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Paying It Forward

This past week Dr. Victor Lyons and I drove a dozen of our Spanish Certificate students to New Orleans for their graduation ceremonies. For many of them, this was a dream come true and represented an opportunity they’d never had before. This program of instruction is being used to change the culture of Hispanic
ministry in our area; it’s also helping them to understand why Baptists are committed to the things we are, and
why they should be, as well. With our English students, many of them who already have a degree in their work
field come to grow in the things of God and to lead, serve, and minister in their church.
A trip to New Orleans has many positives and only a few negatives: it is a long trip, more than a 500mile drive each way. It is a hectic schedule leading up to graduation, attending practice, getting caps and
gowns, attending a reception hosted by Dr. Kelley and Mrs. (also Dr.) Kelley. There are always last-minute
issues: someone who was left off the list; someone whose grade was not posted; a student who still needs to
pay or clear up some matter. But, to see the smile on their faces when they receive what they’ve worked for, is
always worth it.
I take a bit of flack for what I do for NOBTS. There are people who do not understand why I would
add to my responsibilities as DOM for a stipend from the seminary. Frankly, I accepted the position before I
knew there was even a stipend. Why? Because I had those who invested in me and I love doing the same for
others. There are those who have voiced that the association sometimes “suffers” because of what I do for our
seminary extension center--but when I ask them what is lacking in my duties they never seem to be able to
name anything.
I also have those who express their belief that seminary is a waste of time and money for pastors. I had
someone in not long ago who looked at the degrees on my wall and said, “I’m not impressed with any of that.”
I agree; we are not to be impressed with degrees; we are to be impressed with where we see the Hand of God
at work in a man’s life and ministry. But, I also thought: “No, you’re not impressed, because you have never
done the work or study to know what it takes to earn that, either.” Paul commended Timothy: “Study to show
yourself approved . . . a workman who is not ashamed.”
But, there’s another reason I accepted, and asked you to accept, the extension center here: RBA’s history, in fact, our very birth and foundation, was because of a commitment our forefathers had to education and to
missions. In the 1830’s, there was a huge controversy over Christian education and missions; some said, “We
don’t need education.” Others said, “Yes, we do!” Some said, “God doesn’t need us to save the heathen”; others said, “Who else is He going to use?” Some folks actually said, “We thank God for our ignorance.” Trust
me, from what I’ve read, there was plenty for which to be thankful. 180 years later, not much has changed: we
still have those who value education--and others who see no need for it; we have those eager to go and do missions, and others who say to me, “You’re crazy to go overseas today.”
Last week’s trip to the main campus brought back many memories for me: classes, commitments, graduation, etc. Dr. Kelley pulled me aside and said, “I want you to know I appreciate all you do.” He was gracious
to do that. He has devoted his life to this work; me, only a few years. But, the truth is I don’t manage the extension center for commendations; I don’t do it for the “prestige” of it all; I don’t do it because it pays a lot; I
don’t teach because I think I have more to contribute than others. I do it because I’m “paying it forward.”
What does that mean? It means I cannot repay those who helped me, encouraged me, taught me, supported me.
But, I can pass that same blessing to those who, like me, had much to learn and were willing to commit themselves to growth and knowledge. Seminary cannot anoint a man to preach; but, it can hone his skills and develop the natural and spiritual gifts God has given him. I hope I’ll always be trying to “pay it forward.” (Incidentally, I took the 3-day trip as vacation time--since I get several weeks each year that I never fully take.) Blessings to each of you--Tim
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor. Search Committee
working on this.
2. Joyful Life Baptist Church—1618 S. Houston Lake Road, Kathleen, GA 31047—Without a pastor—
Search Committee working diligently on this.
3. Midway Baptist Church—P.O Box 337, Lizella, GA 31052—Without a pastor—Search Committee
working diligently on this.
4. New Life Baptist Church—223 C. South Commercial Circle, WR 31088. Without a pastor—Search
Committee working diligently on this.
5. Rehoboth Baptist Church—2238 Hwy 41 North, Perry, GA 31069. Without a pastor.
6. Shady Grove Baptist Church—3642 Hwy 41 North, Byron, GA 31008. Without a pastor.
7. FBC of Warner Robins—1135 Watson Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 31093. Without a pastor. Search
Committee working diligently on this.
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The Appalachian Mountain Ministry has been working like busy little bees all spring.
God has richly blessed this ministry with goods from many places and we have been packing up to three days in one week to get all of the items packed and ready for shipment.
We began using a semi to move the material for the most part up to the sites where
they can take a semi. This has allowed us not to burden men near as often to help us load
our box truck to go to the sites. However, we have a urgent request that we need help
with. We have people who donate goods like furniture and they have no way to get it to us.
We badly need a few men who have a pick-up truck who would be willing to help us one
day a week to pick up items and bring them to the center. We would provide you names,
phone numbers, and directions if we could just get some assistance in this matter. If you
would be willing to work one day a week please give us a call at 478-396-9065 or 478-3969316. We need three or four teams to help us. Your help will be greatly appreciated.
We have just received the Back Pack information for 2018. We will be having a meeting for all POCs at the Association and get that meeting out to WMU organizations in the
next two weeks. It will soon be time for all of the school sales and we need to take advantage of that.
We have a need for the following items: undergarments for boys and girls, ages 6-12;
socks for the same age groups; and hygiene items for the whole family. These items are
badly needed at all sites and if you would like to provide any of these items please bring
them to the center on any Tuesday between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM.
We have been working with the Veterans Affairs office and have provided furniture
items to 8 veterans who were homeless and were able to get a place to live and we have
provided furniture items to them. The veterans Affairs Office vets the requirements and
makes contact with us and if we have material we help them.
If you have any questions or would like a briefing from the Appalachian Ministry
Team please contact Pete Soots at 478-396-9316 or Phyllis Johnson at 478-396-9065. We
would be glad to come and talk to your church anytime.
Serving a Mighty Savior,
Pete Soots, Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
July 29, 2018
September 30, 2018
December 30, 2018
If you would like to make a donation to help with food
etc. please send it to: CSM, 101 S. Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088.
Thank you, Jerome Singletary, Wilber Bond and
our precious volunteers.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.”
In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity that
is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern
Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs that
can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin August 27, 2018 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called
to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South
Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

For guidance in your next
step with seminary—call
Rev. Tim Millwood today
at 478-987-0005.

Consider New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary—Representative,
Tim Millwood 478-9870005.

God has called you to serve Him, and now you need biblical and theological preparation to pursue that call.
A variety of educational options are available to you, ranging from theological seminaries and divinity schools
to Bible colleges and church-based training programs. What do you look for in a school that best suits your
ministry objectives? The following guide may be helpful in determining your next important steps.

Theological Seminary
A theological seminary educates students for leadership roles in Christian ministry, such as pastors, missionaries, church planters, counselors and other avenues of service to the Church. Its curriculum places strong emphasis on study and understanding of the Bible and theology, spiritual formation and practical tools for church
ministry.

Divinity School
A divinity school is usually affiliated with a university. Like a law or medical school, a divinity school is essentially a theological division within a larger university. Its students can take courses unrelated to theological
education. Some are more focused on the academic study of religion and Christianity, preparing students to
serve in academic, religious and non-sectarian settings, while others are more pastorally-focused.
Theological seminaries and divinity schools provide graduate level education, offering degrees such as Master
of Divinity, Master of Arts in Religion, Master of Christian Counseling and many more. A bachelor’s degree is
required for admission. Divinity and theological schools are typically accredited by a federal agency, and are
eligible for federally-funded student loans.

Bible College
Bible colleges were once very prevalent throughout the U.S. Fewer exist today. Bible colleges provide undergraduate education, and usually require a high school education for admission. The curriculum is based largely
on the Bible, with many entry-level courses available in Old and New Testament. Some schools may teach
biblical languages. Some Bible colleges are not accredited, and, hence, not eligible for federal student loans.
However, there are exceptions. Multnomah Bible College in Portland, OR, is an example of an accredited
evangelical Bible college.

Bible Institutes
Bible institutes typically provide training for people wanting to understand the Bible better. In most instances,
these schools are not accredited, and may not require a high school degree for admission. Some online programs fall in this category.

Church-Based Seminary Education
A relatively recent trend is the development of seminaries by churches. Still rare in the U.S., these schools may
offer both undergraduate and graduate degrees that prepare students to understand and apply the Bible and theology in vocational ministry. Typically, they are not accredited.

