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Don’t Miss God’s Handiwork

I took the photo below standing on our patio on Wednesday morning, November 10. The sun was
coming up. It was an ordinary day. One might even say an “extraordinarily” ordinary day. I’d gotten up at
5:00, read some Scripture, done the things I normally do. I’d actually gone outside to put water in the fountain
when the Eastern horizon caught my eye, and I simply grabbed my I-phone and snapped this.
Now, I’m under no delusions that I will win any awards as a photographer. I’m confident any amateur
shutterbug might’ve done better. That’s not why I snapped this scene, nor why I’ve shared it here with you.
The sight the photo captures simply reminded me of something precious: we are often too busy to see and appreciate the Lord’s beauty around us. Now, every morning is not as spectacular as this, perhaps. The clouds
were magnifying the sun’s orange rays; I happened to notice the colors at a particularly luminescent moment.
Psalm 86: 8 declares, “Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord; nor are there any works like
Your works!” Psalm 19:1 tells us: “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament [skies] His
handiwork.”
I read a book some time ago by Edith Schaeffer (wife of Dr. Frances Schaeffer—a name pastors will
know) entitled, Christianity is Jewish. In this work she speaks, not negatively or arrogantly, but objectively
and rather factually about what “the Christian owes the Jew.” Her point is God has impacted the entire human
race through a tiny group of people descending from Abraham—a man who lived 4,000 years ago, who wrote
nothing, never held office, never commanded an army, etc. His one “claim to fame” was he was called by
God, and has perhaps become the most influential man in the history of the human race, influencing 3 of the
world’s great religions and having the Savior of mankind come through his descendants! Now, you might be
wondering what this has to do with God’s handiwork? But, in an incredible way, God’s working through history, through the Jews, saving humanity is God’s handiwork just as much as the physical creation is.
Schaeffer also writes rather eloquently about what it means to be created in the Image of God and concludes that men become architects because God is a Master Designer and Builder; men are landscapers because God is a Landscaper; men are writers because God is a Writer; men are artists precisely because God is
an Artist! The scene below shows one of the Lord’s innumerable scenes. As we approach the busy Holiday
Season, slow down and don’t miss God’s Handiwork. And take the time to praise Him for it, and for Who HE
is.
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I pray each of you will enjoy your Thanksgiving Dinner and day when we can meet with our
family and loved ones and share in their lives. We as a country and as Christians have so much to
praise God for. God is good all the time.
I received a call the other day from one of my partners in the mountain country of Tennessee.
She was quite upset and wanted to share it with me. She was upset because she was calling in the students in her school and was asking them what they wanted for Christmas. The first little boy was eight
years old and he said he wanted a blanket so he could stay warm, then he said he would like to have a
candle and she asked why, and he said so that he could see at night because they did not have electricity. The second little girl was nine and she asked for an electric blanket to stay warm with, and she
would like to have some snow boots. The third little boy was nine and he asked for a blanket and if
Santa could bring him a bike, he would enjoy it. When she told me what was being asked for, I tried to
think of what our children were asking for: computers, Xbox, dirt bike, TV, Stereo system, and other
very expensive items. Isn’t it funny how these children in the mountains are more concerned about
staying warm and being able to read at night than they are having a toy to play with, especially a high
cost toy. If this does not touch your heart, then it is time to go to your knees and pray to God for help
to understand the needs of the children in Appalachia.
We are collecting coats right now and hope to have many more to send up to the mountains so
that these children might be able to be warm this winter. If God is tugging at your heart you might
want to go through your closet or go to the store and buy a coat and bring it over to be shipped to the
mountains.
If you are interested in volunteering some of your time to a worthy cause, we have just the item
for you. A group of good, hardworking Christians, having fun working together, and having a ball doing it. Call Phyllis Johnson at 396-9065 or just show up on any Tuesday at 0800 hours are flexible to
your need.
If your church would like to provide a lunch for the volunteers you can arrange that by
contacting Phyllis Johnson at 396-9065.
Love in Christ,
Pete Soots, Director of Appalachian Ministry

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on

01/30/2022; 05/29/2022; 07/31/2022; 10/30/2022
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet tissue,
and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with food
etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy
Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.
Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully and send food
donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and
talents.

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to my shopping list toward making a
monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.
21. Toilet paper is always needed, one of the most asked for and least available.
If you have a question on any of the numbered items, please call the Christian Social Ministries at 478329-0760. Ed Gonzales

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of great fellowship and good food at
Ole Times Buffet in Centerville, Ga. Please note the dates for 2022 on
your calendars. 11:30 a.m. (Galleria Mall Parking Lot outside Belk’s)
January 18, 2022
February 15, 2022
March 15, 2022
April 19, 2022
May 17, 2022
June 21, 2022
July 19, 2022
August 16, 2022
September 20, 2022
October 18, 2022
November 15, 2022
December 20, 2022

