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The Lessons of COVID-19

With the title of the article above, obviously there are innumerable lessons from this pandemic. Regarding human nature, we see the best and worst in people: some hoard and others share; some run away from
danger, and other’s hearts drive them to the danger to assist those in need. Another lesson: politicians will often exploit situations and people’s fears to get what they want. In this vein, I could go on and on.
But, as a minister, as you might guess, I particularly had in mind spiritual lessons or applications. I
think this is fitting as our Lord’s preferred method of teaching was in parables. The word “para-bole” (GRK)
comes from 2 words meaning “to throw alongside.” So, a parable is an earthly or common lesson with a spiritual or Heavenly meaning. Let me offer some lessons that have occurred to me:
The World is Fallen: we live in a hostile and fallen place, utterly corrupted by sin. Man’s nature, and his
legacy is one of pain and death. This is why we preach the Gospel. COVID-19 might be an overdue
natural pandemic, or it might be revealed to have been brought about by careless actions, or time
might reveal it as a nefarious planned attack. Whatever it is, it is a result of the corruption of this
world by sin.
Life is Precious: we’ve seen the fragility of our earthly lives in recent days. Many have died from this
virus, and it is but one in a long list of such plagues and illnesses. We all get tired and discouraged at
times, and in Paul’s words, “We groan within ourselves,” but make no mistake about it: life is precious. It is the gift of God. If we doubt the preciousness of human life, all we need do is look at the
cross and measure how precious God considered it that His only Son would die for us in order to give
us life!
Clean Hands are Important: Ps. 24: 3-4 tell us: “Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD, or who may
stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart,”;
This reminder that we indeed live in a world of germs and disease has been good for us. The Old Testament priests ascribed to ritual cleansing. While we are not to be legalistic about this, there is a simple and profound lesson for us here: being clean is important to life. Spiritually, this speaks to us of
the cleansing from sin that Christ offers. But the verses above from Psalm 24 speak to us of something
even deeper: The one who gets to be in the Presence of God is the one who does not trust in his works
(thus having dirty hands) but rather trusts in the finished work of Christ on Calvary.
Don’t Corrupt Others: The masks we’ve seen (or haven’t seen-LOL) serve to remind us that it is easy
for our mouths to hurt others. By mouths, you know I really mean “words.” We can hurt, corrupt, discourage, condemn, etc. others with our mouths. Just as we’re now cognizant of covering our mouths
to protect others from a virus, we should spiritually and mentally guard our tongues to protect what we
might “spew” out (Jas. 3).
Don’t Let Others Corrupt You: Just as the Corona virus has taught us about being able to infect others,
it has also taught us about the need to protect ourselves from corruption with all diligence. We can fall
prey to corrupted ideas, attitudes, thinking, doctrines, and so on. Paul wrote to Titus and said, “To the
pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure.” May we strive for purity
that we might neither corrupt nor be corrupted by this world.

Just a few applications that came to me in thinking of our present situation. Blessings, Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the
Pastor that He has for them.
1. Chamlee Memorial B.C.—1502 Knoxville Street, Fort Valley, GA 31030
2. Cross Point B.C.—645 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA 31069
3. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
4. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025
5. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA
6. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

We have a lot of ministries that YOU can volunteer for. Please look at the
areas listed below and call the contact person for the area listed.
Appalachian Ministry—Phyllis and John Johnson—478-396-9065
Work in the building or be able to drive the truck to the designated drop
off areas. Pete Soots—478-396-9316 (location—behind RBA Office—
744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088)
Christian Social Ministries Food Bank—Ed Gonzales—478-213-4576
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Benevolence Ministries—Ed Gonzales—478-258-7140
101 South Second Street, Warner Robins, GA 31088
Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic—478-953-7770—Teresa Hodges
3208 Highway 41 North, Byron, GA 31008
Disaster Relief—Michael Horton—478-954-1541
(location—behind RBA Office)—744 Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins,
GA 31088

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Dental Hygiene
kits. Water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
May 2020 Newsletter
Pete Soots, Director

This has been a very trying couple of months. We have been closed and have just taken
the first two loads up to the mountains. We are now open on Tuesdays from 8-5 for deliveries
from people with material to bring over to us. If you have a load that you need help to unload,
please call 478-396-9065.
We have been blessed beyond measure. An Anonymous donor called us and said that he
and his wife had been blessed and wanted to help the people up in the Appalachian Mountain
Ministry area that we carry material up to the mountains for. He and his wife blessed us with a
good amount of money to allow us to get a newer truck since our truck is getting quite old but
has been reliable, even though it 24 years old with nearly 500,000 miles on it. We are going to
be able to use it for shorter runs and pick up of items that we must pick up. That will allow it
to go to places in Georgia and allow the larger newer truck to handle the large hauls.
Please be on guard to get material related to the Backpack Ministry that will be kicking
off headed by Phyllis Johnson and a couple of ladies that has volunteered to help her with it.
You will be contacted in the next couple of weeks to begin putting the back packs together.
Here is a picture of our new truck we are proud of it and we hope to haul many loads to the
mountains in it.
We serve an awesome God. May God bless you with a safe summer through this Corona
Virus situation we are going through.

P.S. Take a look at our Web page at RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry.
https://www.rbaappalachianministry.com/
Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065—jgjplj38@windstream.net
Pete Soots—478-396-9316—Peetsoots6@gmail.com

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
8-30-20* 11-29-20
We are always in need of washing powder, paper towels, toilet
paper, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744
Lake Joy Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the
memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully
and send food donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and talents.

The Rehoboth Baptist Association
Christian Social Ministry
Food Bank
101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088
Is Looking For 1 or 2 Volunteer Cooks
To show off their culinary talents to
very grateful volunteer workers.
Lunch is provided each Tuesday and Thursday for volunteers
at the Food Bank. We have a full kitchen, meals are generally prepared using available food items from the stock in the food bank.
Any additional items that may need to be procured at a local supermarket are fully reimbursed. Prospective cooks would have the
choice of providing meals on Tuesdays only or Thursdays only, or
even both days—we are very flexible.
If you are interested in volunteering to provide scrumptious,
healthy meals for the volunteers at the Food Bank, please call Ed
Gonzales at 478-213-4576.

