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Why Should
We
Be Thankful?
Can you believe it? The Holidays are already here. Soon, another year will be in the record books and a new
one will be dawning. This time of year we are reminded to give thanks. Each of knows, for we have been told,
to “be thankful.” But why? That is, why is it right to be thankful? All our lives we’ve been told to say “thank
you” and to be appreciative, but why is that the right thing to do?
The Psalmist gives us many indications: It has to do with the goodness of God. In Psalm 9:1, David
tells us of a commitment he has made: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of
your marvelous works.” True thanksgiving (the heartfelt sentiment, not the Holiday) comes from a recognition
that everything good in our lives is a gift from God (James 1:17). This is enough reason to give thanks--all by
itself, but there are others.
Paul tells us that ‘godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1 Tim. 6:6). Have you ever thought about
why that is so? It’s because if we don’t become Christ-like in our walk, and learn to be thankful for what we
have, then it will not matter what we achieve or acquire--it will never be enough to satisfy us. There are those
with little who are thankful and content, and there are those with much who will never be satisfied. It all depends on attitude. I’ve heard it called an “attitude of gratitude.” The fact is ungrateful people are never happy
or content--ever!
In the above Psalm (9:1) David informs us about living a thankful & godly life:
1. I will: (This speaks to us of a determination--a commitment to be thankful. Thanksgiving to God
should be a basic and identifying characteristic of the people of God). We can be ungrateful and ungrateful people are always miserable for the reason above.
2. Give Thanks: There are many things in our lives that can crowd God out. He has told us He will not
compete with idols in our lives. He waits on us to turn to Him. BTW--if your translation says “praise,”
it’s okay because the Hebrew word here used has both meanings and literally means “with open, uplifted hands,” an acknowledgement that all we have comes from God and ultimately belongs to Him).
There is a direct connection between the hand and the heart. What do I mean? A closed hand (a fist) is
impossible to fill or to receive from. The hand is closed when the heart is closed. The hand is open--to
give and receive--when the heart is open.
3. With My Whole Heart: half-hearted worship or praise is an insult to God. Remember His indictment of
Israel in the Old Testament: “You worship me with your lips, but your hearts are far from Me.” God
has loved us with His whole heart. How do we know? Because when He gave His Son for us--He gave
us His Heart--His Son is at the very center and most precious place in the Father’s bosom (Jn. 1:18).
4. I Will Tell of Your Marvelous Works: having a thankful heart is important. It leads to worship and
praise. But, there is something beyond the Church or gathered assembly God’s people are to do: we are
to tell; tell what Christ has done; tell of the greatness and goodness of God; tell of His salvation and
grace. The word “works” is “deeds” in some translations. God has, indeed, done so much for us. The
church in America is in decline today largely because the people of God have stopped “telling” others
about Him.
All that God has done and continues to do is enough reason that His praise should continually be in our mouths
(Ps. 34:1). Beyond this--and truly before this--is WHO HE IS. We should be thankful and He is ever worthy of
praise!
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Please be in prayer for all of these churches as they seek God’s call for the Pastor that He has
for them.
1. Byron Baptist Church—100 White Road, Byron, GA 31008.
2. First Baptist Church of Marshallville—P.O. Box 347, Marshallville, GA 31057
3. Second Memorial B.C.—1845 Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069
4. Green Acres Baptist Church—901 Elberta Road, WR GA 31093
5. Henderson Baptist Church—2813 US Hwy 41—Elko, GA 31025

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

We are in need of some Website Design / work.

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Hodges at
thodges@careforlifeclinic.com
Thank you!
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We are in the final preparation of putting the last back packs together and they will be
sent to Copperhill shortly after Thanksgiving. A Loud thank you needs to go out to Phyllis
Johnson and her packing ladies and men for putting these last back packs together. The first
shipment was sent to Jellico, Tn. and three schools in that area. We also would like to thank all
the people who sent contributions to allow us to put the last bags together. In the next letter we
will be able to give you a final total of the bag count that was sent to the Appalachian children.
There are going to be some happy children in the mountains the Christmas. We might even
hear them from hear!
We have partnered with Columbus Association in Columbus and have recently sent a
load of clothing and furniture over to them. They are in a very depressed area and are helping
many people and we see this as an opportunity to help people right here in Georgia also. They
had completed a coat program and had about 50-75 coats that were available and they provided
them to us for the Appalachian children and adults. They were brand new coats and they were
certainly happy to receive them in the mountains.
We have partnered with a local church that is sending clothes to the Bahamas’ We will
be sending a semi load of clothes, linen, glassware, miscellaneous items, and summer clothes
to Miami in the next week. We are ready to load they are just finalizing the trucking firm that
will take it to Miami to be put on a boat to take it over. God is blessing our ministry with a lot
of fine clothing and material to provide to people much less fortunate than we are. He is so
good, and He is always on time. If you would like to have us come to your church to provide a
short briefing and slide show of the ministry and its work in the Appalachian Mountains, please
call Pete Soots at 478-396-9316. The briefing would take about 30 minutes and give your
folks an idea of what the ministry does and where we are taking the material and the needs they
have. If you would like to donate financially you can go onto the RBA Appalachian Mountain
Ministry Web site and donate online which will go straight to our account.
We are going to be closed the week of Thanksgiving and the week of Christmas to allow
our hardworking volunteers the opportunity to spend some time with the families. You
can still drop material through the window, but the warehouse will be closed. Thank you for
all of the support you have provided.
Pete Soots,
Director RBA Appalachian Mountain Ministry

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
December 29, 2019
We are always in need of washing powder, paper towels, toilet
paper, and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with
food etc., please send it to:
Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy Road, Warner
Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.

Thank you to our RBA Churches and precious volunteers that serve year after year tirelessly.

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.” In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity
that is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At
Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs
that can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks long
each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can be applied
toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.

Next classes begin January 2020 (Certificate)
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have a
partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to complete
a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or
who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs to grow
in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow, NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information.
There’s still time--but don’t delay.

We find ourselves in an increasingly unstable culture. Definitions are constantly
changing, as well as the line between what is right, good, and true versus what is
wrong, evil, and false. And all too often, this kind of instability
can infiltrate the Church. But that doesn't mean we're without hope. In Ephesians
4:14, the apostle Paul writes that solid doctrine is one of our primary tools in placing
believers and churches on the firm foundation of Jesus Christ and His finished work.
That's the mission of The 4:14 Conference. It is designed to help believers think hard
about right doctrine so that they can be grounded in the truth and experience
life transformation. Each year we explore a different doctrine in depth to equip believers to live out their faith in the real world. 4:14 is Where Doctrine Meets Life. The
theme this year is "Has God Spoken? Exploring The Reliability Of the Bible". We hope
you'll join us as we tackle some of the most common objections/questions raised
against the Bible today such as "It's An Ancient Book: Is the Bible A Reliable Guide
For Today?" And "It's Written By Fallible Men: Is the Bible Inspired?" We hope you'll
join us.
If you have any questions about the conference, please feel free to email me (Pastor
Drew Heurion) at jdrew@centralwr.com

*Live Characters & Animals (the animals will be available to pet
following the performance)
*Outdoor production (this is not a walk through)
*Free hot chocolate & coffee
*Free admission
We usually have cold weather so please dress accordingly & also
try to arrive early to get a good seat. We do start on time and the
production is approximately 40 min.
Oakland Baptist Church—1509 Russell Parkway
Warner Robins, GA 31088
t. 478-923-3533 info@oaklandwr.com

Please join us
First Baptist Church
of Centerville
108 Church Street
Centerville, GA 31028
478-953-3387
December 15, 2019
10:30 a.m.

