human words or emotions can convey.
And yet, He goes on step by step, not wavering or shrinking back--He embraces it all and in the end, it
is He who stands in calmness while Pilate wrings his hands and looks for a way out. He would endure all and
only cry out when it was, at last, finished. His enemies would consider it done: a service to Israel. His disciples
had scattered--John alone with the women at the cross. All hope seemed lost. How could they have been so
wrong about Him? We are not told about that infamous Sabbath--as they waited and cried and feared and cowered in the shadows.
Then, as it had done countless days before and since, there came the first rays of sunlight over the Jerusalem hillside. The hurried job done on Friday to prepare Him for burial needed some touches. The women
made their way in the pre-dawn shadows--risking harassment, arrest, or even rape from the band of Roman
soldiers. They came to minister to his lifeless body. Their intentions were to be eternally disappointed! They
came seeking a corpse that would never know death again! “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is
not here! He is risen, just as he said!”
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He
has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor. Search
Committee working on this.

2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047—Without
a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
3. Lizella Baptist Church—2950 S. Lizella Road, Lizella Ga 31052. Without a pastor.
Search Committee working on this.
4. Midway Baptist Church—P.O Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052—Without a pastor—Search
Committee working diligently on this.
5. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088. Without a pastor—Search Committee working diligently on this.
6. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069. Without a pastor.
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093. Without a pas-

tor. Search Committee working diligently on this.

RBA—Appalachian Mountain Ministry
March 2018-Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director
This year is moving along too fast. We have already sent 19 loads of goods to the Appalachian Mountains. This is far more than ever before. God has been blessing.
We are collecting under garments and socks for the boys and girls in Jellico, TN. We are
going to continue to collect them until the end of May and we will be sending them as we get
them. They are in bad need of them. Losing 50% of their grant money has put them in a real
bind. They are even likely to lose the helper that they have helping them in the class room due
to this loss.
Back Pack time is just around the corner. We are currently in the process of writing the
guidelines for the back packs that we will be collecting for the Appalachian Mountains from all
the churches in RBA. This is such a needed requirement and Rehoboth is going to strive to

reach a goal of 1200 back packs for the mountains this year. Be on the lookout for the newsletter and the guidelines for the back packs. Our goal is to have every back pack contain all the
items that should be in the bag so that no child will open a back pack and be disappointed because he didn’t get a toy or snack in his back pack. The toy that they receive might be the only
toy some of these children will receive for Christmas. Let’s make all the children have a
Merry Christmas.
God has been so good to us by providing many items of clothing and furniture that we
have been overwhelmed with items to pack each Tuesday so if anyone has a couple of hours to

help it would be more than welcomed. We pack from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. each Tuesday and I
am sure the crew that is there would be glad to welcome you to the packing process.
Have a wonderful spring and as the beautiful flowers are coming out and the fragrance is
so sweet if only the pollen would go away. It will soon though and then it will truly be a beautiful creation of Our Lord and Savior.
Pete Soots, Director RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry

Unity Baptist Church—Loving Beyond Sunday
Thank you to Unity Baptist Church, Pastor Lewis Cooper, Harry
Anderson and the youth! The Christian Social Ministry looks
GREAT!

Pastor Lewis Cooper
Unity Baptist Church

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
April 29, 2018
July 29, 2018
September 30, 2018
December 30, 2018
If you would like to make a donation to help with food
etc. please send it to: CSM, 101 S. Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and

the volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Cen-

tral Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin August 27, 2018 (Certificate)

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

