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Who Will Lead Us?
Rumors and news of resignations continue to swirl out of Nashville and the SBC headquarters. Most of our
people in the pews don’t understand what all the fuss is about. Even among pastors and leaders, we struggle to make
sense of what is going on. Let me try to share a brief synopsis of what I know: In June, at the SBC annual convention,
the messengers (representatives from our churches) voted to investigate allegations of past sexual misconduct and the
alleged (rumored, not proven) attempts to cover up such matters among our national SBC leadership, particularly by
members of the Executive Committee (EC). (The EC is elected at the Convention and carries out the business of the
SBC between annual meetings). Some incidents of misconduct involved more than one SBC seminary.
Some of these allegations go back some years. Dr. Ronnie Floyd (Chairman of the Executive Committee) stated
in his recent resignation that he and his team never intended to do anything except what the messengers charged them to
do but believes the way it has been done is a mistake. The EC heard arguments and voted to “waive attorney-client privilege”; this appears to have been done in an attempt to be as open and forthright as possible, but many persons, including the legal firm who has served as counsel for the SBC for decades, feel this was a grievous mistake. There is often an
assumption when someone shares with his/her attorney, and the attorney guards that, there must be something to hide.
However, this is a fundamental right and can be done to protect those falsely accused, as well. In a sense, it might make
the SBC uninsurable, and lay the Convention open to attack by greedy attorneys. At this point, dozens on the EC have
resigned, including Dr. Floyd.
The above issues have been going on for some time, but an exiting leader of an SBC entity “leaked” letters accusing leaders of this cover-up (interestingly, just before the June convention). Were this man’s motives pure? Was he
trying to clear his conscience? I don’t know; only that man and God know. But, my question would be if this leader
knew of these things for as long as he has implied, why did he light a fire to the house to dispel the darkness only as he
was exiting? The plot thickens: Now that leader accused of covering up allegations is suing the man who left.
“Bro. Tim, what are you trying to say?” We are in a leadership CRISIS! The once great SBC that was committed to the Great Commission has become a war zone for ambitious Christian celebrities who want to exert control and
make a name for themselves. This reminds me of the Tower of Babel—and it saddens me deeply. It might sound like I,
too am pointing the finger, but please know that when we point a finger at others, there are always 4 pointing back at
us! We have been too enamored with charismatic leaders; we have allowed perceived loyalties to men to erode the unity
and focus of our convention. We are like the Corinthians Paul rebukes for their divisions. There’s plenty of blame to go
around, folks.
So, we come to the question that is the title of this article: “Who will lead us?” The answer is two-fold: 1.) We
must return to a focus on Christ, Himself to lead us; this involves passionate worship, evangelism, missions, purity,
discipleship, etc., and perhaps confessing our sins that we have been like Hollywood and too enamored with celebrity.
2.) You will lead us. What? Folks, although we’ve been influenced by a corporate model in recent decades, and some
have embraced a “CEO” mentality, the fact is this has always been a “bottom-up” and not a “top-down” convention.
By that I mean it is still the grass roots pastors and the faithful laity in the pews who are the strength of the SBC. It has
never been about who is in Nashville; it has always been about WHO is on the Throne, and who is in the pulpit, and
who is in the pew, and who is on his/her knees!
Years ago, as a young, ambitious pastor, I was invited to a meeting during the SBC meeting. I sat next to Judge
Paul Pressler, who was instrumental in the conservative resurgence of our convention. Even Dr. Adrian Rogers was at
the next table. Needless to say, I was impressed! To be frank, I was also a little impressed that I was in that room! Sitting there, my LORD spoke to me. Audibly? No, it was “louder” than that—He spoke into my spirit. He said, “Don’t
you ever be impressed with men; rather, be impressed with where you see My Spirit at work.” When the meeting concluded, I spoke to no one, but exited speedily. I’ve never desired to sit in such a meeting since. For those who’ve
thought you might’ve been denied a key position, it’s beginning to look like you might’ve been spared a grievous responsibility.
Our LORD has a way of bringing truth to light. Maybe this was a crisis always coming because we have forgotten that the SBC is only as committed, only as pure, only as evangelistic, only as missional as we are! (I want to be a
man of integrity and state clearly that some of the ideas above are not wholly original to me—I have read and seen similar assessments and expressions from other concerned Southern Baptists).
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RBA Churches without a Pastor
Second Memorial Baptist Church—1845
Kings Chapel Road, Perry, GA 31069

Rehoboth Life Care Dental Clinic

Current Needs
We can always use paper products. (Copy paper, paper towels). Cleaning Products, Dental
Hygiene kits. Post it notes, chips, water, snacks, drinks

If you can help with any of the current needs of Rehoboth Life Care Dental Ministry, Please call their office at 478-953-7770 or email Teresa Woodberry at
twoodberry@careforlifeclinic.com—Thank you!

Rehoboth Baptist Association
Appalachian Mountain Ministry
Pete Soots, Director
October 2021

Praise the Lord a lot of prayer, hard work, and support by many and the 2021 Appalachian Christmas Backpack project is nearing completion. We have been blessed with much support by many and as a result we are going to ship more than 1900 back packs up to Appalachia this year. As far as I know this is the largest number we have ever sent. Thank you to everyone who contributed either through a church or through financial support through the association. Now the truck will be busy moving back packs up the road to Appalachia and they
should all be there by Thanksgiving.
We have partnered with two new areas and have already delivered the first load to one of
them and the second will be delivered first week in November. It is so exciting to see God
open up areas for us to help.
We are still in need of helpers to load trucks. If you can help but only help if we load
on a Saturday, please let me know and will change our loading day as often as possible.
IT IS COAT COLLECTION TIME. Last year we sent an estimated 1400 coats up to
the mountains. This year we are setting the GOAL at 1500. Please prayerfully consider providing a coat or more that is lightly used or new. The winter is supposed to be bad this year and
children and adults will be so appreciative of a coat to put on. Bring all coats to 744 Lake Joy
Rd. on Tuesdays between 8:00 A.M.-5.PM
If you would like to send a mission team up to Appalachia, please contact me and I will
put you in touch with site personnel who will be overjoyed to have your team come and help
them.
Serving an Awesome God,
Pete Soots Director Appalachian Mountain Ministry
478-396-9316

101 S. Second Street
W.R. GA 31088

478-329-0760

Please help by 5th Sunday’s canned food drives on
10-31-2021
We are always in need of laundry powder, paper towels, toilet tissue,
and hand soaps.
If you would like to make a monetary donation to help with food
etc., please send it to: Rehoboth Baptist Association, 744 Lake Joy
Road, Warner Robins, GA 31088 and CSM in the memo line.
Thank you to our RBA Churches that give faithfully and send food
donations. Thanks to the many volunteers that give of your time and
talents.

Rehoboth Baptist Association—Christian Social Ministries—Food Bank—101 South Second Street,
Warner Robins, GA 31088—478-329-0760—Tuesday’s / Thursday’s—9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Shared by a friend…..insights from a food bank volunteer. Have you ever thought about what our local pantries really need? There are so many things we take for granted in life while the needs continue to grow in
our communities. I am committed to adding a few of these items to my shopping list toward making a
monthly donation.

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & cheese in the box. But, it needs milk and butter, which is hard to get from
food banks. Consider versions that don’t require extra ingredients like Kraft Deluxe or Velveeta shells
and cheese.
2. Boxed milk—shelf stable—is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned foods should be pop-tops if possible or donate some can openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice-A-Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, salt and pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea bags and coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar and flour are treats. (Smaller bags are easier to give a way; large bags must be broken down.)
9. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores.
10. Seeds are great in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some.
11. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch.
12. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
13. They get a lot of peanut butter and jelly but they really NEED sandwich bread.
14. Butter and margarine are good.
15. Eggs are a commodity! (Keep in mind they must be continually refrigerated.)
16. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
17. Dishwashing detergent (along with laundry detergent and bath soap) is very expensive and is always appreciated!
18. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over them.
19. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
20. Shampoo, shaving items, deodorant, boxed juices for the kids are greatly needed.
21. Toilet paper is always needed, one of the most asked for and least available.
If you have a question on any of the numbered items, please call the Christian Social Ministries at 478329-0760. Ed Gonzales

Rev. Tim Millwood, Director of Missions
Rehoboth Baptist Association, Inc.
Ministers, Please join me in a time of fellowship and good
food at Ole Times Buffet, 2922 Watson Blvd, Centerville,
GA 31028 . Please note the dates below on your calendars.
January 19, 2021
February 16, 2021
March 16, 2021
April 20, 2021
May 18, 2021
June 15, 2021
July 20, 2021
August 17, 2021
September 21, 2021
October 19, 2021
November 16, 2021
December 14, 2021

