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We’re Each “The Maniac”!

It’s always funny to me how we as fallen human beings do exactly what the New Testament says repeatedly that we do: that is, we condemn others for similar things that we do.
Jesus spoke to the Pharisees about this; Paul wrote about it in Romans. I see it in myself. I don’t know about
you, but I have my suspicions.
I have an illustration about this I’ve used in the pulpit: “One morning, you leave late for work. There is
a car in front of you whose driver is obeying the speed limit. You say, “Who is this idiot, driving so slowly?”
You pass him/her. The next morning, you leave on time. You take your time, and suddenly that same driver/
car passes you (the roles have reversed). You say, “Look at that maniac! He’s going to kill someone!”
Do you get it? We’re each the “maniac” at some point—depending on our circumstances. It’s all a matter of perspective. We expect others to understand when we “bend the rules.” But, we often don’t give that
same benefit of the doubt to those we observe bending/breaking those same rules. We can each be a little Pharisee, imposing our own unique brand of theology and opinions and preferences on others.
What always arrests my attention when I see this in me or in others are the words of Romans 14. Note
carefully, this chapter (and whole book) was written by a man who had arguably been the most legalistic and
mean-spirited Pharisee who had ever lived. Paul writes, “Who are you to judge another, every man will stand
or fall before his Master.” BTW, I don’t think he was here referring to the ancient slave system when he uses
the term “Master.” I think he was clearly referring to Jesus. Christ is our judge, and the judge of our brother or
sister.
The subject matter of Romans 14 are the lesser things of our faith. That is, our practices, preferences,
and opinions that we often hold up as if they were paramount doctrine and the chief criteria of fellowship—
LOL. God help us! I often pray, “Lord, help us to be as patient with others as you are with us.”
As we head into the Holidays (that word comes from Holy Days), I am reminded of all that I have to be
thankful for. Health, freedom, family, ministry, a home, encouragers and supporters, RBA, our staff, our pastors and churches, the seminary, and the list goes on and on. Where I am ever impatient or fatigued, I ask each
of you to forgive me. Truly, I am blessed to be among you—God’s people. Happy Thanksgiving, Tim (The
photo below is of me with my grandson, Asher. Yes, I did what I’ve said I wouldn’t do—go trick-or treating—
because Asher asked me to. Funny how grandchildren change us—huh?? LOL

Rehoboth Baptist Association
744 Lake Joy Rd
Warner Robins, GA 31088
(478) 987-0005 Fax: (478) 987-7489
Email: rehobothbaptist@windstream.net
Web site: Rehoboth-Assoc.org

Avenues of Opportunity
Churches without a Pastor
Shirley Hills Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Marshallville

Suicide Awareness RBA
Office 11 am. To 1:00
p.m. RSVP Lunch provided

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
November 29, 2015
101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

Appalachian Ministry
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Sponsored by:

Rehoboth Baptist Association

Director: Pete Soots—478-396-9316
Deputy Director Speaking Engagements / Donations; Pickup / Packing:
John & Phyllis Johnson—478-396-9065
Mentor: Anna R. Lovor n—478-224-3416

Items Needed: New / Gently Used Clothing, Shoes, Dishes,
Kitchen Ware, Linens, Bedding, Appliances (working condition), Books,
Magazines, Toys, Mattresses, Furniture, Tools (shop / yard), Fishing Gear, Bicycles (any condition),
hygiene items, and puzzles etc.
Donation Drop-offs: 746 Lake J oy Road, War ner Robins, GA 31088
Place items on tables under the carport. (24/7

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Sunday School Mentoring Program
In Sunday School Mentoring Photo’s—Matthew Gibbs of Second
Baptist Church of Warner Robins leads Pastors / Sunday School Directors in training. Pictures were taken at Lighthouse Baptist
Church.

Sunday School and Small Group Bible Study gives Discipleship opportunities, fellowship, and brings about the building of relationships. We applaud these churches for
making small group Bible Study a priority. We are blessed to have Matthew Gibbs
pour into pastors / leaders. Each month a different church hosts the meal and training.
This month Lighthouse of Macon provided the hospitality.

Thank you Brother Tim, Hershel & Staff! Well Done!

Please lift these churches up in prayer as they undertake reaching people with the gospel. Sunday School Mentoring Program

Byron Baptist Church
Chamlee Memorial Baptist Church
Henderson Baptist Church
Lighthouse Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Marshallville
Oakland Baptist Church
Peachtree Baptist Church
First Baptist Church of Perry
Sandy Valley Baptist Church
Second Baptist Church of Warner Robins
Westside Baptist Church

RBA’s Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer held on Monday, November 2, 2015 at First Baptist Church of Centerville.
Guest Speaker was Mariana Seremet. Thank you everyone for
supporting this event. Dr. Luann Purcell and Susan Huguley

