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Do you Know Your Church History? 500 Years Ago. . .

Anniversaries are important for a number of reasons. Time and again in Scripture, we are reminded to
mark the “milestones” in our lives and celebrate what God has done. The festivals of the Jews were in fact remembrances of God’s gracious acts on behalf of His people. From Passover (the Exodus) to Purim (Esther and
the deliverance), God tells us to remember and to give thanks.
Next month, October 31st will mark the 500th anniversary of the spark of the Protestant Reformation.
Traditionally, it is said to have been started when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-five Theses to the Wittenberg Castle door on October 31, 1517. It’s remarkable that most great events in the history of the church began
with one man’s or one group’s spiritual struggle. Luther was a German monk who had been immersed in Catholicism.
But, no matter how many “Hail Mary’s” Luther said, or how many times he took the Eucharist, he never felt complete or forgiven. He also witnessed abuses and corruption in the Medieval Catholic Church that
grieved his spirit: Things such as the sale of “indulgences” (permission to commit certain sins and have the
punishment reduced or mediated by a “gift” to the church). Luther saw the corruption and longed-for righteousness and truth to be established.
Martin Luther had a serious spiritual “problem.” He once confessed that he was supposed to love God
but that he didn’t. In fact, Luther seemed to hate God, and when he was pinned down and questioned as to
why, Luther responded “because He requires of me that which I am unable to give; He demands perfection,
and I am so imperfect!” But, not long after this statement, something happened in Martin’s life.
It has been said that Erasmus of Rotterdam “laid the egg” for the Reformation, and Martin Luther
“hatched” it. Erasmus had studied and rediscovered the original languages of Scripture that had been preserved
and studied by the Eastern Church. You will recall that for more than a thousand years, the Western Church
had kept and studied Jerome’s “Vulgate” (Latin translation of the Bible). The Renaissance had flourished in
Italy and spread all over Europe, and with it came the rediscovery of classical art, philosophy, and literature,
including Greek. Luther’s studies in the ancient Biblical languages helped him to see God differently than Medieval scholasticism had painted Him. While studying Romans, Luther suddenly realized that all that God required in His righteousness, God had provided by His grace in the Lord Jesus Christ. This discovery changed
Luther’s life! He wanted others to know the truth that had set him free.
So, Luther drafted 95 issues (theses) that he wanted to discuss and debate in the Catholic Church. He
had no intention of splitting the church nor of founding a new denomination. Luther wanted to see the church
“reformed” (returned to truth and purity). Guttenberg’s printing press, invented in the mid-1400’s, had enabled
mass production and dissemination of material and ideas. The Reformation was on!
In April of 1521, Luther was summoned to the Diet (assembly) of Worms. He was questioned and
asked to recant the things he’d written. Presided over by Emperor Charles V, there was enormous pressure on
the German monk. In the end, Luther stated he could not recant unless he was convinced by Scripture that he
was wrong--for to do so was to “promote tyranny.” He was excommunicated from the Catholic Church. He
would go on to translate the Scriptures into German and to become a theologian we still value and read 500
years later. He would also “found” the Lutheran denomination.
It all began with a man’s spiritual struggle; so, when you see someone struggling spiritually, pray for
and witness to that person--you never know what God might be up to. Luther’s personal spiritual journey and
discovery of the grace of God returned the church to the truth from which it had long wavered. Don’t be afraid
to struggle or to want to understand more. Perhaps among us, there’s a Luther whom God will use to spark revival in our nation.

Rehoboth Baptist Association
744 Lake Joy Rd
Warner Robins, GA 31088
(478) 987-0005 Fax: (478) 987-7489
Email: rehobothbaptist@windstream.net
Web site: Rehoboth-Assoc.org

October 16, 2017

CSM Items Needed for Food Drive
5th Sunday Food Drive Dates
October 29, 2017
December 31, 2017

101 South Second Street, WR
478-329-0760
*Sugar (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
*Rice (big bags)
*We can break these down into small bags.
Grits
Corn
Green Beans
Canned Meats
*Washing Powder (instead of liquid)
Toilet Paper

2017 Rehoboth Baptist Association
Ministers Fellowship (Tim Millwood, Dir.)
Lunch Meetings at
Ole Times Buﬀet in W.R. GA
January 17, 2017
February 21, 2017
March 21, 2017
April 18, 2017
May 16, 2017
June 20, 2017
July 18, 2017
August 15, 2017
September 19, 2017
October 17, 2017
November 21, 2017
December 19, 2017

I call our Seminary extension center the “most overlooked opportunity in central Georgia.” In years past, one had to relocate several states to have the educational opportunity
that is right in our “front door.” New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a Southern Baptist, fully accredited, theologically conservative institution of higher learning. At
Central Baptist in Warner Robins (our South Georgia host church), we have 3 programs
that can fit anyone:
Certificate--this is for those who want to learn about the Scriptures and Christian
Doctrine. It is a two-year course of study that consists of 8 courses that are 8 weeks
long each. These classes meet one night a week and only cost $100 each. They can
be applied toward an Associate or Bachelor degree.
Bachelor--This is a course of study offered through NOBTS’ Leavell College. We have
a partnership with MGTC to offer classes in basic subjects in order to be able to
complete a Baccalaureate degree. This is worthwhile for those who have never finished college or who want to qualify for entrance into the Master of Divinity program.
Master of Divinity--This program is the standard in the theological field for equipping
pastors and ministers. It is very thorough in its training and covers Biblical studies,
counseling, Hebrew, Greek, Philosophy, church history, etc. The “M.Div.” is a
worthwhile pursuit for anyone called to ministry.

Next classes begin October 16, 2017 (Certificate)
Come on, what are you waiting for? Every Christian can and needs
to grow in our knowledge of the Scriptures and our Lord.
Whether you’re a Sunday School teacher, new Christian, person
called to ministry, or a longtime Christian who wants to grow,
NOBTS South Georgia in Warner Robins has a place for you.
Please contact Tim Millwood at: 478-987-0005 to find out more information. There’s still time--but don’t delay.

