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Lighthouse
Illumination Station
May 31-June 4
6-8 pm

Crosspoint
[llumination Station
June 15-18 6-8:30 PM
4 years old-5th grade

Sandy Valley
Emerald Crossing
July 12-16, 2026,

5:00-8:15 pm
Ages K4 - 6th grade

Houston Lake Baptist
Rainforest Falls
June 1st- 5" 9am - noon
completed K - 5"

Central
[llumination Station
June 22-26, 2026.

M-F 9am-12pm
Rising K5-6th grade

Green Acres

[llumination Station
July 20th-24th
Rising 1st-5th graders
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Friendship Baptist Church is actively seeking to hire a
parttime Nursery Staff Member. Our Children’s Ministry offers
a safe, nurturing, Christian environment for all ages designed
to introduce children to Jesus in order to develop a personal
relationship with Him as their Savior. With activities founded
in biblical truths, we seek to encourage in faith, fun, &

friendship!
Apply Today!

Submit Your Resume’ to:
personnelcommittee@friendshipbaptist.com

Deadline to Apply: Wednesday, June 3

Friendshipbaptist.com

Byron Baptist Church ¥friendshie
Emerald Crossing
July 13-17, 6-8PM

(Free Dinner Served)

ages 4 thru completed 5th Grade

JUNE 16™
11:30 AM
at the RBA Office

Call or email the RBA
office to let us know
ou’re comin

LUNCH WILL BE
\ PROVIDED

REMINDER ABOUT THE VANS

Our insurance requires that drivers be
between the ages of 21 and 75 yrs old.

Drivers 75-80 yrs old require a doctor’s certification.

Building Kingdom Churches since 1837

744 Lake Joy Road « Warner Robins, Georgia 31088 « 478-987-0005




On Finishing Well

There is in our make-up an assumption that things will continue to go as they have

| gone—that life’s “continuum” will beat on with its rhythmic heartbeat and expected
inertia. However, Scripture admonishes us this is not always the case. For instance,
g allit takes is a minor accident to realize how fragile life is and how quickly one’s life
211 canchange.

When it comes to spiritual things, this might be even more true. For those of us who have been Christians for
most of our earthly lives, it’s easy to assume we’re going to “cruise-in-home” and finish well. Alas, | suspect
this is a dangerous and false assumption. We live in a world of sin and temptation; we have an enemy who
walks about seeking those whom he may devour. For these reasons and others, the Bible calls us to diligence
and committed discipleship and warns us about getting “lax” spiritually.

The Bible is replete with examples for us to consider. | call your attention to the truth Paul conveys so
clearly in Romans 15:4 that the people whose lives appear upon the pages of Scripture, their stories and
encounters with God are there for our benefit and instruction. That is, we are to learn from their mistakes
and not have to repeat them as well as be encouraged by their faithfulness and their experiences of the
grace of God.

| think of Noah. Noah was a man “righteous in his generation.” He was called to build the ark 120 years prior
to the great flood and through his obedience the human race is saved by God. But, after having been so
faithful, Noah comes off the ark and though he lives another 350 years, the major thing we read of Noah is
he planted a vineyard, got drunk, and eventually brought a curse on a third of his descendants.

And how about King David? The Psalmist is the only man in Scripture paid the compliment of being “a man
after My [God’s] own heart.” David is a national hero, delivering his people from the oppression of the
Philistines. As if these achievements weren’t enough, He becomes King over Judah and then all of Israel.
But, David’s life exhibits his share of failures, as well: his sin with Bathsheba, the murder of Uriah, and the
numbering of the people in the census. David wasn’t pagan—he just got careless. Through Nathan, The LORD
declares He would bring a sword to David’s house that would not depart and he experiences shock and grief
as rape, murder, civil war, and death come for his children.

What about Hezekiah? A Godly king who was a blessing to his people during the time of the 8th-century
prophets, Hezekiah saw the LORD turn back the Assyrians and kill 185,000 of them in one night. Hezekiah is
so favored of God, that the LORD graciously adds 15 years to his life, but there is a footnote in those years
that is ominous for Judah: the Babylonians come to Jerusalem to visit the King. He shows them around and
when they leave, Isaiah asks the King a question: “What were you doing with them?” The King answers he had
been showing them his treasures to which the wise Isaiah replies, “And one day they will return for these
treasures—you have done foolishly,” (paraphrased).

The bottom line is nothing is automatic. We can’t merely phone in our testimony or our devotion to the
LORD. It must be real and it must be heartfelt. Judah and Israel are both examples of what happens when we
say we love the LORD but secretly entertain idols.

So, how do we do this without becoming legalistic? It is an awareness and an attitude: it is being reminded it
is not our devotion but Christ’s devotion that has saved us---but because of His selfless devotion, He is ever
worthy of our heartfelt, daily devotion to Him.



Itis in being real. | think of the beloved Leave it to Beaver and the Cleaver’s neighbor, Eddie Haskel. Eddie
was always a picture of respect and mature wisdom in front of the parents, (laying it on thick) but when the
door closed and the guys were alone, Eddie showed his true colors, and it was anything but respectful or
kind. Folks, it’s time we learned that God is not impressed with our masks or facades. He knows us through
and through, so we might as well be real with Him and with one another. I’'ve learned over the years that the
most honest and enjoyable conversations | have are with people who don’t know I’'m a preacher because the
minute that many of them learn this information, they are “on guard,” or suddenly become very “spiritual.”
Finishing well also likely involves still being willing to take “risks.” | remind myself that risks are only risks
from the human perspective—with God there are no risks! What looks risky from our side is a sure thing from
God’s perspective, and often is the very situation where He shines the brightest and brings Himself glory.

In my lifetime, there have been a number of once-successful companies who are no longer in business or
have greatly reduced their business: Sears, K-Mart, J.C. Penney, etc. What happened to these leaders who
once dominated the market? They simply got careless and misread what was coming. They assumed their
relevance was established and people would continue to shop with them. What had once worked would
keep working. They were wrong.

In the same way, we can try to live the Christian life on “cruise-control,” but it will cost us. We must be ever
sensitive to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit, and be willing, whether we are six or sixty, to obey that still
small voice. It matters—it’s the only way to finish well.

“Not that | have already reached the goal, or am already perfect, but | make every effort to take hold of it
because | have also been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself to
have taken hold of it. But, one thing | do, forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, |
pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. Therefore, let all of us who are
mature think this way,” (Phil. 3: 12-15a, CSB).
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